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Explanatory Note: The Washington State Progressive Caucus supports candidates from, as Howard 
Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the 
New Deal and the Great Society were good ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the 
latest organizing methods and apps. If you have reservations about answering any of these questions, 
please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Sarah Smith 
Position Sought: House of Representatives, Congressional District 9 
Campaign Manager:  Jay Smith 
Consultant: None 
Campaign Email: sarah-smith@votesarahsmith.com 
Campaign Phone: 206-452-5037 
Website: http://www.votesarahsmith.com 
Campaign Address: 24831 145th Lane SE Kent, WA 98042 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? Yes, absolutely I do. I 
do not, however, think they should be set at a specific number. The Fight for 15 is immensely important, 
but it kicks the can down the road for another generation to have to fight once again to raise the 
minimum wage. We must tie minimum wage to inflation and ensure the livable wages we are fighting so 
hard for stay livable for generations to come.  
 
What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? Currently, there is talk 
about Democrats pushing to rewrite the National Labor Relations Act, which would aid unions by 
providing them with more bargaining power and making unionizing easier. The legislation would also 
strengthen punishments for union-busting efforts – which many major employers are still getting away 
with – and protect the jobs of employees nationwide. I support this legislation and, in the event it fails to 
come to fruition, I support standalone legislation that mirrors these efforts independent of rewriting the 
National Labor Relations Act. Strong labor unions built our middle class once before and they will 
rebuild it once again, but only if Congress meets it obligation to protect the working people by providing 
unions with the tools to stand up for them.  
 
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and 
teachers are evaluated? High stakes testing is an ineffective means to gauge a student’s knowledge 
and fails to account for socioeconomic factors that contribute to low test scores. We need to have a 
comprehensive evaluation system of which testing is only one part of a whole-picture approach to 
education. The only way we ensure students have the tools for this whole-picture approach is to ensure 
we are funding schools and providing equitable opportunities for all children – not just those in wealthy 
areas. Tying school funding to property taxes significantly disadvantages impoverished communities 
and communities of color. We must reform the way we fund education to provide adequate tools for 
every school district before we can have a proper discussion about student and teacher evaluation. 
 
What is your opinion of charter schools? The theory behind charter schools is something I 
understand, but the corruption of that theory by private interests at the expense of taxpayers and to the 
disadvantage of public school students is something I do not. Charter schools were born out of a need 
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for better education that ignored reforming and properly funding the education system we already have. 
It’s superfluous and a waste of taxpayer dollars. If we properly fund schools and stop tying funding to 
property values, we equip schools to provide fantastic educations to all students regardless of what zip 
code they live in. Charter schools drain tax dollars and rob other students of public resources to provide 
revenue to a private business. School choice, while very important, becomes a nonissue once we 
properly fund schools in an equitable way to ensure quality public education for all children.  
 
 
 
Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? First and foremost, we must end oil and coal subsidies for fossil fuel companies. We must 
force an incentive to switch to alternative energy and the best way to do that is to stop spending billions 
subsidizing a dying energy industry. We must refocus those subsidies into the alternative energy 
industry and stimulate growth in these areas. We also must provide incentives for companies to not 
only assemble alternative energy technology here, but to create it here as well. We need to keep public 
lands and public resources exactly that: owned by the public. We must end permits to drill and extract 
on public land. We cannot keep allowing offshore drilling, dangerous pipeline construction, and artic 
drilling. If we subsidize alternative energy and end our government financial support for the oil industry, 
we will undoubtedly see a boom in green energy. In short, we need a Green New Deal that invests 
heavily in green energy and puts an end to our reliance on fossil fuel. We need to remain on the 
forefront of new energy development just like we have historically since our nation’s birth.  
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What 
types of renewable energy do you favor most? I apologize for redundancy, but I would start by ending 
subsidies for fossil fuels. We the People are bankrolling our own climate disaster and that needs to end 
immediately. By ending those subsidies, we can invest that money into alternative energy. We have to approach 
our investment as two-fold: monetary capital and worker capital. Ending oil subsidies covers the monetary capital 
and debt-free access to technical education covers the worker capital. The money freed up from oil company 
subsidies can be invested both in alternative energy itself and in programs that encourage education of new 
workers in the alternative energy field. This arms workers with the training they will need and alternative energy 
companies with the funding they need, covering both essential forms of capital.  
 
