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Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to 
people running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility 
commissioners, etc. If you are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking 
questions about state-wide or national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are 
tomorrow's senators, representatives and governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in 
mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few years. We want to put people into the 
pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing of the party,” We are old 
fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good ideas; and 
modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name:  Daron Morris 
Position Sought: King County Prosecutor 
Campaign Manager: Riall Johnson 
Consultant: Same 
Campaign Email: info@electdaro.nmorris.org 
Campaign Phone: 206 202 2977 
Website: www.electdaronmorris.org 
Campaign Address: PO Box 22169, Seattle, WA 98122 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action 
continues to be stalled? To what level? 
 
Yes.  I’d like to see minimum wage raised in King County higher than I-1433 levels.  It is 
exceedingly expensive to live here.  $18/hr at a minimum.  Lower wages will not address 
homeless and housing uncertainty.  Study after study shows that healthy minimum wage laws 
do not reduce job growth.  
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and 
teachers are evaluated? 
 
As a parent of three kids ages 11, 8 and 6, one of whom has significant anxiety issues and is a 
cancer survivor, I’d like to see us move away from high stakes testing.  I’m encouraged by 
Seattle Public Schools recent emphasis on emotional learning curriculum. 
 
Environment    
 
What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and 
prevent privatization of natural resources? 
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I support initiative 1631.  I would like to see our State and localities do more to incentivize, 
recruit, and develop clean energy industries.  We should maintain strong local environmental 
regulation over public natural resources.  This is an area where we also need strong federal 
and state-wide measures to prevent corporations from taking their pollution elsewhere without 
changing their practices.  
 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 
 
The idea of a public bank that can support affordable housing and other equitable priorities, not 
tethered to corporate profit incentives and boom-bust cycles, is very exciting.  I support it as a 
citizen.  Since this is advancing at the municipal level, the County Prosecutor may not be a 
central voice on the issue.  But all politicians are voices on all issues, and I would lend mine in 
support to the extent doing so is helpful. 
 
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of 
the effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
I am for single payer health care.  I believe universal health care is a moral responsibility. 
Single payer would reduce cost and increase equity by centralizing administration.  
 
My daughter is a cancer survivor and I lost my wife to the same disease.  If it were not for The 
Affordable Care Act, we very likely would have exceeded the maximum benefit under our 
policy.  I was privileged to have employer paid healthcare but many people are not that 
fortunate.  These are issues of life and death and must not be decided based on whether a 
person is able to maintain employment.  
 
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian 
oversight of law enforcement? 
 
I would establish civilian oversight over police misconduct investigations.  I would reform police 
departments along community policing values.  We must end stop and frisk and broken 
windows policing strategies, and pass Initiative 940 and retrain our police to be de-escalators 
not “warriors.” 
 
General 
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Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 
Yes to both.  I am a democrat because I believe in strong governmental protections to enforce 
civil rights and workers rights, and to regulate economic forces in accordance with the interests 
of society.  I believe in progressive taxation systems.  I am a progressive because I believe the 
promises of the Civil Rights Movement and The New Deal have not been realized, and 
because many centrist democrats have aligned themselves with Wall Street values at the 
expense of the poor and marginalized.  
 
What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (← click link to 
view) do you disagree with? Why?  
 
None, though I would like to see the word “equity” alongside the word “equality” in the 
Preamble.  As Prosecutor, I would be able to actually advance the WSDP platform on Law and 
Justice (and related topics) rather than merely continuing to aspire to those goals. 
 
If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first 
campaign, what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What 
did you learn from those campaigns? 
 
This is my first election. 
 
Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization 
offices? 
 
No. 
 
What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What 
proposals do you have for dealing with it? 
 
Mass incarceration and the racial disproportionality within it. As a public defender, working 
within the system for twenty years, I came to realize that I could not do enough to change this 
problem from the inside.  
 
