
 

 
Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2019 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire deadline 
and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people running 
for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you are running 
for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or national issues. The 
reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and governors. Even if you have 
nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few years. We want to put people into 
the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing of the party,” We are old fashioned 
enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good ideas; and modern enough to be up to 
speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have reservations about answering any of 
these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name:  Breean Beggs 
Position Sought:   Spokane City Council President 
Campaign Manager: Sage Lawrence 
Consultant:  Barbara Marney 
Campaign Email:  breean@electbeggs.com 
Campaign Phone:  509.251.8713 
Website:  electbeggs.com 
Campaign Address:  People to Elect Breean Beggs, PO Box 4452, Spokane, WA 99220 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus?  Yes 
 

Questions: 
 
Labor 
 

Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues to 
be stalled? To what level?  Based on the cost of living in Spokane, I believe the state-wide minimum wage 
is appropriate and is one of the highest in the nation.  I would support the state-wide and/or national 
minimum wage being raised to $15.00/hour. 

 
 
 

Education 
 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 

I am opposed to the current testing system because it only really measures income instead of the progress students 

make in a school year.  I would be open to testing at the start and end of the school year to document actual student 

progress, but don’t think the results should be used to determine graduation, school funding or teacher compensation. 

 

Environment    
 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com
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What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent 
privatization of natural resources? 
 

I negotiated an agreement with our local utility to provide 100% renewable electricity to our region by 2030 and 

believe other jurisdictions should do the same.  I believe our city government can act as a catalyst for environmental 

catalyst and have convened a sustainability committee to identify and propose innovative policies.  I oppose 

privatization of natural resources. 

 

Finance/Taxation 
 

What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 
 

I have co-sponsored a resolution for public banking at the state level and would support a local public bank. 

 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the effect on 
local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 

I believe health care is a right.  Politically, I believe the best chance to achieve single payer health care is to begin 

with a public option, prove it works and then expand it to the entire population. 

 

 

Security/Public Safety 
 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 

I have been a crusader for police reform in Spokane, helped establish independent civilian police oversight and a 42 

point reform program for our police department.   

 

General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 

I consider myself a progressive Democrat because I put people first and set my policy 
recommendations based on data. 

 
 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do you 
disagree with? Why?  
 

I reviewed that document and didn’t see anything that I opposed. 
 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, what 
other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from those 
campaigns? 
This is my third campaign.  I ran for Spokane County Prosecutor as a criminal justice reform candidate and 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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lost in a red county but changed the conversation on criminal justice permanently.  I was appointed to 

Spokane City Council in 2016 and successfully retained my seat in 2017 with over 57% of the vote.  I learned 

that good policy proposals and lots of doorbelling can overcome lots of spending.  I was outspent by 2-1 in 

my council race and am experiencing the same thing in this race. 

 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 
Yes, multiple times in both Spokane and Bellingham.  I also held the position of Vice-Chair for the 3rd 

legislative District 1987-1988. 

 
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 

 

Criminal justice reform is my primary issue.  I co-founded Spokane Smart Justice which has a suite of proposals 

that would end mass incarceration. 

 

 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 
My second issue is proactively preventing homelessness.  I have a housing first approach and commitment to 

increasing urban density. 

 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people who 
share progressive values? 
 

Spokane is now considered blue but much more conservative than Western Washington.  I have learned to 
advance progressive policies with language more amendable to Eastern Washington. 


