
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2019 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is 12:01 PM PT, ten days prior to 
the membership meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the 
questionnaire deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-
policy-and-timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Matt Goldenberg 
Position Sought: Pos 3 Olympia City Council 
Campaign Manager: N/A 
Consultant: 
Campaign Email: electmattgoldenberg@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: 206-395-9193 
Website: electmattgoldenberg.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 7250 Olympia, WA 98507 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes, please. 
 

Questions: 
 
Labor 
 

Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues 
to be stalled? To what level? Yes- this is a crucial aspect of stabilization in our region.  I support 
the $15 per hour for every worker platform.  However, stabilization of the minimum wage will not 
meet the needs of all workers.  I believe we must reduce the profitability of slave wage labor 
pouring from our prison system.  We need to re-engage prison labor as a human rights violation 
especially when the costs of living in a prison system are extremely high, such as the cost to 
inmates for phone calls and the costs of unhealthy snacks from commissary.  A way to do this 
is to hold corporations responsible for not supporting prison labor with public pressure.  We 
also fight against slave labor every time we choose to buy locally sourced fair-trade products. 

 
 

Education 
 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? I am a former community college student who is now a professor at our community 
college.  I earned 2 MA in Psych and a Doctor of Clinical Psych, the first in my family to do so.  I 
write this here because if I attended schools that relied heavily on testing, I never would have 
been admitted even though once in school, I was able to excel in classes.  As a college 
professor I see students who have been in the mode of learning to test, and that generation is 
distinct from the learners who develop critical thought, create original inquiry, and have deep 
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ability in reading comprehension.  High stakes testing has been used to further de fund schools 
in communities of color and build privatized charter schools.  Students also experience high 
stress due to testing and it should be understood that test development, study programs, and 
testing centers are a multimillion dollar business.  I oppose high stakes testing.  The data on 
teaching is very familiar to me.  First of all, current data does not really support that people have 
distinctive learning styles.  But it is true that no students show all their best skills in a single, 
evaluative process.  I would like to see students be regarded with more qualitative measures 
with opportunity for individualized learning goals.  As a teacher, I know I need support from 
more seasoned teachers to grow.  Student evaluations of teachers can be somewhat helpful, 
but our best evaluations occur when our work is observed directly.  This means classroom 
observations, grading audits, review of outside of the classroom interactions with students, and 
overall community engagement.  I have had students send me letters to tell me how inspired 
they were, I have had students crying on the last day of class because they don’t want it to be 
over.  The only way this is possible is that I work for an institution (SPSCC) that shares my 
values of equitable and accessible education. 
 

 

 

Environment    
 

What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent 
privatization of natural resources? I think the first step is for more community education.  I believe 
that open forums where we can discuss ways to reduce our footprints in a cost-effective way 
would be popular.  When PSE sends information out with samples of more energy efficient 
bulbs for instance, it is a lower barrier way for residents to make a change.  I also want to see 
neighborhood associations being encouraged to work more together to develop their green 
spaces and do trash pickup. 
 

 

Finance/Taxation 
 

What will you do to support public banking at the local level? The easiest way is to continue to 
commit personally to using local credit unions and encourage others to divest from harmful 
corporations like Wells Fargo.  I also see that when we are planning larger community events 
we can commit to using local credit unions to fund our events.  A component of my campaign is 
to commit to partnerships- so in areas where I am less experienced like this particular question, 
I can attest to my skill and openness to asking the experts in our local economy how we can 
help them gain and stabilize members. 
 

 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. I will need to try and limit my answer 
here because I have a lot to say! I am 100% committed to working towards Medicare for All.  
And- the Medicare program itself is not totally model ready- meaning that current Medicare 
consumers are often still relying on secondary insurance because their costs are not covered 
especially in special services like mental health and occupational therapy.  That said, we 
absolutely must adopt single payer health care.  As a small business owner, I have relied on the 
open market to insure myself, my wife, and our two children.  Thurston County has not had 
stable partnerships with the plans in the open market, and so as a result many plans have left 
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the area.  For instance, the one plan within Premera that was available in the open market did 
not come to agreement with Providence Hospital and as a result, anyone with that type of 
insurance could not access our local hospital.  Plans are leaving the area all the time because of 
failure to come to agreements.  Over two years, my family had 4 insurance plans all due to lack 
of fee agreements with larger systems in the county.  This means that in addition to paying 
incredibly high premiums (ranged from $1000-$1200 per month for our family) every new plan 
had a new deductible that we never had a plan long enough to pay off.  In fact, I began teaching 
at SPSCC in part because it is a unionized faculty group and I would be able to easily achieve 
healthcare.  I was one of the providers who was chosen to provide direction to the HCA when 
they first began their attempts to include transgender care in the Medicaid plans, and I have 
continued to offer feedback on that issue, and that aspect of the HCA utilizing our expert 
opinions on what trans consumers need was really beautiful.  I also need to say here I have 
several insurance contracts in my private practice as a clinical Psychologist.  What people don’t 
realize is that as a provider, I have no way to ensure fair pay for myself.  Last year, Regence cut 
all mental health providers pay by about 20% and then they sent us letters explaining it is better 
for consumers and if we have a problem, we should stop doing 60-minute therapy sessions and 
instead offer 30 minute sessions.  All insurance companies pay providers different rates.  
Medicare in particular will not even offer a contract to a LMHC, one has to be a social worker or 
a Psychologist so people who have Medicare have a much smaller provider pool to choose 
from.  And, like Medicaid the reimbursement rates are low so we are not motivated to sign up.  
So yes- as a health care provider, small business owner, and a parent I believe we must move to 
health care for all. 
 