Solar energy is the most effective alternative energy form right now and, even in the face of adversity, the 
technology is developing impressively. By investing in solar, we could see leaps and bounds in this technology in 
a short period of time and that is what our planet needs right now. Solar energy investment also encompasses 
solar batteries, solar grids, and solar technology, which creates jobs and an economic incentive for workers 
around the country. It creates an opportunity for union workers and technical education for working people.  
 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? When 
private banks fold in other first world nations, the government buys them or arranges to take over and reforms 
these banks from private institutions to public institutions. America needs to adopt this system. We have spent too 
much taxpayer money and billions of our dollars bailing out private banks when we should have been buying 
them out and turning them into government institutions. Our banking system now is predatory and archaic, we 
must have a concerted effort from Congress to design and move towards a public banking system and away from 
the private institutions that constantly need our tax dollars to survive.  
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How would you restructure the federal taxation system to address the growing problem of 
income inequality in America? We need a balanced taxation system that shuts corporate loopholes and tax 
loopholes for the 1%. Tax breaks need to be given where they have shown to be most effective: to the poor, the 
working-, and middle class. We must implement a Robin Hood Tax on Wall Street to ensure we regulate the 
millions of dollars in our stock market being traded every day and discourage irresponsible trading and massive 
wealth-hoarding. We need to address how it is that we tax income as well by increasing taxation on unearned 
wealth so that companies are reinvesting their money in the people through higher pay and benefits that have been 
consistently stripped away, not reinvesting in their own stocks to falsely inflate their worth and provide massive 
bonuses to board members or CEOs.  Income that has not been worked for should not be taxes more lightly than 
income that has. From a personal standpoint, we can do more than simply focus on taxation to address income 
inequality. Many first world countries tie CEO pay to lowest-wage worker pay, for example. I think it is important 
for the sake of transparency that I express my support for a similar model in America as an effort to combat the 
most extreme wealth inequality our nation has ever known.  
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of 
the effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. I am an active and vocal supporter for 
H.R. 676 Medicare for All. I also am a supporter and volunteer with Whole Washington for a state-level 
approach. I have expressed my support often and loudly on social media, in interview, and in my platform itself. 
Medicare for All is not just the morally responsible thing to do, it is also the economically responsible thing to do. 
We pay billions every year to a private industry for coverage we often cannot use. When we don’t pay in 
premiums, we pay with our lives. People are dying without healthcare coverage, which tells me our current 
system doesn’t work. A single-payer system would provide coverage for all Americans and eliminate medical 
bankruptcy, which is the leading cause of bankruptcy and hardship today. It would also have a positive impact on 
locally owned businesses by getting rid of the massive overhead many businesses avoid expanding over, since 
companies with over 50 employees must provide health insurance which is not an east cost for many small 
business owners to bear. Single-payer would save taxpayers a trillion dollars in ten years, which is almost the 
entire cost of student loan debt at the time this answer was written. It would allow medical professionals to do 
their jobs, focusing on patient-centered care instead of cost-centered care. Another often overlooked benefit for a 
single-payer system is Veterans’ care. The biggest complaint about the VA is the wait, since options are limited, 
but a single-payer system would drastically cut down on that wait and the VA hospitals could be integrated into a 
single-payer network for a wider range of patients.  
 
One big fear I hear is insurance industry jobs being lost, but a single-payer system doesn’t eliminate jobs – it just 
creates a need for new ones. Many of these insurance industry workers would be the perfect arbiters for a single-
payer system and care. They would easily be transitioned from private sector employees to government 
employees.  
 
What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social 
Security and Medicare? I support policies that expand and protect Medicare and Social Security by shielding 
them from cuts during budget discussions. I also support policies that allow people to invest more in their Social 
Security and ensure Social Security is adjusted yearly to contend with inflation. I also support efforts to repeal the 
taxable income cap. I am absolutely opposed to efforts that cut Social Security and Medicare and I support an 
expansion of Medicare under H.R. 676 Medicare for All. 
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian 
oversight of law enforcement? I would end programs that sell unused military equipment to police 
departments first and foremost. Police officers are not at war with the citizens, they should not have 
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weaponry used by our soldiers. We need to supplement the loss of military equipment with access to 
funding for de-escalation trainings and community outreach programs. While I cannot establish civilian 
oversight from a federal position, I can use my platform to encourage the creation of these oversight 
committees. I can also use my position to fight for funding for organizations that track police violence 
against civilians and departments with high incidents of police brutality. Being armed with information is 
the first step to combating militarization and we can most effectively gather this information with the 
help of groups who are able to accurately obtain it. This would enable Congress to push the Justice 
Department to take action and arm civilians with what they need to know about their police 
departments.  
 
How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? In a 
digital, post-9/11 world, this is a difficult conversation. However, we cannot continue on pretending the 4th 
Amendment does not exist in our nation’s Constitution. We must respect the 4th Amendment rights of all 
Americans. I would strongly oppose any legislation for surveillance that does not require a warrant. All persons 
are innocent until proven guilty, the federal government is not exempt from this ideology and should not be 
treated as such. While the NSA has a purpose and I understand the fear that brought about this Agency, we cannot 
allow our democracy to be undermined by an Agency whose entire purpose is predicated on violating the 
Constitution on which we were founded. It is time for us to repeal CISPA and any legislation that extends the 
sunset provisions of the PATRIOT Act. Americans have a right to privacy and if a government body wants to 
violate that privacy, they must present their evidence and obtain a warrant to do so as our laws of the land have 
dictated they must.  
 
