
 
Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is 12:01 PM PT, ten days 
prior to the membership meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. 
Please refer to the questionnaire deadline and meeting date here: 
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/. 
  
Ø  This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
  
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to 
people running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility 
commissioners, etc. If you are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are 
asking questions about state-wide or national issues. The reason is that local officeholders 
are tomorrow's senators, representatives and governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort 
in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few years. We want to put people into the 
pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing of the party,” We are old 
fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good ideas; and 
modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
  
Candidate Name: April Barker 
Position Sought: Mayor of Bellingham 
Campaign Manager: Makenzie Graham 
Consultant: Lisa McShane, Karlee Deatherage 
Campaign Email: april@aprilbarker.com 
Campaign Phone: 360-739-1598 
Website: https://www.aprilbarker.com 
Campaign Address: April Barker for Bellingham, P.O. Box 504, Bellingham, WA 98227 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
 
Questions: 
  
Labor 
 
Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action 
continues to be stalled? To what level? 
 

● Minimum wage needs to happen at the state and federal level. There are times our 
local governments have to go out in front to show our State and Federal Elected 
officials that we have our community’s support. I have worked with our Council to go 
out in front on banning income discrimination and increasing renters rights, working 
toward protections for manufactured housing parks, and setting ambitious climate 
action goals. In the year following this Council work that I spearheaded, our State 
also increased renters rights and took a strong position on climate.  

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/


 
 
Other times, we need our State and Federal Elected officials to go out in front. 
Increasing minimum wage for small and medium municipalities in isolation has far too 
many unintended consequences. Minimum wage needs to happen at the state and 
federal level. Social and economic inequality has reached historic proportions in our 
country, which has a detrimental impact on public health. The US has greater income 
inequality than most developed countries, and people born here can expect to live 
shorter lives than people born in most of those countries as well. A small percentage 
of our citizens own a large majority of our country’s wealth, while the middle class 
continues to dwindle. This growing inequality highlights racial inequalities we face in 
America as well. People of color, womxn, and immigrants are disproportionately 
represented in the low-income workforce, a workforce that typically lacks basic 
benefits like employer-sponsored healthcare, paid time off, and schedule 
consistency/predictability. Considering all this, I support raising the minimum wage at 
least to $15/hour, but even that is becoming less of a living wage as the cost of living 
continues to climb. Thus raising the minimum wage is just one step in making sure all 
of our residents have a living wage. We also need to work towards sustainable 
housing and healthcare to guarantee that everyone living in Bellingham can afford to 
do so. As Mayor, I will continue to advocate for higher minimum wage at the State 
and Federal levels and make sure our City/County/Port lobbyists know this is a 
priority.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and 
teachers are evaluated? 
 

● High stakes testing does a disservice to our kids. By reducing children to a single 
number, we miss important nuances like artistic ability, critical thinking, and 
leadership. With strong parental and student support, teachers at Seattle’s Garfield 
High School boycotted the Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) testing in the 
2012-2013 school year. Teachers argued that MAP testing did not align with their 
curriculum and advocated for devoting the hours that would otherwise be used for 
preparation and test taking to teaching the curriculum their students needed to 
graduate. This boycott sparked a regional, national, and international boycott, as 
more and more schools stood up for their students and took the stance that 



 
education is represented by more than a single data point. These tests determine 
whether kids can go to college, graduate from high school, or even advance to the 
next grade level.  
 
Sadly, these scores are often used to further marginalize low-income and racially 
diverse communities. Just this year one of our school districts was working to redraw 
school boundaries to balance the student population. An affluent community pulled 
the testing numbers from OSPI and used them to show how their children would be 
‘punished’ by having to attend a ‘low-income’ school. This cause quite a stir and 
unnecessary trauma in the community. The schools who were shown as having low 
proficiency actually had some of the largest growth in scores, highlighting the 
importance of looking beyond a single data point.  
 
The real high stakes in America are that income inequality is at a historical high, we 
are engaged in perpetual wars around the world, we have a mass incarceration 
system that has made us the greatest jailor in the history, and we are on the edge of 
irreversible climate change as global temperatures continue to rise. This is the 
current reality that we all face, and none of these problems can be solved by 
bubbling in “A, B, C, or D.” Instead, we need to teach our kids leadership, empathy, 
and critical thinking so we can and equip the next generation with the tools and 
knowledge they need to move forward on these key issues that we have not yet been 
able to solve.  
 