Judges, prosecutors and defense lawyers alike will acknowledge that our system of mass 
incarceration is the modern day heir of slavery.  As the Civil Rights movement prevailed 
against segregation laws and older forms of white terrorism, Richard Nixon began the War On 
Drugs to marginalize his political enemies and to secure the white southern vote:    Most 
fundamentally, this was a war on African Americans, a war that Ronald Reagan recommitted 
our nation to in 1982 against the backdrop of the "crack epidemic."   These trends were then 
exacerbated under Clinton.  Primarily due to these types of policies, The United States, one of 
the greatest democracies in the world now has the highest prison population and the highest 
incarceration rate per capita. (Our incarceration rate is actually six times higher than China's 
and also higher than Russia's). 
 

http://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%202014%20Platform.pdf
https://www.kcba.org/newsevents/barbulletin/BView.aspx?Month=09&Year=2012&AID=article3.htm
https://www.vox.com/2016/3/22/11278760/war-on-drugs-racism-nixon
https://www.vox.com/2016/3/22/11278760/war-on-drugs-racism-nixon
https://www.vox.com/2016/3/22/11278760/war-on-drugs-racism-nixon
http://www.drugpolicy.org/issues/brief-history-drug-war
http://www.drugpolicy.org/issues/brief-history-drug-war
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2016/04/11/bill-clinton-black-lives-and-the-myths-of-the-1994-crime-bill
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2016/04/11/bill-clinton-black-lives-and-the-myths-of-the-1994-crime-bill
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/uk/06/prisons/html/nn2page1.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/uk/06/prisons/html/nn2page1.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/uk/06/prisons/html/nn2page1.stm
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When I say this system is undeniably harmful, racially discriminatory, oppressive and wasteful, 
that's not just my opinion, it's science.  (Note that I'm citing this research paper for the 
evidence it cites, not endorsing all of the policy recommendations).  Please take the time to 
really read through the science cited here and understand the evidence.  Long prison 
sentences don't keep us safe and actually increase risk to community safety.  Prisons don't 
work, they are traumatizing, and have been co-opted by very old and very racist forces, forces 
that go all the way back to the three fifths of a democracy we founded when we ratified the 
United States Constitution.  
 
The situation is no different in King County and it is our Prosecutor who is chiefly responsible. 
Dan Satterberg continues to charge and convict minorities at an outrageously disproportional 
rate.   No effort has been made to reduce the overall population of our local jail.  In spite of 
much talk of diversion, the Prosecutor's office has not reduced its overall filings.  
It's also happening to our kids and the racial issues are even worse. In recent years, more than 
half of the children in the King County Youth Jail have been African American. 
Disproportionality rates are also deeply problematic among other minority groups.  We don't 
need to build a 112 bed facility when the average population of the jail is only 50 and should be 
far smaller.  Nor should any child be housed in a "jail".  We can talk about security and safety, 
but we need to separate that from failed and harmful approaches.  Will kids on occasion 
commit horrific crimes?  Absolutely, and we must be prepared for that.  Does that mean 
building 112 beds in a centralized facility for such scenarios?  Absolutely not.  
As we all know, it's is also happening in our streets with the militarized police killings of so 
many people of color.  Black Lives Matter and, yes, it is all about race.  
 
Here are several core things we can change:  
 

1. Commit to Sentencing Reform and ending punitive mandatory minimums. We 
must end the failed approach of dialing up punitive “sentencing triplers”, enhancements, 
and mandatory minimums. Our prosecutor should rely on evidence-based crime 
prevention, rather than borrowing from “tough on crime” era policies and ineffective 
deterrence-based approaches.  We must return trust and discretion to our judges to 
grant mercy when mercy is due.  

 
2. Restore Fairness and Balance in our Courtrooms.  Our prison systems are fed by 

coercive practices, particularly around plea bargaining, bail and speedy trial.  This 
means centralized oversight over plea offers, ending the money bail system, and 
promoting speedy trials and efficient use of taxpayer resources.  We must restore this 
fundamental fairness to our proceedings, not only because it’s the right thing to do, but 
because coercion exacerbates incarceration rates and disproportionality.  

