
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2019 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is 12:01 PM PT, ten days prior to 
the membership meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the 
questionnaire deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-
policy-and-timeline/. 
 
Ø  This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Leatta Dahlhoff 
Position Sought: Tumwater City Council, Position 1 
Campaign Manager: Jessie Simmons        
Consultant: Jessie Simmons 
Campaign Email: voteleattadahlhoff@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: (360) 525-4142 
Website: voteleattadahlhoff.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 14880, Tumwater, WA 98511 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
Questions: 
Labor 
 
 
Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues 
to be stalled? To what level? 
 
The current minimum wage is heading in the right direction. Many studies across the country agree that 
there is work to do on this issue, but Washington State and many local municipalities are taking the 
initiative for working families. There are different ideas about where it should be, for example the “Fight 
for $15, but I believe that our labor leaders are correct in protecting a prevailing wage. So, I support 
raising the wage so that our working class can work a 40-hour week and still afford to support their 
families and enjoy their time away from work. Is that $15 or $25, I think it needs to be in line with cost of 
living. 
 
 
Education 
 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 
For too long we have built a system that requires teachers to teach to the test. Their performance is 
measured by it, and students suffer because of it. The fact is that students are all unique, and there are 
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many ways to teach. Ultimately, there does need to be a standard that students are held to. How we 
get there is dependent upon the students’ learning style. Our public-school teachers should be given 
discretion enough to allow them to find that connection to each student. 
 
 
 
 
Environment   
 
 
What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent 
privatization of natural resources? 
 
Tumwater is already doing great things on the environment. For example, the Metropolitan Parks 
District. Setting aside land that can be enjoyed by the public, a habitat for native plants and wildlife, and 
a real enhancement to the community. As an environmental scientist for over 20 years, I understand 
the impacts of toxics reduction, wastewater management, and energy efficiency in our public facilities. 
The council can take the lead, but our community needs to be committed to this cause. 
 
 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
 
What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 
 
While not impossible, there are many hurdles to overcome in the effort to establish a public bank at the 
local level. To meet state law requirements, establish a board, and become certified by the PDCP the 
city council will have to work closely with professionals and experts to ensure every step is made 
correctly. In addition, a recent study on this effort in the City of Seattle has concluded that there will be 
a significant period where such a bank would operate at a loss. So, my efforts would be focused on 
confiding in the experts and minimizing loss. 
 
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
Access to health care is a human right. Needing health care is ingrained in our common humanity 
because everyone gets sick. Access to health care can be a lifesaver, a money saver, and a way to 
strengthen our families and our communities. I support the addition of a public option in our state and 
think it will ensure job security for those in the healthcare industry. I believe the transition to MFA would 
be a much longer and more complex one to enact. If we are to use examples of other systems, the 
number 1 healthcare system in the world is in Spain. They have a mix of public and private insurance 
that is heavily weighted toward the public side. Major surgeries and supplemental care are covered by 
private insurance. 
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Security/Public Safety 
 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 
First, I would tighten oversight on discretionary spending in the budget for law enforcement. Funds 
should be directed toward areas like mental health, de-escalation of force, and other trainings that help 
the police handle specific situations where force should be a last resort. Secondly, I would scale down 
and limit the ability to buy military style equipment for a local police force that are used in a war zone. 
Our community is not a war zone.   
 
 
 
General 

 Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 

I consider myself a Democrat and a progressive. My background in science guides my views and 
stances on the environment and they line up with the Democratic Party and progressive ideals. My 
involvement in the community in organizations that lift up others also places my ideals and ethics in 
line with those of the Democratic Party and progressives. The Democratic Party represents what 
America actually looks like and stands for. From progressive to moderate, and on race, gender, 
class, and cultural issues, the Democratic Party is at the forefront of progress. 

 
 

 What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (ç click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why? 

I have no disagreements with the party platform. 
 

 If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 

I was appointed previously to this position, but this is my first attempt to run for this office. I have 
helped on many Democratic campaigns in my time in this community. Most recently, I helped on the 
2016 campaign for County Commissioner in District 2. I learned that campaigns require a ton of 
hard work, but also a candidate that is willing to listen and represent all their constituents. 

 
 
 

 Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

No.  
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 What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 

Developing the future of Tumwater. Protecting and preserving our environment which impacts every 
facet of our community member’s lives. Tumwater is leading the way to fighting climate change with 
policies and ordinances we have developed and implemented with the input from our community 
and other local jurisdictions. We are in this together and need to work together to protect the health 
of our citizens and make sure we have clean air and land and water for generations to come.  Other 
examples include design guidelines developed by the Planning Commission for every land use in 
our city. Prior to being appointed to Tumwater City Council, I served on the Planning Commission 
for four years. Protecting human health and the environment is my passion and my job.  
 
 

 Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

Affordable housing. Resolution No. R2018-016 established three goals. 1. Reduce homelessness. 
2. Increase affordable housing. 3. Continue to work with other jurisdictions and agencies to explore 
regional solutions to these issues. Working with Planning Commission, Council will take the 
proposed work plan to make informed decisions in prioritizing next steps. Next steps may include 
preparing separate ordinances to amend the City’s zoning code and map; change the City’s 
development fee structure. We will work to strengthen incentives for affordable housing within the 
Capitol Corridor and Brewery District and explore extending these incentives to the entire InterCity 
Transit #13 bus corridor. Areas for fee-based incentives for affordable housing include: Brewery 
District, Capitol Boulevard Corridor, Portion of Capitol Boulevard between Brewery District and the 
Capitol Boulevard Corridor subarea, the Town Center, and Littlerock Road subarea.  Our intent is to 
improve the financial viability of new development in these areas by allowing private and public 
developers to spread out or reduce the costs of infrastructure and capital improvements over the 
course of the development process. This in turn would allow more dwelling units of all types to be 
built.  

 
 If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 

not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

I am not running in a heavily Republican area. My plan is to knock on doors, host events, listen, and 
bring people to the table. 

 