Security/Public Safety 

 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? I would like to see police accountability by showing completion of racial bias 
training.  I would like to see community engagement with a trauma informed lens to come 
together when we witness police violence and ensure use of dash cams and body cams.  
Finally, we can work in an educational ways to encourage community members to intervene 
peacefully with each other when needed and when it is safe to do so rather than resulting to 
calling police. 
 

 

General 
 

Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 

 

My identity as a Democrat feels linked to my awareness of a responsibility to leave this life 

with a generative legacy.  There are specific values within: 1. I reject rugged individualism 

and understand my positionality is in response to privilege, resiliency, and connectedness.  

2. I reject the notion that just when others can’t see my power it means I am powerless.  3. 

White people are responsible for fixing all the things we have broken and the Democratic 

party provides a forum for such.  I do see myself as progressive as well. 

 
 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  
I feel aligned with the party platform. 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 

those campaigns? I went to events to see Renata Rollins speak and talked with her after 

about her experiences.  This is my first run.  What I have learned is that voters respond to 

authenticity and clear language.  I also learned that a good campaign is grass roots style 

and must be done in community.  That being said I have always been very political- from 

student council wins in grade school to graduate school where I was the student 

representative every year and served on multiple school-based committees.  My biggest 

accomplishment in graduate school as a leader was that I built a sustaining health care 

policy- there was no student health care when I was admitted, and by the time I graduated, 

we had a mandatory health care for all policy and plan. 
 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 
No. 

 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 
Housing: I will reframe this as a health issue because that is primarily what it is.  I fully support the 

housing first task and that has just begun.  Service providers need the support from elected officials 

on the difficult work they do and need access to more resources such as funding, physical space, 

and volunteers.  We need to develop more multi-unit housing and provide incentives for landlords 

to accept housing vouchers.  I worked as a counselor in King County’s first mobile crisis unit and 

we primarily worked with chronically houseless and chronically mentally ill individuals which was 

part of the agency DESC.  I got to know many residents of DESC housing and am aware that the 

longer people are houseless, the more trauma distorts their ability to trust others and trust systems, 

and that it was very hard to keep people housed.  There was massive rehabilitation needed for 

residents, but unfortunately others thought that our clients didn’t want housing.  I think the city 

council is beginning their work on housing first, but what hasn’t been touched yet at all is what 

comes next.  I want to see a needle exchange site and access to laundry, showers, toilets, and other 

hygiene related needs.  I want to see mobile care such as a seasonal foot care site.  I want to see self 

governing committees for our tent cities and temporary shelter sites.  I want to see city council host 

special meetings at a temporary camp site meeting directly with those we serve. I realize that many 

Olympians will not support such an idea but that comes from a lack of education.  Having a 

Psychologist on the council who can help others understand what a trauma informed, intersectional 

policy approach means is essential.  I also worked in a therapeutic day care where I had infants 

who were homeless, and I worked at Neighborcare’s homeless youth clinic as the site counselor.  As 

a direct service provider for three different houseless populations, I believe I can bring an 

experience-based practicality to our crisis response. 

 

 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 
I want to see policy pushed that reflects a commitment to racial liberation.  Thurston 
County is primarily White and that is not because people of color just don’t want to come 
here.  We need to look at how we are pushing out and pushing away community 
members of color.  There is so many ways to do this.  First- elected officials need to do 
racial bias training.  I see agencies engaging in this work and it’s absolutely necessary 
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for all levels of public servants.  I also want to see neighborhood associations creating 
leadership opportunities for neighbors of color, public art displays created by artists of 
color, and public spaces dedicated to bringing together neighbors of color for mutual 
support and empowerment.  This connects to many systems- such as bringing forward 
leadership and scholarship for students of color and adopting the new affirmative action 
plans in WA state to ensure we have teachers and mentors of color for our children.  
Finally the city needs to invest in businesses that are owned and operated by people of 
color.  We can provide training and education on how to start a successful business for 
people of color, and we can bring in our local credit unions to attract entrepreneurs of 
color in direct partnerships.  I think we did right when we stopped referring to Columbus 
Day and instead acknowledged Indigenous Peoples Day, but I would like to see us have 
deeper respect for the art, traditions, and stories of Indigenous People.  We could start 
by bringing transparency and greater respect to Oly City Council working directly with 
tribal council. 
 

 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? I am aware that there are a couple of other progressive 
candidates that I know of in this race.  I know which candidate I will support if she pulls 
ahead of me in the race and I plan to still be involved and campaign hard for her.  
Winning is not the measure of success in this campaign.  The success is in stepping up, 
being brave, and engaging in the conversations we need to have as neighbors.  I imagine 
if I don’t earn a seat this round I will be back in 2021 with a new campaign but I plan to 
build my relationships with like-minded folks in the meantime. 