 
3. Invest and Expand Diversion Programs like Law Enforcement and Assisted 

Diversion and Community Passageways. We know that programs like the King 
County Law Enforcement and Assisted Diversion (LEAD) work. However, they affect far 
too few lives. We must be bold in expanding programs we know work, and hold 
ourselves to the ambitious goals we have set. I will use this office to advocate for 

https://www.nap.edu/download/18613
https://www.nap.edu/download/18613
https://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/courts/detention/documents/KC_DAR_Monthly_Breakouts_04_2018.ashx?la=en.%C2%A0
https://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/courts/detention/documents/KC_DAR_Monthly_Breakouts_04_2018.ashx?la=en.%C2%A0
https://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/courts/detention/documents/KC_DAR_Monthly_Breakouts_04_2018.ashx?la=en.%C2%A0
https://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/courts/detention/documents/KC_DAR_04_2018.ashx?la=en
https://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/courts/detention/documents/KC_DAR_04_2018.ashx?la=en
https://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/courts/Clerk/docs/Statistics/CriminalRpt201712.ashx?la=en
https://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/courts/Clerk/docs/Statistics/CriminalRpt201712.ashx?la=en
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expanded resources and support for programs like LEAD, Community Passageways, 
etc. 

 
4. Reform Drug and Mental Health Courts to meet their ambitious purpose. In cases 

where individuals commit crimes due to drug addiction or mental illness, we must 
recognize the problems facing our Drug and Mental Health Courts and recommit 
ourselves to ensuring these great ideas are implemented well. Currently, too many 
people are excluded from these effective programs.  

  
 
 
Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing 
solutions? 
 
I would hesitate any issue “secondary” because they are all so vitally important and urgent.  
 
We not only need to change our policies and practices, we also need to change our larger 
vision and the Prosecutor’s relationship with community, particularly our most vulnerable 
populations. 
 
Recently, our current Prosecutor said he believes that most of those suffering homelessness 
are homeless because of drug addiction. However, it is well known that the number one cause 
of homelessness is the skyrocketing cost of living and a lack of affordable housing. The King 
County Prosecutor must have a level of community engagement and basic empathy that is not 
reflected in those kinds of statements. Rather than blaming some of the most vulnerable 
people in our county for experiencing homelessness and housing insecurity, the Prosecutor 
must listen to the community and make informed sentencing decisions based on known root 
causes of crime. I believe that justice is best achieved through active partnership between the 
Prosecutor's Office and community members. This is especially true when marginalized voices 
- such as the voices of women, caretakers, people with disabilities, people with mental 
illnesses, and youth - are actively sought and prioritized. I am committed to involving the 
community in developing guidelines for prosecution that effectively address crime while 
building up healthy and safe community. 
 
To that end, I will: 
 

1. Regularly invite community to train prosecutors about implicit bias, 
de-escalation, and sensitivity to the myriad challenges facing community. 

 
2. Stop stigmatizing homelessness, mental illness, poverty, and drug addiction. 

 
3. Support community in advocating against ineffective funding priorities like the 

Youth Jail. 
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4. Instead of threatening families with incarceration, work with parents and teachers 
to keep kids in schools. 

 
5. Respect and honor women’s autonomy, especially in cases of domestic violence 

and also with sex work. 
 

6. Promote jury diversity and prevent jury discrimination. 
 

7. Promote a more thorough and transparent inquest process for investigating law 
enforcement abuses. 

 
 
If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at 
winning? If not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections 
among local people who share progressive values? 
 
I am not running in a Republican area but my opponent is a lifelong Republican who only 
joined the Democratic Party after I challenged him in this election. 
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/king-county-prosecutor-dan-satterberg-says
-hes-now-a-democrat/.  Clearly, he would not have done this unless he thought my chances of 
winning were good.  But in order to succeed, we are going to need democrats to stand up for 
real progressive values, rather than for transactional politics and incumbency. 

https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/king-county-prosecutor-dan-satterberg-says-hes-now-a-democrat/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/king-county-prosecutor-dan-satterberg-says-hes-now-a-democrat/

