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Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 

Candidate Name: Christopher Roberts 
Position Sought: State Representative, 32nd LD Position 2 
Campaign Manager:  
Consultant:  
Campaign Email: chris@chrisrobertswa.com  
Campaign Phone: 206-552-9160 
Website: www.votechrisroberts.com 
Campaign Address: 18333 3rd Ave NE Shoreline, WA 98155 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 
 

Yes. I am pleased with the passage of I-1433 and with the overwhelming support of Washington residents 

who stood up in support a higher minimum wage. If 1433 dd not pass, I would have pressed my colleagues 

to adopt an increase. I continue to believe that jurisdictions, like Shoreline, should have a discussion about 

a $15 minimum, phased in over several years to match those in Seattle. 
 
What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 

We need to be strong supporters of worker’s rights to organize and collectively bargain and work to make 

sure that any organizing election is conducted honestly and fairly.  
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 

I believe we over-test our students and place students and schools in stressful situations. I would work with 

teachers to develop appropriate age and ability criteria for evaluation. 
 
What is your opinion of charter schools? 

 

Charter schools take money away from public schools and are less accountable to the public. 
 
Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
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resources? 
 

The state must play a big role in addressing climate change and the promotion of alternative energy. The 

State can encourage the adoption of development codes to require LEED certification of new development 

and require new construction to include solar panels (or at minimum, the conduits so solar could be 

installed in the future), connections for electric vehicles, and other building regulations. 
 

What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types of 

renewable energy do you favor most?  
 

I am a strong believe in solar, and we need to invest in battery storage. The State should use its power as a 

proper owner to install charging stations, add solar to state-buildings, and help cities and other local 

governments add solar to their projects. 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 

We need to first study which public banking model works best for Washington and other jurisdictions in the 

State - and then proceed toward implementation. 
 
What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 

I will work to fix our regressive and inequitable tax system to make it more fair. We need to first bring about 

more transparency and accountability to our tax code. Then we need to develop a reform package that 

reduces the State portion of sales and property taxes for a more progressive tax system, for both 

individuals and businesses. 

 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 

I believe that single payer will likely benefit the overall economy - allowing for more people to become sole 

proprietors without worrying about health care, eliminate the circumstance of individuals going bankrupt 

because of an illness or accident, and will likely reduce costs for the entire system of delivering health care. 
 
What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? 
 

We must not privatize. We must support legislation to lift the cap. 
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 

Law enforcement plays an important role in our communities. Officers devote their lives to protecting and 
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serving the public. State and local officials need to work with the police and the community to develop trust 

and respect. Part of that is making sure that officers are approachable and integrated into the community 

they serve. Part of that is to ensure officers are trained to deescalate situations, especially with individuals 

who may be suffering from a mental illness. An additional piece is to encourage all members of our 

communities to consider service as a police officer as a career. 

 

From a policy perspective, I have concerns about the militarization of local police forces. The questions I 

have, are whether the equipment is appropriate for the level and type of crime within a given city and 

whether the officers are appropriately trained to use the equipment.  
 
How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 

I disagree with the premise that there is a tradeoff between these two concepts. We must protect the rights 

of Americans and that will preserve national security. 

 
 
General 
 
Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 

Yes. Yes. I am a progressive because I believe that we need to put people first in how we govern America. I 

believe we need more policy makers who govern based on sound moral principles. We need more leaders 

who advance agendas putting the needs of people first. 

 

As Mayor of Shoreline, I proclaimed Shoreline to be a safe and welcoming city. I made sure that Shoreline 
remained committed to the Paris Climate Accords. I signed the Mayor’s Compact against Hate along with mayors 

across the country. I signed an amicus brief supporting the Colorado Civil Rights Commission in their case 

against Masterpiece Cakeshop, stating that we need vigorous enforcement of anti-discrimination laws. 
 
What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do you 
disagree with? Why?  
 

I think the platform is weak on addressing the needs of urban Indians. 
 
If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, what 
other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from those 
campaigns? 
 

Shoreline City Council, elected 2009 and reelected in 2013 and 2017. 

King County Director of Elections 2015. 
 
Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 
 

Yes. I am a member of the State Central Committee from the 32nd LD and am currently the co-chair of the 

State Rules Committee. I am also the chair of the Washington State Chapter of Democratic Municipal 

Officials and on the board of the National Democratic Municipal Officials. I was also chair of the Native 

American Caucus of the Washington State Democratic Party. 
 

http://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%2520State%2520Democrats%2520-%25202014%2520Platform.pdf
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What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you have 
for dealing with it? 
 

 

I am running for State Representative because there are some issues that cannot be solved on my 

city council. We were considering adopting strong workplace regulations in the City, but found that 

we do not have the capacity to enforce those regulations. And, while we could grant workers a 

private right of action, we place the entire burden of enforcement on workers who may be less able 

to assert their rights. We need to harness the power of the State to enforce local labor regulations.  

 

On our Council last year, we wanted to invest more in maintaining our public infrastructure. Our 

choices to raise taxes were to add a regressive B&O tax or a regressive Transportation Benefit 

District charge or sales tax. Our council has called for the implementation of a more progressive tax 

system. We need a legislator to push the envelope and get better policies adopted.  

I will prioritize legislation that protects workers, strengthens collective bargaining rights, promotes 

family-wage jobs, advances equity for underserved groups, fully funds public K-12 education, and 

manages growth responsibly. Being a legislator means working to expand opportunity and improve 

outcomes across the board, not just for a select few. 

 

 

Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 

My approach to implementing solutions is to roll up my sleeves and pass legislation that makes 

sense, is clear, and is workable. I ask lots of questions about legislation, because legislative text is 

important, not just meaning or intent.  

 

If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 

not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 

who share progressive values? 


