
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 

Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Maralyn Chase 
Position Sought: Senator 32LD 
Campaign Manager: Michael Fertakis 
Consultant: CD Consulting 
Campaign Email: maralyn@maralynchase.com 
Campaign Phone: 425-312-3056 
Website: www.maralynchase.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 77267 
                                       Seattle, WA  98177 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus?  Yes 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level?  
 

● Yes.   Prevailing wages across the state. 
 
What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 
Whatever they negotiate including card check-off.  I do not operate as a cowboy so would take the strategy 
developed by labor very seriously. 
 
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated?  
 
 I am opposed to high stakes testing.   Tests should be to help the teacher see how her/his 
students are doing.  Tests should be used as an assessment to aid in a students personal 
learning plan.  My grandson took hours and hours of tests prior to completing high school this 
year.  Neither he nor the teacher received any value or measure of how he was progressing. 
What good is that? 
 
What is your opinion of charter schools? 
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I am 100% opposed to Charter Schools and one of the leaders in the legislature in opposing them. 
 
Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? 
 
We need more wind and solar and conservation -- conservation is the most cost effective, 
energy efficient means to develop alternative energy, create jobs, etc.    To prevent privatization 
of natural resources we must elect more progressive legislators.  That is the only way to 
safeguard our heritage and the inheritance of our future generations. 
 
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types 
of renewable energy do you favor most?  
 
Pass more conservation bills -- which is the cheapest form of  alternative, green energy.  After that we need 
to work on expanding solar.  I will work on that as an economic development initiative. 
 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 
I am on the tax force for the public bank.  I think we need to reinstate Glas Steagel. 
 
What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 
Restore the property tax base by taxing intangible property (stocks and bonds) at the same 
uniform rate as tangible (houses, etc.) property. 
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government.  
 
I am in favor of medicare for all and make speeches in favor of it.  I endorsed I 1600 because it is 
the right thing to do. 
 
What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? 
 
I support social security and medicare.  Both are federal legislation and I approach them as a citizen not a 
legislator. 
 
 
Security/Public Safety 
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How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 
Stop them from receiving surplus military equipment.  And, establish a civilian oversight committee. 
 
How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 
Follow the Constitution! 
 
 
General 
 
Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why?  
 
I am a Democrat.  Yes, I consider myself a progressive because the progressive viewpoint 
represents my values and ideals.  I remain a Democrat even though it is hard to find much in common 
with the Wall Street Party that is presently controlling the Democratic Party.  I have been fighting them 
since the 1960s for justice and fairness. 
 
 
What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (← click link to view) do you 
disagree with? Why?   None that I know of.  It would be nice if also served as guidance for the state 
legislature but it does not. 
 
 
 
If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, what 
other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from those 
campaigns? 
Current Senator for 32LD - 2010 - 2018  
State Representative 32LD 2002-2010 
 
 
Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 
Current Senator for 32LD - 2010 - 2018  
State Representative 32LD 2002-2010 
POC Holly precinct 2001 
 
What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you have 
for dealing with it?  
 
 Economic and social justice which includes a decent job, a good education and a clean environment. I 
am the chair of the Economic Development and International Trade Committee and have several 
initiatives underway to deal with the future of work, a modernized manufacturing sector and a solid 
education policy.  
 
 
 

http://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%202014%20Platform.pdf


 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 

Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 
 
 
 
If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If not, 
how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people who share 
progressive values? 
 
I am running in the most progressive legislative district in the State of Washington, perhaps in the 
country.  I have a Wall Street Democrat running against me who does not like single payer health care, 
income tax,  respect for a civil campaign, protecting residents for organized plans to move citizens off 
the land and out of their homes.  He seemingly does not understand that people have reached the limit 
of their ability to pay higher taxes -- or he does not care.   He does not understand that by our public 
policy we are creating homelessness and inadequate schools, poor health care, increased carbon and 
a whole lot more.  
 
 He thinks he can beat me by negative campaigning -- “it's time for a change”  -- read that as the slogan 
that Slade Gorton used against Warren Magnuson to say that Warren Magnuson is to old.  Ageism writ 
large.  I have yet to hear anything that he is going to do in a positive vein only negative statements 
about me as being ineffective --    Old and ineffective.    But he offers no solutions. 


