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Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is 12:01 PM PT, ten days prior to 
the membership meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the 
questionnaire deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-
policy-and-timeline/.  
 

Ø This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Shaun Scott 
Position Sought: Seattle City Council, District 4 
Campaign Manager: Rubyna Ali 
Consultant: 
Campaign Email: shaun@electscott2019.com, evelyn@electscott2019.com 
Campaign Phone: 206.437.7826 
Website: Scott2019.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 45088, Seattle, WA 98145 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Questions: 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues 
to be stalled? To what level? 

1973 marks the year where most economists agree that gross wages become decoupled from 
productivity. At that point, CEO bonuses and overall productivity rose, while worker pay stagnated. 
Had that bifurcation not occurred, the federal minimum wage would be close to $22/hour today. For 
employees of large corporations in particular, I would support a wage increase to at least that extent.  

Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 
I believe that teachers’ unions should have more of a say in the public education system. An 
era of mass de-unionization in American politics over the last 30 years has coupled with a rise 
in private and charter schools to wrest power away from teachers who know best about what 
students need to succeed. High-stakes testing is often a way of unfairly scrutinizing teacher 
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performance. I concur with a briefing published by the National Academy or Education and 
the American Educational Research Association, which stated that “with respect to value-
added measures of student achievement tied to individual teachers, current research suggests 
that high-stakes, individual-level decisions, as well as comparisons across highly dissimilar 
schools or student populations should be avoided.” The report went on to say that “such 
measures should be used only in a low-stakes fashion when they are part of an integrated 
analysis of what the teacher is doing and who is being taught.” I believe that teachers’ unions 
can help drive this “integrated analysis” talking about what our students and teachers need to 
succeed.  
 
 
 
 
Environment    
 
What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent 
privatization of natural resources? 
 
I’m proud to be endorsed in this race by transit activist Cary Moon and former Washington State 
Representative Brady Walkinshaw. I was the first candidate in this race to call for a Seattle Green New 
Deal. That plan involves municipalizing our energy portfolio, disinvesting from climate-killing 
corporations like Wells Fargo, and preventing the sale of public lands like Magnuson Park to private 
real estate firms. I also believe we must sever our relationship with Puget Sound Energy, one of the 
largest polluters in the region. I would also like to help build the political will to divest Seattle’s city 
employee pension fund from fossil fuels.  
 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 

Pursuing a Seattle public bank is one of best ways to solidify our commitment to divestment from the 
fossil fuel industry. Seattle has already led the way by divesting city finances from Wells Fargo. I look 
forward to heeding the city’s 2018 public bank feasibility study to enact resolutions and an eventual 
ordinance for the establishment of a public bank in Seattle.  

Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
The Seattle Democratic Socialists of America, of which I am a dues-paying member, have canvassed 
Seattle in support of a comprehensive Medicare For All Bill. Pramila Jayapal, on whose relelection 
campaign I worked in 2018, later introduced Medicare For All legislation to the House of 
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Representatives. I am a supporter of Medicare For All because I believe that working people shouldn’t 
be plunged into financial ruin when they get sick, or go without treatment for preventable conditions 
for lack of money. Medicare For All legislation would help revive the social safety net in this country, 
so that young people, working families, and vulnerable populations like the homeless and LGBTQIA+ 
folks can gain an economic foothold and get treated for what ails them. 
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 
Unlike many candidates in this race, I stand with the Seattle Community Police Commission and the 
ACLU in decrying the Seattle Police Officers Guild contract ratified by the Seattle City Council in 
November 2018. Police officers are the only public sector employees with the right to kill—while we 
need to respect the right of law enforcement with respect to fair contract negotiations, we must not 
roll back police accountability measures in future collective bargaining agreements between the city 
and the Seattle Police Officer’s Guild. We need to end Seattle’s participation in the “deadly 
exchange” program, whereby Seattle police officials learn militaristic policing tactics from the Israel 
Defense Force. I would oppose the construction of any youth carceral facility, and would advocate for 
the expansion of the Community Service Officer program, which sends unarmed officers trained in de-
escalation and mental health sensitivity into our communities for those who need them the most. The 
Office of Police Accountability should also be an all-civilian board, so that the police are not 
responsible for policing themselves.  
 
General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 

I am a Democrat and a progressive because I believe we need organized opposition to the rise of 
conservatism and corporatism in the United States. Historically, the Democratic Party has been a 
force for landmark legislative gains that have positively impacted the condition of working people, 
people of color, and vulnerable and targeted groups in the United States. I joined the 43rd LD 
Democrats as a dues paying member in 2018 for the expressed purpose of voting to adopt 
municipal broadband internet into the LD’s official platform. It’s policies like those that will help us 
build a party that addresses the material concerns of people who need an advocate in 
government.  
 
• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 

what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 
 

In 2018 I worked as a field organizer for Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal’s re-election campaign. 
On that campaign I was part of a bargaining unit that became the first ever unionized campaign 
staff of a congressional incumbent. I’m proud that I helped Congresswoman Jayapal secure a 
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resounding victory of her Republican opponent, and that our bargaining unit helped set a standard 
for workplace organizing in the process.  
 

 
• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 
I was a 36th LD delegate for Bernie Sanders in March 2016. 

 
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 

 
The single biggest issue facing people in my district is affordable housing, or the lack thereof. I 
want to see the city use progressive revenue solutions to increase public investment in housing. I 
want Seattle to establish a “land bank” that can be used to buy affordable housing as it comes 
available on the private market, then redistribute that land to not-for-profit housing providers. I 
would like to see the city get serious about comprehensive zoning reform, so that—as a city—we 
have more places where we are physically able to put the housing we need to build an inclusive, 
deeply affordable city.  

 
• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 

not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 
While District 4 is solidly Democratic, recent years have seen the rise of Republican and right-
leaning groups like the College Republicans and Safe Seattle, who use stigmatization of people of 
color and the homeless to advance an incredibly regressive agenda. As a Seattle City 
Councilmember, I will do my best to stand up to these groups by calling attention to—and de-
platforming—them and their ilk.  


