Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why.

Candidate Name: Jonathan Peebles
Position Sought: Everett City Council Position 3
Campaign Manager: Alan Charnley
Consultant: TBD (do not have one currently hired)
Campaign Email:peeblesforeverettcc@gmail.com
Campaign Phone:425-232-0533
Website: TBD (in the process of making one)
Campaign Address: 3223 Wetmore Ave Apt 305 Everett, WA 98201
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes
Labor
Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues
to be stalled? To what level?
Yes, I strongly support both establishing, for the city of Everett does not have a set minimum wage and
raising it in the future. I don’t think one person can decide the level of where it is or where it should be. I
think it requires a talk with members of the SnoCo Labor council, local business owners and citizens
overall to determine the wage. We cannot have only workers interests in mind when it comes to wages.
We must also have the interests of the citizens who need the wage to be enough to live and the owners
of small businesses who need to make sure they can stay in business if they hire outside of their family.
Yet at the end of the day we need to make sure all workers have the dignity of a fair wage for their work
and that is what I plan to bring to table as City Councilmember.

Education
What is your opinion of high stakes testing? How would you change the way students and teachers are
evaluated?
I personally think there is too much testing done in school. Since it has been 3 years since I was in
school I can say with confidence that there is too much testing that does not truly measure and
evaluate how students are doing. When I was, a junior I had to take U.S History, I study by reading the
textbook on bus rides and memorized it. When the test came, I did not do very good. However, my
teacher would have jeopardy games as practice for tests. Every time we did a jeopardy game I would
come out on top. Even if it was the whole class against me or if it was the day I was participating in the
Day of Silence. This was because the questions made more sense to me and I did not have to worry
about not having enough words or information. Every student learns a certain way and every teacher
teaches another. By having as, as many tests as we do, in addition to the standardized tests, we in a
way force kids to have to learn differently than their mind is wanting to. We need to be considering
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better ways to evaluate students then having them write all the time. As for teachers, I had some of the
greatest teachers, not because they had the highest test scores per student but because it was easy to
learn and there were plenty of methods to adapt what they were teaching to how I was learning it.
Environment
What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent
privatization of natural resources?
Currently, Everett does not have a city climate change committee, this is the first step we need to take
to development of alternative energy. By doing this we can help raise awareness of different ways to
use clean energy. Second, we (the city and mayor) need to work with the organizations and groups
around the city that already advocate for climate change and the use of clean energy sources, to
develop a plan that helps this city be green. This a paramount issue of our time and we need to be
doing our part as stewards of the world and teachers to the next generations how to care and respect
for the world.
Finance/Taxation
What will you do to support public banking at the local level?
We need to have a state bank plain and simple. Since this is a legislative decision there is little I can do
on the local level except gain support in favor of it. To that end, I feel it would be good to hold town halls
and information sessions about it so citizens understand why we need it and then they get empowered
to lobby for it. We need to not rely on Wall Street banks. We need to have our own money and be our
own money.
Therefore, I will strongly help build programs that can educate our citizens and local officials on the
need for a state bank.
Health Care/Retirement
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer healthcare) in terms of the effect
on local citizens, service providers, and government.
Healthcare is a fundamental Human Right it something we can’t escape and it is a fact that to many
people are unable to get it is still a curse on our community. For starters I feel, Medicare for All will help
us move towards where we need to be in terms of providing the best future for all. While some feel, the
ACA doesn’t fix or is flawed I would agree, that being said I would remind them the 1964 Civil Rights
Act was based off earlier laws that help build a foundation. So, we need to find a way to ensure people
have access to affordable and outstanding care yet not push the current companies to bankruptcy. But
hopefully we can find a way for the insurance companies to return and focus on people and not just the
bottom line or money. We need to make sure our Doctors are looked after so they don’t lose heart or
get stung by the system. So, if we want a single payer system we must build it piece of piece and we
must do so at the local level so, one day those on the national level can see where it is working across
the board and be easier to pass something on that day. I feel we care do things on a local level that is
not just a Healthcare Policy it is in fact Healthcare. As a member of the Everett City Council, I will do
what we can to make sure we good hospitals, outstanding clinics and always having an open ear to
hear how we can make matters better.
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Security/Public Safety
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law
enforcement?
We have all seen in recent times around the nation that our police are getting more militarized and that
it is leading to a great divide between citizens and the police. It is time we take a long and hard look
what is on this road and where do we want law enforcement to be as we move forward. In Everett I feel
we have some outstanding cops and that this is not as much of an issue here. That being said we
need to work to get the 19 cops hired to get a full force. But we should also look over what equipment
they have and just plain say no to the Police Department if they want to a surplus army car just on the
chance there is a riot. Instead we need to make sure they have the tools to prevent a riot form even
escalating to that point. We have a tough road to walk and it is going to be a challenge. By working to
get body cameras, Independent Oversight, Citizen Committees and just having talks with both sides we
will find ourselves on that road; from there the scales on blind justice will be at their truest value and we
will all be proud. We also need to be mindful of escalation and so we need to work with the County,
State and Federal Government to ensure laws help and not hurt people. There is much work that
needs to be done but we will have professional people looking at these issues and working that we
continue to have a professional and astute police force. I would also work to ensure our Police Force
gets some training in Multiculturalism for that will help as well, as we walk down this road.
General
Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why?
I’m in a Democrat, because I am about community and the power of regular citizens taking part in their
government. I believe in a fully funded public school system, a woman's right to choose, stewardship of
our environment, care for our elders and vets. I’m also for a fair and equal tax system, a system of that
puts the needs of their people before business interests and works with unions and its citizens to make
sure all interests are heard. From that I will continue to say that, I’m a Democrat for these reasons and
if that makes me a progressive even better but I honestly feel all my stances is just the right thing to do,
but I would love to talk with you about what is a progressive cause I have my stances but they may
differ than others. Yet I feel as anyone who is a progressive should feel that changes comes from the
bottom up and that is the best way we can improve our community.
What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do you
disagree with? Why?
I disagree with the lack of opposition to more than just discrimination against LGBTQ parenting rights,
as well as the lack of call for more education on LGBTQ to bring up understanding their struggles. I
disagree with this because this is the century where their rights are the new discrimination norm. It is
not a bathroom issue, it is an issue of LGBTQ students feeling left out because they must deal with
stereotypes, and lack of understanding. This needs to change so we can keep with the times

