
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2018 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is September 5th 2018 12:01 PM 
PST. It must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 

Candidate Name: Joseph Erikson 
Position Sought:  Everett City Council Position 5 

Campaign Manager: n/a 

Consultant: Jason Bennett, Argo Strategies 

Campaign Email: info@electjoseph.com 
Campaign Phone: 425-616-2201 

Website: electjoseph.com 

Campaign Address: PO Box 2593, Everett WA 98213 

Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 

 
Labor 
 

Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action 
continues to be stalled? To what level?  
 
I absolutely support raising the minimum wage; the cost of living in Snohomish County has skyrocketed 
in the past few years and it’s become increasingly challenging for a worker making minimum wage to 
lead a safe and happy life in my town (Everett). I’d support raising minimum wage indexed to local cost 
of living minimums, and to be adjusted based on inflation. The fact that we’ve not done this for decades 
has fed into the unjust wealth gap in our communities.  
 

 

Education 
 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and 
teachers are evaluated? 
 
As a public high school teacher, I have never seen anything other than stress and aggravation from 
students and staff alike over high stakes testing. They take valuable learning time away from the 
classroom, and the tests themselves are not culturally responsive to those taking the test. There is no 
“one size fits all” for assessing kids and educators. I would continue to leave teacher evaluations on the 
bargaining table with the unions. 
 
I have a lot of ideas, but I’d be lying if I told you there was a single evaluation method that worked all 
the time – there isn’t anything so simple. Every kid learns/grows differently and there are not enough 
ways to address this at the moment so many kids are being left behind, or just learning how to play the 
system to get by. The current system does not offer enough pathways to success for all 
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students/teachers – it still uses Euro-centric curriculum, materials and standards of success. This 
needs to change. We need culturally responsive classrooms and teachers who are trained to build such 
environments. This goes deep into a systemic change of our education system from top to bottom, 
particularly within our universities and colleges of education, which continue to admit and train teachers 
who more often than not do not reflect the students they are going to be teaching – and this is due to 
the economic violence which has historically been perpetrated on low income families and communities 
of color, not just in our state, but across our nation. This is not something that can be done at the City 
Council level, but at much higher levels of government.  
 

Environment    
 

What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and 
prevent privatization of natural resources? 
 
Re-thinking our transit system is hugely important. ST3 needs to be here sooner than later – we need 
to get more gas-fueled cars off of the road, and we can’t do that until we offer people reasonable 
alternatives. Everett Transit just wheeled out their first electric bus – that’s an awesome start – but 
Everett Transit isn’t utilized nearly as much as it should be. Getting dozens of people out of their cars 
and onto electric buses is something that we CAN strive for at the municipal level. I’ve lived in a bunch 
of cities which have robust mass transit systems – we need that in the Puget Sound region ASAP. 
 
As far as privatization of natural resources – you’ll be hard pressed to find me voting for anything of the 
sort. That property isn’t ours to begin with, and if we’re responsible stewards of that land, we need to 
act like it. There are opportunities for development in Everett which don’t have to impede on the 
surrounding wetlands or sound. The Port of Everett has jurisdiction over the Port, and I hope they are 
responsible with those resources.  
 
Bottom line – we need to get out of the colonizing mindset when it comes to the environment. New 
development needs to be carbon-neutral – this is possible and being done in cities like Melbourne and 
Tokyo.  
 

Finance/Taxation 
 

What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 
 
I have and will continue to support resolutions for a State Bank. 
 

 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of 
the effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 

We need to take the profit motive out of healthcare – it’s a human right not just for those who have the means to 

afford it. When I was very poor and living in New York, I’d avoid going to the doctor because of the cost (I still 

have a messed up ankle because I was too broke to get it checked out). I lived in the UK for 2 ½ years and their 

health care system was great – I could just walk in, get checked out, and be on my way without having to stress 

about the cost. My wife has a genetic illness which made having a child difficult – not to get too detailed, but we 

ended up having to pay about $30,000 out of pocket in order to safely have our daughter. We’ll be paying that 

back for years, with interest, because we have a system based on profit.  
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Medicare for All/single payer would have a transformative effect on our communities. This could live loads of 

people out of poverty, and gives more people a chance to achieve peace, health, and happiness. It would save the 

government money in the long-term, and service providers could focus on the most important thing – the health of 

the patient, regardless of their socioeconomic standing – not cost disputes with “customers”.  

 

Security/Public Safety 
 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian 
oversight of law enforcement? 

 

My grandfather was NYPD, and I have great respect for our officers, who, like teachers, have chosen public 

service over corporate service. Community policing is and should continue to be practiced in Everett. We can 

always do better, and we should always ask questions and push our forces to be culturally responsive and 

respectful of the folks they’re obliged to protect and serve. Crime is systemic, and by addressing the historical 

socioeconomic and racial violence that our country has perpetuated, along with strong gun control measures, we 

should be making our streets safer for our kids as well as our cops.  

 

General 
 

Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 
I’m a progressive Democrat. I grew up very poor in an area, which most on the outside consider 
wealthy – New York City – where I saw and lived the injustice of socioeconomic violence. My stepfather 
was a tow-truck driver and my mom cleaned houses; we moved frequently, living with different relatives 
throughout school (and changing schools regularly). It caused high levels of stress, anxiety, and 
depression in my family, and the struggle led to frustration, which led to abuse.  
 
