
 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is September 5th 2018 12:01 PM 
PST. It must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Erin Frasier 
Position Sought: State Representative, 19th LD, Position 1 
Campaign Manager: Summer O’Neill 
Consultant: NorthWest Passage 
Campaign Email: info@people4erin.com 
Campaign Phone: 360-942-8245 
Website: www.people4erin.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 142, Adna, WA 98522 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level?  
 
Yes, I support the statewide minimum wage increase and sick and safe leave for all Washington 
workers.  I also feel strongly that local jurisdictions should have the right to raise the wages locally to 
meet the rising cost of living.  I do have concerns about the ability of local small businesses in rural 
communities like mine to maintain staffing or hire additional employees at $15 per hour and want to 
ensure we are applying appropriate mitigations. 
 
What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 
I have spent my career working on workforce development and jobs training and see the essential role 
unions play in the lives of union members, their families, and our communities.  I am currently working 
to promote strengthened pathways to apprenticeship, especially for those receiving Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families and Basic Food Assistance.  In the Legislature, I will be a strong 
champion for unions and labor efforts.  I will oppose the efforts of the Freedom Foundation and other 
special interests to restrict the ability of unions to bargain effectively, including standing up against 
Right to Work and other threats from the Janus decision here in Washington. 
 
 
Education 
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What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 
As a former educator married to a teacher, education is an essential part of my life. Although it is 
important that we are able to evaluate the progress of our students and schools, I believe we can, in 
partnership with our educators, develop a system that creates less stress on our students and takes 
less class time away from education.  
 
What is your opinion of charter schools? 
 
Public funds should only be directed toward the improvement of our public schools, not charter schools. 
 
Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? 
 
Through legislation which incentivizes cleaner forms of energy and supports just and fair transitions for 
both business and our workforce. 
 
 
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types 
of renewable energy do you favor most?  
 
From what I understand, solar and wind energy have the least negative environmental impacts of our 
current choices.  I will advocate for legislation that encourages the use and development of new, 
non-fossil based energy forms, and work to ensure that communities most impacted locally by climate 
change and pollution are set up for just transitions into the new green economy and jobs of the future. 
 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 
I do not know enough about the intricacies of bank and monetary reform, but I support tax dollars being 
invested for public good, to benefit our communities, and certainly not to benefit corporations who don’t 
share our values. I am interested in learning more about the ways I can support that.  I will support the 
creation of a public bank. 
 
What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 
My priority is improving opportunity for local families, which requires reversing our upside down tax 
code and ensuring that everyone is our state is paying their fair share. The most important first step is 
closing the tax breaks and loopholes that currently only benefit corporations and Washington’s 
wealthiest households, including closing the tax break on capital gains.  
 



 

 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
We are already paying to cover healthcare expenditures for those without coverage in many ways, 
including emergency room visits.  Our community hospitals are especially impacted by this.  Access to 
healthcare, and without the high costs, would increase our society’s application of preventative care 
and reduce long term costs while increasing the wellbeing of people.  I do not believe a profit should be 
made off the health of people.  People should have access to the healthcare they need and not have 
devastating debt as a result of it. 
 
What policies do you oppose and what policies would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? 
 
I support expanding coverage and oppose privatization.  
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 
I support I-940 as a commonsense solution to get police forces access to de-escalation training and 
ensure we can hold bad actors accountable.   
 
How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 
While as a state legislator I will not have a direct connection to national security, I will support state 
legislation to strengthen our privacy regulations.  
 
 
General 
 
Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 
Yes.  I am a Democrat and a progressive and have been involved in my local party to further our 
shared values.  I support living wages, healthcare for all, the rights of labor to organize, and a more fair 
system. I always put people first.  
 
What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (( click link to view) do you 
disagree with? Why?  
 
None. 
 
If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, what 
other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from those 
campaigns? 

http://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%202014%20Platform.pdf


 

 
This is my first election, though I have supported other candidates through my roles within the Pacific 
County Democrats, including as vice chair.  I have learned the importance of connecting with individual 
voters on issues central to their lives and livelihoods. 
 
 
 
Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 
 
Yes. 
 
What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you have 
for dealing with it? 
 
Having spent my career in education policy, I feel I have the knowledge and skills to develop legislation 
which will have a real effect on the ability to attain the higher education needed to compete in the job 
market.  We can work together to attract the type of industries to our region which will support family 
wage jobs while protecting our natural resources and way of life. 
 
Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 
 
I want to bring a collaborative problem solving approach to issues faced by our state.  I believe our local 
communities hold a significant amount of knowledge and experience on what works in their areas that 
cannot be mandated successfully on a state level.  If elected, I will always be open to conversations 
geared toward making policy solutions that work on the local level. 
 
If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If not, 
how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people who share 
progressive values? 
 
The 19th LD is “purple” and I received 49.81% of the vote in the primary.  I believe I have a strong 
chance of winning, and I am using my platform to promote relationships throughout my district. 


