
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 

Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to 
people running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility 
commissioners, etc. If you are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking 
questions about state-wide or national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are 
tomorrow's senators, representatives and governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in 
mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few years. We want to put people into the 
pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing of the party,” We are old 
fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good ideas; and 
modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name:  Susan Soto Palmer 
Position Sought:   Yakima County Commissioner, District #3 
Campaign Manager:  None 
Consultant:  None 
Campaign Email: electsusancc3@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: (509) 941-3764 
Website: TBD 
Campaign Address: 732 Summitview Avenue #664, Yakima, WA 98902 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action 
continues to be stalled? To what level? 
 
Yes.  I support raising wages to a living wage based on cost of living, but obviously more than 
$15.00 by 2020.  This will require community education in this area as business owners are 
fighting back in this area by funding strong lobbying for “right to work” policies. 
 
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and 
teachers are evaluated? 
 
As a mother of a son who was challenged with ADHD and other issues, I know that high 
stakes testing is but one way to gage students and that many students are disadvantaged by 
high stakes testing.  This disadvantage could lead to other serious issues for students and 
teachers.  Students, parents and teachers should be able to create individual plans that work 
for each individual student.  I would seek solutions which are well-rounded for the students and 
teachers.  I believe that requires students and teachers to have their voices in any change on 
evaluation.  They are the experts of what tools work and what measures might be successful. 
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Environment    
 
What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and 
prevent privatization of natural resources? 
 
We must evaluation who is being assigned to various boards, what our zoning ordinances are, 
incentives for clean green energy building, etc.  We must also help lead education on 
alternative energy and preventing the privatization of natural resources, which means we must 
be talking to our poor, working poor and middle-class families about these issues and 
encourage businesses who are responsible and willing to invest and sustain the communities 
in which they are building. 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 
 
It will require engaging community about public banking, which means meeting people where 
they are and having those conversations, town halls, etc., and of course, follow Senator Bob 
Hasegawa’s lead. 
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of 
the effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
I am a supporter of I-1600.  I am a board member of Whole Washington and continue to 
advocate for and gather signatures during my campaign because this is a very important issue. 
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian 
oversight of law enforcement? 
 
As County Commissioners, we have authority over the budget and requests from the County 
Sheriff’s office.  Those requests for funds need to be fully examined (if they are not) and 
facilitate ways that we can reduce militarization through the budget process.  It is also way past 
time for our Commissioners’ to serve and involve community in these decisions.  This will also 
require advocating for citizens not just prominent business members to be appointed in 
positions where these decisions are made, as well as, hold business meetings during times 
that community members can attend, have more information about the business being 
considered, videotape meetings, etc. 
 
 
General 
 
Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
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I consider myself a Progressive Democrat.  I believe that we, the 99%, have serious issues 
and that we must discuss those issues that are affecting us all and then find solutions together.  
We cannot continue to wait for incremental changes.  We must get money out of our politics, if 
we hope to create a more equitable government that works for us, which also sustains our 
precious resources and provides relief to our most vulnerable. 
 
 
What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  
 
I am currently working on the Platform Committee.  Having gone through the entire platform 
together as delegates, I cannot recall, at the moment, any particular plank which I have strong 
disagreements with.  However, I reserve the right to so disagree, should something come to 
my attention.  Our Platform is over 40 pages and it is difficult to remember every word we have 
spent several hours revising and updating. 
 
 
If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 
 
I ran in 2016 for State Representative, 14th LD, Position 1.  I have participated in several 
campaigns as a volunteer. 
 
Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization 
offices? 
 
I have been a PCO since 2014.  I was Chair of Yakima County from 2014 – 2016 during the 
first election for the new City Council system.  I am currently the Yakima County State 
Committeewoman and the Affirmative Action Co-Chair for the State Committee.  I was also a 
Sanders PLEO National Delegate. 
 
 
What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do 
you have for dealing with it? 
 
In the Central/Eastern part of the state, we must be willing to stand up for our values without 
minimizing those issues just to “get a vote”.  I plan on standing firm on progressive issues 
because it is important and the issues we stand for, living wage, universal healthcare, quality 
no-cost, low-cost education, affordable housing, the people in our community experiencing 
homelessness, etc., must be discussed in our communities, especially if we want to build trust 
with our communities.   
 
 
 

http://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%202014%20Platform.pdf
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Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing 
solutions? 
 
The County Commissioners’ office needs transparency and it needs to provide access of their 
services to community members.  It needs to be an open office where public comment is 
welcomed, invited and incorporated as applicable.  It is no longer acceptable for only the 
wealthy in our community to make decisions that affect all of us. 
 
If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? 
If not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 
 
The Yakima Herald editors believe that I have a good opportunity to make it through the 
primary because there are six Republicans of various degrees running.  This is an unusual 
admission from the Herald.   
 
No matter the outcome, progressives must be willing to have conversations with others about 
issues and solutions.   Although from time-to-time, I must take breaks for myself, my history of 
community advocacy in Yakima County supports my work in the community advocating for 
progressive policies, issues and solutions. 