My husband and I are both educators and work to advocate for kiddos in our 
community and their families everyday. As Mayor, I do not have jurisdiction over the 
school district, however City policies directly impact the health and success of our 
families will children. I will continue to build my relationships with our Bellingham and 
Meridian School Districts leadership and Boards and OSPI to support finding 
alternatives or simply eliminating high stakes standardized testing in schools.  

 
 
 
Environment  
 
What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy 
and prevent privatization of natural resources? 
 

● I partnered with 350 Bellingham to pass a City ordinance that requires departments 
to consider the Climate Action Plan and its ambitious greenhouse gas reduction 
targets in any purchasing requests and policy development. Basically, we made sure 
climate is included in all policies. But we understand that ordinances do not 
implement and enforce themselves. So we developed a Climate Action Task Force 
who reports to us with their suggestions around if and how we can meet those 



 
ambitious targets. This Task Force is setting the direction for the next Mayor and 
Council to move forward while keeping climate at the center. We are putting things in 
motion that will require us to continue converting to electricity and cleaning the grid. 
In other words, we are working to make the default choices the ones that will be most 
beneficial to the environment. 
 

● We have to convert to 100% electricity and we have to clean the grid. We must 
do this in a just way to make sure we can bring everyone in the city along and avoid 
disproportionate impacts. We must make sure that today’s solutions do not become 
tomorrow’s problem. The main priority right now is to act on converting to electricity 
and to put political and financial pressure on the energy companies to come along 
with us toward working solutions. Meanwhile, we’re supporting technology that allows 
us to store power, especially in response to severe weather events. We partner with 
nonprofit organizations like Sustainable Connections and the Opportunity Council for 
the Community Energy Challenge, which financially incentivizes homeowners and 
businesses to become more energy efficient. As Mayor, I will continue to work with 
the Climate Action Task Force, Port and the County Council to identify alternative 
energy solutions that we can implement at the City and County levels. 

 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 
 

● The best chance for a public bank may be at the State level. As I understand it, the 
State Budget has a proviso to afford development of a Washington State public bank 
business plan (due this summer). Senator Bob Hasegawa is championing a public 
banking bill that is primed for the summer results, potentially allowing our city to 
deposit funds and acquire returns on their earnings. We can support at the local level 
by adding support for public banking onto our state priorities for advocacy.  
 
 

Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms 
of the effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 

● I am for single-payer healthcare. No one should go bankrupt because they cannot 
afford their medical bills. The United States spends more than any other country on 
healthcare, yet that has not translated to having the best health outcomes in the 
world. Washington state has a fairly comprehensive Medicaid system, and friends 
have told me that the first time they were able to proactively take care of their health 
was when they moved to Washington and earned just enough to get by... but not so 



 
much that they would lose access to Medicaid. This is wrong. Healthcare is a basic 
human right in many other countries, and we need to move away from tying 
healthcare to employment (or lack thereof), i.e. stop deciding which human is worthy 
of health. Our medical system is based on profit--pharmaceuticals, expensive 
life-extending/life-saving technology, and costly hospital stays drive up costs for 
everyone using this system.  
 
Sadly, wealth equals health in the United States, and I know we in Bellingham value 
the health of all of our neighbors more than that. Implementing a Medicare for All 
policy will require some upfront costs from the government, and ultimately taxpayers. 
But in the long term, we will save money by decreasing emergency room visits, 
length of hospital stays, and reliance on pharmaceuticals. At the same time, the 
health of our population will improve, driving greater productivity and prosperity, both 
in terms of quality of life and dollars.  
 
This question also touches on the changing demographics. With an aging population, 
the need for caregivers will be greater than ever. Most people in the caregiving 
profession do not have access to employer-sponsored health insurance or paid 
family/sick leave, but we need that caregiver workforce to be healthy. So if we want 
our service providers to keep providing service, we need them to be as healthy as 
they want their patients or clients to be. 

 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian 
oversight of law enforcement? 
 

● As Mayor I will commit to learning more about concerns of over militarization of our 
Police force and ways our community can have what it needs to ensure public safety 
while our Federal government still allows access to militarized weapons for civilians.  
Our City must work to ensure our policies and procedures are transparent and 
followed when using any ‘militarized’ equipment in the case of emergencies.  
 

