
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2019 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is 12:01 PM PT, ten days prior to 
the membership meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the 
questionnaire deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-
policy-and-timeline/.  
 

Ø This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Carin Chase 
Position Sought: Edmonds School Board, Director District 1 
Campaign Manager: Maralyn Chase 
Consultant: Maralyn Chase 
Campaign Email: carin@carinchase.com 
Campaign Phone: 425-312-3056 
Website: www.carinchase.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 1944, Lynnwood WA  98046 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus?  YES 
 
Questions: 
 

Labor 
 
Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues 
to be stalled? To what level? 

 
Yes, I support raising the minimum wage to at least $15 per hour. People who work 
full time should have sufficient wages to pay for their basic necessities. 45% of our 
school children qualify for free and reduced lunches. Even though their parents are 
working full time: their income level is so low that they cannot make ends meet. 
Furthermore, our tax system is the most regressive in the entire United States. The 
lowest earning workers pay the highest rate of taxes. If you are low income you 
pay the highest tax rate but if you are wealthy, you pay the lowest tax rate. 
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Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 

 
I am 100% opposed to high stakes testing. These are discriminatory against our 
children and do not serve our economy or our society. 

 
How would you change the way students and teachers are evaluated? 
Different children have different interests. There must be a way to evaluate their 
progress toward learning about their own interests. We need to evaluate children 
based upon learning progress. Teachers should be evaluated based upon their 
teaching professionalism not by some abstract notion that they are responsible for 
the performance of a student taking a test. 

 
 
 
Environment    
 
What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent 
privatization of natural resources? 

 
Our state does not have a shortage of energy but we can do more. We should 
concentrate on the most cost-effective source of alternative energy and that is 
conservation. There is no reason to privatize natural resources as a means to 
develop alternative energy. No reasonable justification has been made to privatize 
natural resources although the ALEC legislators would like the federal government 
to give federal property to the state and state government to give state property to 
private and corporate individuals. 

 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 
 

Why should the state of Washington pay interest to Wall Street Banks? Our debt 
service to Wall Street is over $2 billion.   If we have our own bank we can save the 
interest costs. We are paying debt service of 9% of the General Fund for capital 
bonds debt service. We need our own bank!   Wealthy citizens who have intangible 
property (stocks and bonds) ought to pay property tax as called for in the 
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Constitution.  A capital gains tax only taxes the sale of stocks and bonds but we 
need to tax the actual property itself.  If you have $500,000 and buy a house, you 
will pay property taxes;  if you invest in stocks and bonds you pay nothing.  This is 
not justice or fairness. 
 

 
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 

A single payer system would be modeled on the social security system with the 
federal government as our single payer. Private health insurance companies make 
a profit but they also add on significant amounts to accumulate surplus over and 
above their legally required reserves.  
 

 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 

We need more civilian oversight and review committees. Change the training of 
police from military command tactics with military equipment to more community-
oriented service could bring about a softer approach. We also need to change our 
approach to policing by stopping the military equipment raining on our police.  
That is for starters. 
 
We also need to revisit the sentencing strategy and stop putting so many young 
people into prison, and disrupt  the school to prison pipeline. 
 
 
 

General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 
For 10 years I served as chair of one of the most progressive Democratic 
Legislative Districts Organizations in the state spanning Snohomish and King 
County promoting justice and fairness for all people. 
I am proud of my work with student groups to craft, lobby and successfully pass 
legislation SB5174 encouraging Civil Rights Education. There are many smaller 
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environmental stewardship projects to encourage student participation as well as 
larger political campaigns that I am proud to participate in efforts such as; I522 – 
label GMO’s, Reject SJR 8223-Universities should use operating funds for 
operations not speculate on stock, Re-elect Senator Maralyn Chase, working 
against all Tim Eyman efforts, to name a few.  The Democratic Party appears to be 
headed for a full take-over by the Wall Street Democrats with corporation interests 
in control.  This must change. 
 
 

 
 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (ç click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  

  
• The platform is a good document but few pay attention to it.  This must change. 

 
 
 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 

 
I have held these offices:  

Edmonds School Board 
Snohomish County Charter Review 2016 
Chair, Snohomish County Human Rights Commission 
 

I started at 4 yrs old in Vietnam War peace marches and social justice and 
civil rights issues. I learned that we do not have to roll over and accept injustice. 
While we might not win each time, it is important to stand on principles rather 
than political expediency. I support principled politics. 

 
 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 
 
Chair, 32nd District Democrats 2009-2018 
 PCO, Holly 2006 – current 
2012 Washington State Democrats Chair of the Year 
2014 Snohomish County Democrats “Progress” Award 
2012 Delegation to National Democratic Conventions, Alternate 
2016 Delegation to National Democratic Conventions, Delegate 
2016 Alternate Presidential Elector 
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Treasurer, May Arkwright Hutton Chapter, Washington Federation of 
Democratic Women   
President, Washington State Federation of Democratic Women 

 
• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 

have for dealing with it? 
 
I want to participate in the formulation of public policy. Decisions are being made 
without adequate participation of the people who are impacted. We need more 
people in office who put principles into our public policy that stand for justice and 
equality. I want students in our public schools to have every opportunity to 
develop to their full potential rather than being forced into a preconceived lock-
step to serve the global corporations. 

 
 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 
 
We need to bring well-researched, intelligent and thoughtful discussion to the 
crafting of our public policy. All levels of government are being captured by 
investors seeking to increase their wealth at the expense of our people. 

 
 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 
I have an opponent who runs every cycle against individuals who do not have opposition.  I had 

no opposition so he filed against me.  I seriously doubt he can win but I am not taking it for granted.  I 
would welcome the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus. 
 
 
 