I was always told “this is just the way it is” or “this is God’s choice for us” by my friends and family, but I 
know in my heart that one should not accept abuse and poverty, particularly in the wealthiest nation in 
the world. I went to public schools which didn’t have enough chairs in the classrooms, where the 
teachers had horrific conditions and outdated textbooks, and where cops roamed the hallways and kids 
beat the crap out of each other on a regular basis. I didn’t learn much in those schools. When I would 
wander around the upper-east side of Manhattan and see the clean, happy kids going on guided school 
trips to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, I knew there was injustice in the world. I always felt like we 
were punished for being poor, but my parents worked so hard that I barely ever saw them. It never 
made sense, and I’ll continue to say that it’s not right or just. It doesn’t need to be this way. Our 
government should focus on the people who need help, not the contractors and big businesses who 
already live very comfortably. I’ve been to other countries where the wealth gap was much less, and 
there is less poverty and suffering, and less million dollar yachts – that’s a trade I’m happy to make. 
Everyone deserves health care and education, and this country has the means to do it. We just need 
more people with the political will to transform the system with their hands on the levers of power.  
 
 
What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  
 

I read the adopted 2018 platform, and am friends with some of the people who helped draft it. It’s bold 
and progressive – I like it! I wish more of our elected officials would recognize it.  
 
 

http://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%202014%20Platform.pdf
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If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 

 

This is my first campaign as a candidate. I previously served as a regional coordinator for the Sister District 

Project on Manka Dhingra’s 2017 campaign. I have also doorbelled, written letters to the editor, and held 

fundraisers for other candidates, including Alex Lark for Everett City Council and Ivan Lewis for 39th LD State 

Rep. I also completed Camp Wellstone’s Candidate Training course in 2017, and campaigned for I-1600 in 2018. 

 

I learned that organization, research, starting early, building relationships, and listening to a diverse group of 

voices are all very important. I learned to doorbell and talk with voters in a confident manner. I learned about 

fundraising, PDC reports, and the web of financial complications. I learned that messaging, and effective 

advocates for that message, are of vital importance. I’m going to work hard. 

 

 

Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 

PCO, Everett 67 

PCO Recruitment Chair, 38th Legislative District Democrats 

County Committee Representative, 38th Legislative District Democrats 

2nd Vice Chair, Snohomish County Democrats 

 

 

What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do 
you have for dealing with it? 
 

Housing. I’m a teacher, and my wife is a social worker who works on child abuse cases. We have a toddler who is 

in daycare since we both work 5 days a week. Together, we have 4 college degrees and over $170,000 in college 

loan debt. Because our monthly college loan bill is so large, and because Day Care costs over $1,200 a month, we 

end up living paycheck to paycheck without the possibility to save up for a down payment for a house. We aren’t 

an exception – most college-educated couples with children who work traditionally middle-class jobs aren’t able 

to afford a home anymore due to the exorbitant costs of education. Everett is a city built by and for labor – it’s a 

blue-collar city through and through and as the Seattle area explodes into Snohomish County, we need to maintain 

the ability for teachers, nurses, and builders to raise their families here for generations to come. New, affordable, 

beautiful high-density development around transit hubs is vital.  

 

Here are several proposals.  

 

In Everett, landlords can refuse to accept Section 8 vouchers. This contributes to homelessness, and nobody 

deserves to be homeless. That discriminatory practice needs to be penalized.  

 

There is a ton of new development in Everett. We should be zoning affordable, mixed-use, high density housing 

within all new development in middle & upper class areas, and requiring developers to allot a portion of new units 

for Section 8 housing. Business taxes from the wealthiest companies should be utilized for subsidized housing 

(“fiscal equalization” – it worked extraordinarily well in Minneapolis and should be tried here). 

 

I’m also a proponent of up-zoning along major transit hubs. I’d suggest a study to change some of the old 

industrial space into high-density, mixed use housing around Everett Station, essentially extending downtown 

Everett east of Broadway and creating a luminous, walk-able, transit-oriented city. As a native New Yorker, I 

know how transit, well-lit streets/storefronts and sidewalks can bring communities together.  
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Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing 
solutions? 

 

Transportation, as I pointed to in my previous answer, is the other passion of mine. Great transit can shrink a city 

and make communities tighter. With ST3 coming to Everett, as well as Paine Field opening to commercial flights, 

Everett will be bigger than ever, and it is imperative that we plan accordingly to make this city accessible to 

everyone. 

 

First off, Everett Transit will need to provide more frequent service – and it will need to get their system 

integrated on Google maps and similar apps (which, for some archaic reason, it is not).  

 

As the largest employer in town, it’s no surprise that the largest traffic problems in Everett are related to Boeing. 

Ideally (and this would have to be done at a higher level), there would be a rail service, which stretches across the 

valley connecting Lake Stevens to Everett Station to Boeing & Paine Field. Getting people out of their individual 

cars and onto a mass-transit solution will make life easier for all.  

 

As far as approaches go, there’s a lot of homework to do. I look toward the best urban planning in the world for 

good examples – both about the best and worst ways to develop. Aside from research & study, listening to the 

concerns of the people who live in Everett and learning how to respond in an organic and positive manner would 

be the grassroots approach.  

 

If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 
Everett is a blue-labor town, but I am going up against a hardcore Conservative Republican who serves 
as the incumbent. I look forward to building connections with more grassroot progressive groups, and 
am myself part of the Snohomish County Progressive Caucus and former 2nd Vice Chair of the 
Snohomish County Democrats. I’ll be attending constituency group meetings across the city and 
continuing to listen to citizen concerns.  