● Currently our City has no independent department, committee or ombudsman where 
folks can file a complaint with when their civil rights have been violated. They either 
can go to the Mayor or the Department head. The City has a contract in process with 
the Dispute Resolution Center to provide a ‘safe space’ for those who have a 
complaint and don’t want to approach the City staff or Mayor alone. Although this is a 
step in the right direction, ultimately that complaint still has to go to the Department 
head for an investigation. The Department head can choose to allow for an outside 
investigation, and I would encourage that as Mayor.  
 



 
As Mayor I will also convene an intersectional group of folks to determine what model 
will work best for our City to provide the appearance of fairness and opportunity for 
independent investigations when it comes to a civil rights violation. Encouraging any 
and all critical feedback and/or complaints and making sure there is a just and fair 
way to investigate will ultimately improve our level of service, public safety and sense 
of community.  

 
 
 
General 
  

● Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? 
Why? 
 

○ I am certified with the Whatcom Democrats, and yes I consider myself a 
progressive because I am forward thinking and committed to fairness. I 
believe in Belingham! I want find bold solutions and that will leave a legacy of 
Bellingham that future generations can believe in too. That means acting on 
climate using a justice lens, eliminating racial disparities, and closing the gap 
on wealth inequality. Every day, I lock eyes with my children and renew my 
commitment to finding solutions that will work for them and following 
generations in the long term.  

  
  

● What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (click link to 
view) do you disagree with? Why? 
 

○ I generally agree with the 2018 Platform. The housing justice section could be 
stronger by calling for the state to set minimums for permanently affordable 
housing and true zoning reform through a health equity lens. We are in a 
housing crisis, yet moving at a snail's pace. Our current land use has multiple 
layers of racism and classism built into it and if we truly are progressive we 
must demand new land use that is equitable, accessible and considers 
climate change.  
 

○ I worked closely with the Issues and Advocacy (I&A) Committee of the 
Whatcom Democrats, recognizing the resistance within the WCD’s community 
to allow new, affordable housing types in their neighborhoods. Emphasizing 
our shared values, I approached the WCD I&A Committee to discuss ways to 
align those values with housing policies. After building bridges with different 
partners and months of hard work of the I&A Committee, we now have an 
affordable housing resolution that is consistent with our values! 
 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf


 
● If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first 

campaign, what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What 
did you learn from those campaigns? 
 

○ This is not my first election: I was elected to the Bellingham City Council Ward 
1 position in 2016. 
 

○ I learned a lot about mobilizing voters in my first election. I was running 
unopposed, and I set a goal for myself to increase voter turnout from a 
precinct with historically low voter records. I succeeded in getting more people 
out to vote because I put the time in to personally visit people at their doors, 
show up and participate in community events, and simply connect with people 
on our shared values.  
 

● Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic 
organization offices? 
 

○ I am a certified member of the Whatcom County Democrats (WCD). I have 
not held an organizational office with a Democratic organization.  

  
● What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What 

proposals do you have for dealing with it? 
 

○ Fairness in Housing- The single most important environmental issue is 
urban densification in a just way. All candidates for Mayor of Bellingham will 
talk about climate action; One distinguishing difference in our campaign 
platform is I believe there can be no climate action without justice. To truly 
protect our natural surroundings (including habitat, fish, wildlife, and the great 
outdoors), we must avoid expanding whenever possible. I will prioritize 
building in and up to preserve and protect our beautiful surrounding natural 
environment and farmlands. Ensuring these new units are affordable is a 
crucial piece of this issue.  
 
When more people can afford to live within city limits, we can reduce our 
reliance on individual cars. Many who work in Bellingham are being pushed 
out of the city due to unaffordable cost of living, which adds to traffic levels 
and greenhouse gas emissions and futhers inequities in our County. We are 
talking about teachers, caregivers, bike mechanics, and other professionals 
who are essential to our City and deserve the housing that allows them to live 
in the communities they serve.  

