
Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is 12:01 PM PT, ten days 
prior to the membership meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. 
Please refer to the questionnaire deadline and meeting date here: 
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/.  
 

● This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 

 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. 
If you are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about 
state-wide or national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, 
representatives and governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may 
easily feel differently in a few years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard 
Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think 
that the New Deal and the Great Society were good ideas; and modern enough to be up to 
speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have reservations about answering 
any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Elizabeth Hartsoch 
Position Sought: Bellingham City Council, Ward 1 
Campaign Manager: Brian Mulligan 
Consultant: Blue Spruce Strategies 
Campaign Email: bethforbellingham@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: 360-922-3860 
Website: bethforbellingham.com 
Campaign Address: P.O. Box 1513-98227 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Questions: 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action 
continues to be stalled? To what level? 
 
In general I support a livable minimum wage. I want to discuss this with labor economists and 
learn a lot more about local employment and living expenses, and about the nuances of how 
minimum wages can be structured before answering. 
 
 
Education 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/


 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and 
teachers are evaluated? 
 
I think high stakes testing is a profitable business model for test prep and testing companies. If 
our goal is to prepare kids to be adults who are good at tests, and to identify the best 
test-takers, and to funnel tax dollars into private businesses primarily accountable to 
shareholders, we should continue down the path of requiring multiple tests at all levels. If our 
goal is to prepare the next generation for productive engagement in civics, innovation, gainful 
employment, and life skills, then I think we should follow the lead of teachers in supporting 
standardized tests they identify as useful in their continuous improvement strategies.  I’m 
interested in ensuring that all classrooms have qualified teachers and all teachers are supported 
in their professional development. I’m interested in models where teachers routinely share 
strategies and evaluate each other in a cycle of feedback and improvement, and I’d like to learn 
more about how this is implemented and can be scaled. 
 
Environment   
 
What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and 
prevent privatization of natural resources? 
 
These seem like two really different questions to me.  For the first, a transition to a low carbon 
economy involves efficiency as well as new energy sources.  Transportation is central to this 
since 50% of Bellingham’s carbon emissions are from that sector.  Local municipalities and 
school districts can facilitate the transition through fleet electrification, innovative strategies in 
using electric fleets as battery banks during off hours. Housing and buildings are another key 
area for improvement. Programs which allow residents to purchase renewable energy through 
their existing electricity provider, and like the Community Energy Challenge are useful in helping 
residents take advantage of incentives and efficiencies.  On the reduction side, housing policy 
that encourages quality, dense, livable housing that’s well matched to the budgets and family 
structures of the community result in long-term reductions in demand.  It is critical that such 
housing be connected with walk/roll/transit infrastructure so families can have a low/no car 
lifestyle. 
Preventing the privatization of natural resources is something I’m less familiar with. In general I 
don’t think we do a good job of ensuring that citizen owners of our public resources are fairly 
compensated for resource extraction even when we maintain ownership of them.  In other 
places, privatization of water resources has become a big problem; though in Bellingham we 
have a public water utility. I look forward to learning more about this issue. 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 



I will talk with local advocates for public banks and ask what the city can do to support and 
how public banking works in other cities.  Based on those conversations I’d look for 
opportunities to update city policy to facilitate the creation of a public bank.  I also want to 
know more about Elizabeth Warren’s proposal for post offices to offer basic banking services 
and whether this strategy is related to or supportive of public banking. 
 
 
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of 
the effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
Yes.  My position is yes to universal healthcare.  The inefficiency in our healthcare system, the 
overhead just for administration of insurance is a national embarrassment. Quality healthcare 
gives people the freedom to innovate and start new businesses, to leave toxic work 
environments, to speak up about injustices. Done well, universal healthcare could allow 
providers to focus on providing care rather than submitting paperwork or helping patients make 
decisions about what care they can afford. This problem is solvable and I’d like to see us 
support doctors, economists, and other experts in designing an efficient and compassionate 
system and transition. 
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian 
oversight of law enforcement? 
I want to consult people in Bellingham who are already working on this issue before answering. 
Using military equipment for intimidation is always inappropriate for municipal police forces, 
but I’m unsure of the extent to which this is true in Bellingham. Our local immigrant activist 
community has been asking for civilian oversight of the police for more than a year and I 
support their proposal to create a workgroup. Their purposes are targeted at protecting 
residents from ICE action and from profiling, but I can imagine an oversight board that worked 
with police toward collaborative solutions on military equipment as well.  Our police force has 
been relatively proactive in some areas, like adopting a de-escalation training program that is 
more comprehensive than the recently passed initiative requires.  On the whole, this is not my 
area of expertise and I would seek input from people in the community who have been 
impacted by institutional violence, as well as from our police force and activists working to 
make our community safety efforts better. 
 
General 
 



● Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 
Yes, I’m a member of the Whatcom Democrats and the 42nd District Democrats. Until 
recently I considered myself a political independent, but working directly with the 
Whatcom Democrats executive board over the past couple of years, especially with 
past-chair Barbara Lewis, I’ve seen them be courageous in efforts to make Whatcom 
County better, safer and more welcoming.  They’ve earned my respect and I’m seeking 
their endorsement. 
“Progressive” is a tougher word since it is interpreted differently by so many. That said, I 
can’t think of a better description for my positions.  Just after the 2016 election I 
founded the Riveters Collective specifically to facilitate the crowdsourcing of action, and 
the building of capacity to take back our space in civic life.   

 

● What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to 
view) do you disagree with? Why?  

 
 
 

● If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first 
campaign, what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What 
did you learn from those campaigns? 
 
None 

 

● Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization 
offices? 
No 

 

● What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What 
proposals do you have for dealing with it? 
 
Everyday when I move through Bellingham I see expensive city investments that don’t 
work and I see easy, cheap fixes to immediate problems which we’re doing nothing 
about. That daily frustration led me to activism in my spare time, which led to further 
frustration as I faced barrier after barrier to common sense action.  Most of the 
opportunities I see are related to transportation and roads infrastructure. I want all 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%2520State%2520Democrats%2520-%2520Platform%2520-%2520180616.pdf
https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%2520State%2520Democrats%2520-%2520Platform%2520-%2520180616.pdf


Bellingham kids living within a mile of their school to have infrastructure built for their 
cognitive development level so they can safely walk or roll to school. That means 
mapping infrastructure by age/ability, it means prioritizing these projects over projects 
for vehicles and parking, and it means short-term support like crossing guards.  But 
transportation is just the lens through which I see process improvement opportunities. 
Many different problems in Bellingham will benefit from a commitment to ongoing 
improvement of long-range plans, openness to incorporating new information, and 
freedom for staff to pilot solutions with inexpensive materials.  Strong Towns has an 
article proposing that cities use shared goals and values to guide investments, and then 
go out into the city, see where people are suffering, and implement the simple solution 
right now.  Bellingham would benefit a lot from more ‘YES, I will help you’ and less ‘we 
only do what we wrote in the plan 10 years ago’. 

 

● Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing 
solutions? 

Affordable housing and homelessness.  These are intricately tied with the transportation 
issue, since a commitment to real active transportation infrastructure will allow dense, 
livable, vibrant housing.  More housing or required affordable housing will put 
downward pressure on rent, and the freedom to live without a car or with just one car 
for a family is another huge cost savings. 

 
 

● If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at 
winning? If not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections 
among local people who share progressive values? 

I’m running in a progressive city.  The other candidate in the race, Hannah Stone, is also 
a progressive candidate. I think I have a reasonable chance of winning because I am 
relatively well know in my community from activism and endurance athletics, I have a 
great campaign team, and I work hard. 


