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Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? YES

Labor
Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action

continues to be stalled? To what level?

Yes. $15 seems like a reasonable, thought-out starting point. Eventually we would like all our full-
time workers to be able to stay above poverty line and support their families.

Education
What is your opinion of high stakes testing? How would you change the way students and teachers are

evaluated?

I do not support high-stakes testing. This kind of testing fails to account for students' differing
strengths and learning styles. My wife is a teacher, my parents were teachers, and my step-parents
were teachers, so I have a lot of first-hand input on this issue! Evaluations should be targeted, more
frequent, and used primarily as a tool for providing targeted educational resourees to students (or
schools) that need them. We should place more trust in our local schools, and their principals, to
evaluate teachers. Skilled and motivated teachers will ensure student success.

Environment
What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent

privatization of natural resources?

County government must show leadership in recognizing the community nature of our core natural

_tesources and their stewardship. The county should make commitments to promoting alternative
energy in its capital investments. Land-use decisions must always account for the impact on dwindling
natural resources, and providing matching funds to preserve our water quality, agricultural lands, and
open spaces should be emphasized. County leadership to promote new projects to protect in-stream
flows for our rivers should be a top priority in the wake of the recent “Hirst fix” legislation.

Finance/Taxation
What will you do to support public banking at the local level?

My understanding is that public banking has been used very successfully in North Dakota and other
parts of the world, and therefore I would want to support the ability of local jurisdictions to operate a
public bank to benefit all citizens, for example, by reducing the cost of large capital projects.



Health Care/Retirement
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the

effect on local citizens, service providers, and government.

Our health care system is not working for our citizens. All of our citizens deserve health care, and
service providers need a uniform system so they can simply order the care that patients need, not
wrangle with insurance companies who primarily have profits, not patients' care, in mind. When
people can get the appropriate treatment and preventative care they need, emergency room expenses
will fall, and the government will benefit. A single-payer system, carefully designed, will have a huge
positive effect on our community.

Security/Public Safety
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of

law enforcement?

There are a whole range of steps we can take. Good policing involves contact and commitment to the
local community at large from our officers. Military service and civilian police service are very
different jobs, with different goals, and are possibly incompatible with each other. Because of that, it
makes sense to direct our combat troops to different professions when they return from service. More
training in de-escalation and mental health is critical for our officers. Independent review of uses of

deadly force should be standard.

General
Do you conmsider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why?

I consider myself a Democrat and a progressive. I come from a working-class family and Democrats
represent the interests of working Americans in the face of the disproportionate political power of the
wealthy. Progressives, and Democrats, value the public good over private interests particularly when
private interests negatively impact the public good. These philosophical values manifest in support for
policies important to me such as strong environmental protection, access to health care for all citizens,
a strong educational system accessible to all, a fair, progressive tax structure, and assistance and
support for our most vulnerable citizens.

What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform do you disagree with? Why?

I agree with the platform.

If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, what
other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from those

campaigns?

I participated in Bill Clinton's 1992 campaign. I participated in Tony Knowles' 2004 U.S. Senate
campaign in Alaska. I learned the value of direct voter candidate through door-belling and canvassing.
I learned that hard work and good organization is the only path to victory.

Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices?

Obama delegate to the County Convention in 2008,




What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you have
Jor dealing with it?

The fiscal health of Thurston County. Under the current Board of County Commissioners, our county's
funding reserves have drastically fallen. The county faces what's been called a “quiet crisis” of
government costs rising faster than revenue. While previous Commissioners have planned for and
managed that squeeze, the current Board has simply spent through reserves. I will move to implement
long-term financial planning, and with my 17 years of experience as a criminal defense attorney, I will
carefully scrutinize the biggest part of our county's discretionary budget: law and justice. I will work
with courts, prosecutors, public defense, law enforcement, and corrections to implement Innovative
Justice reforms, find efficiencies and cost savings, reduce criminal recidivism, and make our
communities healthier and safer --- for less money.

Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions?

Land use decision-making is a very important “secondary” issue for our County Commission --- I
believe it sits right next to fiscal health as the most important issue for our county. Right now, with our
current Commissioners, in questions of development versus conservation, development always wins. I
will strike the right balance between property rights and conservation, to retain the distinctive character
of our county as we continue to grow. We must provide for both prosperity and preservation. We can
do more to limit sprawl and protect our agricultural lands. We need a much more aggressive approach

to water quality problems.

If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If not,
how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people who share
progressive values?

Thurston County is a patchwork of diverse constituencies with differing priorities. I want to build my
campaign around shared values that can bring voters of Thurston County together --- such as clean
watet, sound financial management, forward-looking partnerships. I love bringing different people
together to share something special ... that's why, in addition to my full-time legal career, I've been a
part-time bluegrass musician for the last 12 years. Bluegrass music builds bridges, and this is the goal

of my campaign!