The issue of housing brings up consideration of our changing demographics 
as well. In 2033, seniors will outnumber youth in our country, increasing our 
need to invest in care facilities and quality caregiving, which also means 



 
investing in caregivers. This demographic change also means that our labor 
force is narrowing. In 2022, people under 18 years old will be 
majority-minority. Our labor force is very intersectional, much more than our 
current demographic. Given our narrowing labor force, we need everybody 
working--including all races, ethnicities, gender identities/expressions, 
religions, abilities, etc.  It will take intentional effort to attract and retain this 
diversifying labor force and to ensure everyone has a sense of belonging in 
Bellingham. I will work with an intersectional group of stakeholders to receive 
direction on how our community needs to move forward, then we will bring 
that to City Council to determine next steps and build a new budget priority. 

 
Proposals and past work to create fairness in housing: 

○ I support zoning that allows for shelters, permanently affordable housing, 
assisted care facilities, and multi-family units. There are amazing and 
inventive ways for us to use public dollars toward affordable housing that 
works to support upward mobility. Kulshan Community Land Trust (KCLT) is 
an example of this. However, low-income apartments often can lock someone 
in, creating a benefits cliff for renters and limiting their potential future 
earnings. I support development of new models that go beyond affordable 
housing and look toward investment and wealth building for low income 
communities, like limited equity, co-ownership cooperatives and fractional 
ownership allowing a collection of people who can all own a part of a property. 
There are also other models like new non-punitive rent-to-own models where 
a portion of the tenants’ rent is put toward an escrow account that vests more 
over time and can potentially become the nest egg needed for ownership.  

○ I am working with staff to develop a Neighborhood Housing Equity 
Assessment tool that the City will use to determine which types and how 
many new units each area of Bellingham will need to match the current 
wage/employment data. We will need affordable housing in every corner of 
Bellingham, and this tool will help us do so smartly, effectively, and in a way 
that maintains our livability. It will also help us determine a target percentage 
of permanently affordable housing units we need to sustain our current 
population and prepare for continued growth. My prior work reflects these 
inclusive values.  

○ I have worked for the past three years with many other amazing affordable 
housing and equity champions to recognize that our current housing system 
does not reflect Bellingham’s shared values of environment, people, justice, 
and diversity. I recognized the resistance within the Whatcom Democrats’ 
community to allowing new, affordable housing types in their neighborhoods. 
Emphasizing our shared values, I approached the Whatcom Democrats’ 
Issues and Advocacy Committee to discuss ways to align those values with 



 
housing policies. After building bridges with different partners and months of 
hard work, we now have an affordable housing resolution that is consistent 
with our values! 

○ I recognized that the development community and subsidized housing 
community saw each other as opponents, rather than as neighbors. In 
response, I worked with Sustainable Connections and many other partners to 
develop the Whatcom Housing Alliance. This alliance brings both the 
development and social service communities to the decision-making table to 
support each other on the policies where we agree. We must move forward 
together to turn the housing crisis into an opportunity for equitable housing 
throughout Bellingham.  

○ I organized the committee structure that ultimately lead to increased 
protections for people who rent their homes by banning source of income 
discrimination, increasing the amount of notice landlords give to tenants 
before no cause termination and increased notice for rent increases of more 
than 10%. With other amazing cities, we inspired our State leaders to adopt 
many of these policies statewide. 

○ We need to develop more affordable housing, and we also need to protect the 
affordable housing we already have. That’s why I worked to develop policies 
for the Comprehensive Plan that warrant protections for manufactured 
housing parks. I am proud that the Council recently supported those policies, 
putting us a step closer toward protecting nearly 600 manufactured housing 
units. Low-income seniors and families with young children make up the 
majority of occupants of these units. Additionally, I advocated in Olympia for 
HB 1406 that requires investments into supportive and affordable housing for 
people earning between 0-60% of the area median income (AMI), meaning 
more of our sales tax revenue will be directed toward the lowest-income 
residents.  

○ I worked to allow detached accessory dwelling units in single family zones 
across Bellingham. We already had attached accessory dwelling units, so this 
adds more options and opportunities for homeowners. I also received Council 
support 6-1 to leave no stone unturned when finding ways to implement the 
infill toolkit in all single family zones. I worked with Kulshan Community Land 
Trust to introduce a potential site in the Birchwood Neighborhood for Land 
Trust Acquisition. They were successful and now we need to improve 
maximize the number of homes that will be allowed on site.  

