
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2018 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is September 5th 2018 12:01 PM 
PST. It must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 

Candidate Name: Nicolas Duchastel de Montrouge 
Position Sought: City Council Position # 6 

Campaign Manager: Mike Millman 

Consultant: None 

Campaign Email: nicolas@voteForNicolas.com 
Campaign Phone:  425-336-3977 

Website: VoteForNicolas.com 

Campaign Address: P.O. Box 608, Woodinville, WA 98072 

Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus?  YES 

 
Labor 
 

Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues 
to be stalled? To what level? 
Yes, $15 (for now); progressively following other surrounding jurisdiction. 

 

Education 
 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
De-prioritize testing. These should be a tool for Education; but, not a goal. 
I would not try to make decision about education; but, rather get guidance from experts: i.e. for many 
years, elected officials have always “had the fix” for Education; often not asking teachers. We should 
follow what our teachers and educators tell us. 
 

 

Environment    
 

What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent 
privatization of natural resources? 
The City of Woodinville is small; but, we can have tremendous impact. 
A proposed Clean Energy resolution would technically have limited impact (e.g. proposed 100% clean 
energy goal by 2035); but, in reality, it would send a great signal to the community – both residents and 
our businesses. 
Woodinville is small in population but has a relatively big business sector; with many new jobs which 
could and should be encouraged with Clean Energy. 
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Finance/Taxation 

 

What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 
We have many credit unions and smaller banks in Woodinville. 
The city government has very limited incentives; other than plans to reduce costs or built some 
incentives. 
Taxation and Banking is better handled at the State level. I would encourage our State elected officials 
to continue building an Investment Bank for our State. 
 

 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
We all want Healthcare; none of us needs “insurance”. 
We need a single payer type system (be it Medicare for All or something like what I-1600 had 
proposed). I actively campaigned for I-1600 and keep supporting our Washington efforts on that 
subject. 
Again; this is a subject best handled by our State elected officials. 
That said, the impacts are often seen at the local level. City sometimes have to deal with homeless 
people with medical issues. We need to ensure that our citizens all have access to good healthcare 
services. 
 
 

 

Security/Public Safety 
 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
I asked this very question following the Ferguson incidents in 2014/2015. Our Police chief and elected officials 

re-assured us that we did not have militarized police forces here. 

We need to keep vigilant and keep asking these question; before events do occur. 

Our contracted Police force gives us a regular report. We must make sure to always ask questions and track any 

indicators of issues the population has with our local police force; they work hard and have often a difficult and 

potentially hard job: we must help them help us all. 

Our city has requested and granted more training than the minimal required. 

These types of program - training and strong civilian oversight – are paramount. 

At this time, I do not see the need for a specific oversight committee; but, we should look at data – e.g. any 

complaints reported ; and ask the community for any potential incident – and create one if we ever see an issue 

come up. 

 

 

General 
 

Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
I consider myself a progressive democrat. 
More importantly, I consider myself a proud American citizen; a happy father of three great children and 
a very lucky husband. I am very happy to be a resident of Woodinville; for the last 14 years. I want to 
help my community by making sure that our local government works for all of our residents: that’s why I 
am a progressive democrats – do real things for real people! 
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What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do you 
disagree with? Why?  
The link is broken. 
I used this one: 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-

%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf 
I read the first 2 pages (summary); and it all looks good. 
I read the Preamble; and it also looks great. 
I have no objections. 
I did not read the entire document. 
 

 
 
 
If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, what 
other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from those 
campaigns? 

I never ran for office (other than registering as a candidate in 2015, in Canada, to make a point about voting 

rights). 

I have helped in many campaigns; mostly in the 45th LD. 

I have been a constant participant in various efforts by the Alliance for Guns Responsibility. 

I was active gathering signatures for I-1600 – single payer system. 

 

 

 

Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 
I have been elected PCO for my precinct twice. 

I was chairman of the Rules and ByLaws Committed of the 45th LD Democrats. 

I was on the Endorsement Committee of the 45th LD Democrats for a few election cycles. 

 

 

 

What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you have 
for dealing with it? 

My Platform is “Keep Woodinville” + “Moving Forward” (which can be read as “Keep Woodinville Moving 

Forward”). 

My top issues are 1) Transportation; 2) Clean Energy; 3) Affordable Housing; and 4) Transparent Government. 

My very top issue is Transportation – because it is key to all others. 

We are a small town; but, are growing fast. We have a thriving tourism industry. All of this leads to a more needs 

on our existing transportation system. 

We cannot just pave move roads: a) it won’t work; b) it will destroy our environment. 

We need effective solutions which consider “all of the above” idea. 

I would start with a pilot project with Shuttle buses to connect the various tourism areas together during the week-

end. Later, we could expand that to include bringing High Schoolers to school and their parents to work: e.g. 

down Woodinville-Duval towards the I-405 corridor. This isn’t a clearly defined solution yet: we will need to 

work with our many regional partners; but, we can lead the way and move in the right direction. 

 

http://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%202014%20Platform.pdf
https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 
It is always about first figuring out what needs to be done; listening to many people; making sure that we find a 

way to also include those who aren’t present. Only then, can we start working with various community groups, 

business groups, elected officials in the region; and start building a consensus. Too often, Woodinville has stayed 

alone in its corner and hasn’t worked well with the other leaders of our great Seattle area. With my many contacts 

in the region, I think that I can help get a consensus on Transportation issues; but also, environment and clean 

energy; affordable housing and the growth  management act; … 

 

 

 

If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If not, 
how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people who share 
progressive values? 
 
The city of Woodinville votes often Democrats: 

• 2016 Presidential – 69% for Hillary; 

• 2018 US Senator – 66% for Maria Cantwell; 

• 2017 State Senator – 55% for Manka Dhingra 

o Then in 2018 – 63% for Manka 

I am running against an incumbent Republican PCO – Al Taylor. 
He is less known and doesn’t often speak at meetings.  
I am well connected with many groups – both community (e.g. school, scouts, sports) and business / 
government (e.g. planning commission, chambers of commerce). 