 
General 
 
Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? I consider 
myself a progressive Democrat. I was born and raised in a Democrat household to very progressive parents – who 
didn’t realize they were progressives until the term entered mainstream. I grew up believing all people deserve to 
have healthcare when they are sick, no person should be forced to live in poverty, and all people deserve equal 
treatment under the law. I will not deny I have some frustration towards the Party, but it is still the Party I believe 
in that has the best interests of the American people at heart. We can be critical of the things we love without 
loving them less. We are in an era of massive change and upheaval, it is time for progressive movement forwards 
for the Democratic Party. I believe I am the right candidate for the 9th District of Washington to help carry that 
movement to Congress.  
 
 
 
What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  
 As it stands for the 2016 platform, I do not see much I disagree with. I think the position against nuclear energy 
could be short-sighted as the technology grows and becomes more viable, but in the face of repeated ecological 
disasters at the hands of nuclear energy sites I understand the position especially with the viability of non-nuclear 
alternative energy being so strong. As it is now, I do not disagree with the platform. I do, however, think the State 
Party must be more authoritative in holding Democrats elected to office to this platform.  
 
 
If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? I volunteered for Rory O’Sullivan when he ran for State Senate in the 37th Legislative 
District. It was brief, but I saw the importance of participation and, frankly, just showing up. We need legislators 
and representatives who show up. Not just physically, but emotionally and morally. We need representatives who 

http://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%202014%20Platform.pdf
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are committed to progressive values and who will not acquiesce at the first sign of conflict. We need people 
willing to put themselves out there and stand firmly for the things that matter to working people. I have helped 
gather signatures for I-940 and participated in the Prop 1 launch in 2017. People are excited and eager when they 
are educated, it is important to make sure we are always educating people on what’s happening in their own back 
yards – whether it’s their local, state, or federal yard.  
 
 
 
Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 
I was elected to be a Precinct Committee Officer for the 37th Legislative District from 2016-2017.  
 
 
 
What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do 
you have for dealing with it? My gut says “Everything”, but the number one motivating issue for me was 
student debt. It is woefully underrealized as the single biggest threat to our economy right now. I, as a student 
debt holder, have become exhausted listening to politicians promise to fight student debt on the campaign trail, 
then kick the can down the road for someone else to deal with after they get elected. Our elected officials realize 
how important it is that we tackle this issue, but none of them are willing to push and do something about it. I am 
tired of waiting for my representative to stand up and fight for students, so I am taking up the mantle to fight for 
them instead. Bernie Sanders proposed a Robin Hood Tax on Wall Street to fund debt-free education, I strongly 
support this initiative and refuse to let a good idea like this one fall to the back burner. I also propose a student 
bailout, eliminating the $1.5 trillion debt bubble that grows bigger every day. If we can bail out Wall Street 
bankers who gave themselves multimillion dollar bonuses with our tax dollars, we can bail out students who are 
working three jobs just to afford food. I refuse to accept that we can relieve corporations and banking fatcats that 
ruined our housing market, but not drowning students and graduates who just want to live their lives.  
 
 
Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing 
solutions? The second most important issue to me is ending corporate money in our political system. Every 
other issue I feel strongly about amounts to nothing until we remove corporate money from our politics. We 
cannot end wars if we have politicians funded by the war industry thwarting every effort we make. Single payer 
Medicare for All will never be possible if politicians are bought and paid for by the healthcare industry. Fighting 
for Net Neutrality means nothing if the representatives voting on it are owned by the telecoms industry. We must 
eliminate the presence of corporate and special interest money from politics and we must put an end to corporate 
lobbying. Until then, all other issues will continue to be forced onto the back burner.  
 
 
If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? I am running in a very safely blue district, so I am fortunate not to be 
running under the threat of losing the 9th to a Republican. My campaign has already started building 
strong coalitions among previously scattered progressive groups. We have hosted a Progressive Town 
Hall for Homelessness Advocacy, which drew over a hundred people and several progressive groups 
who have been able to start forming their own coalitions. Now, we are starting our first in a series of 
events to unite progressive groups and formulate a progressive platform for Washington State 
candidates seeking endorsements from these groups. We have connected Our Revolution King County 
with the Washington State Berniecrats, brought in volunteers from Uphill Media to help with streaming 
and recording events, and we have boosted signups and information exchanges for volunteer efforts 
around the County. We have hosted viewing parties for major political events, candidate forums for 
local races, and are working on monthly Progressive Town Hall events focused on single issues and 
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connecting the community with local organizations doing the legwork around those issues. Our 
campaign is focused on both running this race hard and ensuring that we create a lasting network 
within the community so we can keep the momentum going even after the election is over. I take the 
charge of, “Not me, Us.” Very seriously and am making sure this campaign is about people first.  