○ I spoke on several panels for Housing Week to publicly emphasize the 
urgency ahead of us with the national demographic shifts. In 2033, senior 
citizens will outnumber youth in our country. We will need different types of 
housing to allow them to age in place, which is as much about staying near 



 
one’s community and familiar surroundings as it is about staying in one’s own 
house.  

 
  

● Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing 
solutions? 
 

Investment in shared mobility to mitigate urban densification and 
climate change:  
 

○ We must prioritize protected and separated cycling and pedestrian 
infrastructure needed for people to get safely from point A to point B. I want all 
of our children to have the freedom to explore the city on bike or foot without 
their parents having to worry about their safety. This gives children and youth 
opportunities to build resilience and encourages healthy activity. Our senior 
citizens and differently abled neighbors to feel safe and secure while 
navigating the city. When we build this infrastructure with the safety of the 
youngest and the oldest in mind, everyone in between will benefit, including 
the environment. This issue is directly related to densification as well--we 
need to be proactive and prepare for the day when fewer of us rely on 
personal cars so we are ready to welcome more people into our city limits.  
 

○ In finding solutions, I will put community, fairness, and climate first. That 
means ensuring that we get input from all in Bellingham and that we always 
refer to our robust Climate Action Plan when making any decision. We will do 
this by investing in GREEN-GREY-BLUE infrastructure. Updating the 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plans to include an overlay of separated and 
protected infrastructure that connects parks, waterfront and lakes, schools 
and downtown so we can plan investing in the land acquisition today for 
tomorrow's safe connections.  
 
Senior and families are needs: 
 

○ In the previous question, I touched on the changing demographics and the 
need to invest in care facilities and high quality caregiving, which means 
investing in the caregivers. We are facing a national care shortage crisis 
across the care spectrum as the population ages. With over 10,000 people 
turning 65 every day in the US, the number of adults aged 65 or older will 
almost double by 2050, from 48 million to 88 million. By 2033, the US will 
have more senior citizens than youth for the first time in the country’s history. 
The shortage also puts already at-risk children further at risk by relying on 
lower quality child care options. Besides improving health of caregivers and 
that of the populations who need their care, when we invest in caregiving we 



 
move closer to eliminating the wealth and wage gaps that we see across 
gender and racial lines.  
 
How I plan to address the caregiving crisis: 
 

○ At the state level, I advocate for the Caregiver Justice Project (CJP), which 
aims to reclassify caregiving work as “skilled” work, rather than “unskilled” 
work. The CJP also advocates for higher wages and basic benefits like sick 
leave and employer-sponsored health insurance. Many of our care programs 
are reliant on  Medicaid. We need our state and federal partners. As Mayor I 
will bring our County and Port counterparts on board to advocate at the state 
and federal level for increased funding and support.  
 

○ I’m also working currently to elevate this conversation at the local level, 
engaging the Chuckanut Health Foundations, facilities and providers, Peace 
Health and the NW Washington Council on Aging to develop a plan to ensure 
we can mitigate the senior care crisis ahead of us.  
 

○ I have been working with Opportunity Council, Chuckanut Health Foundation, 
United Way, Whatcom Community and Family Network, Whatcom Community 
Foundation, Peace Health, Whatcom Health Department, Schools and 
Generations Forward to advocate for investing in our children and the gross 
need for certified childcare. We need all people working that want to. Parents 
participating in the economy should not be hindered by the lack of certified, 
safe childcare. 
 
 

  
● If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at 

winning? If not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections 
among local people who share progressive values? 
 

○ Bellingham is a mostly progressive city with pockets of slightly more moderate 
voters. Even so, disagreements arise about issues like land use and when 
and where to build more infrastructure and affordable housing. I am a bridge 
builder and I believe that starting with those small bridges helps us build 
larger ones. I connect easily with most people, and I like to get to know who 
they are apart from work or politics. Laying the groundwork for those trusting 
relationships makes it easier to have productive conversations and move 
forward together when we need to work together on areas where we 
disagree.  
 



 
Even though I live in a progressive area, I am also committed to staying 
connected with voters of all political leanings through forming relationships, 
finding those issues we can agree on, and always returning conversations to 
Bellingham’s shared values of community, justice, diversity, and environment. 
I listen, and when I meet people whose views differ from mine, I always make 
sure to try to ask more questions and hear the underlying emotion or request 
before responding with my own views.  

 
 