If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, what
other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from those
campaigns?
Offices
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PCO for Precinct Everett 19
Sgt at arms for the 38th LD Democrats
Campaign
WA Dems Coordinated campaign: I learned that we need better representation in the city of Everett.
Also, that when it comes to helping out do not just do what you're required to do, do more.

Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices?
Yes, I am the Current PCO for Precinct Everett 19 and the Sgt at arms for the 38th LD dems.

What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you have
for dealing with it?

Poverty is an issue that motivates me to run for office because it is the issue that envelopes all of
Everett. From us as a city having the largest homeless problem in the county to having the highest
percentage of low-income residents in Snohomish County. Everett is currently filled with many
organizations that help people get back on their feet. Also, the county itself is making great strides in
this problem on the county level. What the city needs to do is help its homeless and low income citizens
take advantage of them. We need to get our homeless back on their feet through finding them stable
employment while also providing social workers, and guidance counselors to transitional housing to
help them achieve this. Then we need to provide both more job opportunities for our low-income
residents and Job training opportunities so they can work in higher paying jobs. by doing this we get
them financially stable enough. We also need to listen and heed the suggestions of our unions and
citizens. Some of the ideas the county implements could have come from citizens and unions who
brought it to the city and it fell on deaf ears.
Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions?
●

High Crime rate: I see this as a byproduct of the above major issue and can be addressed by both
tackling the problem in prisons by getting released prisoners back on their feet, tacking the major
issue above, providing more community opportunities to low income youths such as community
engagement projects and by working with the mayor’s office and the police force in identifying
what is causing these crimes and try to prevent them from even needing to happen. If it is a kid
in a gang we need to get them out of the gang and into a project that helps the community. If it is
someone stealing to survive then we need to get them into a stable job that pays enough so that
they do not have to steal.
● We need to help the small businesses struggling in Everett: I believe we need to have an
economy that helps small businesses thrive. Correspondingly, I think if we can get the Hotels in
Everett to promote the small business we can help them get an increase in business.

If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If not,
how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people who share
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progressive values?

Even though my race is not in a heavily Republican area and I believe there is no race that is unwinnable
in the long run. I think that we should always be building ongoing connections with those who share
progressive values. I want to do this win or lose through, forums, coffee hours, events and promoting
those who could be tomorrow’s future leaders. We as progressives should never be afraid to share our
vision for if we fail to show up at all then how are we going to enact any kind of change. It is our time to
be bold, by willing to risk defeat, sharing our progressive agenda and have great grit. We will build the
community, the county, the state, the nation and the world we all want to live in. It is our great calling
as courageous progressives and it is time to get to work.

