
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2019 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Taniesha Lyons 
Position Sought: School Board Director 
Campaign Manager:  None 
Consultant: Riall Johnson 
Campaign Email: Taniesha.lyons@yahoo.com 
Campaign Phone: 253 8825527 
Website: https://www.TanieshaLyons.com 
Campaign Address: 11205 Holden Rd SW, Lakewood WA 98498 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? 
Yes  

Questions: 
 
Labor 
 

Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues 
to be stalled? To what level? 

yes, $15.00 a hour is a fair minimum wage 
 
 

Education 
 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated?  
 
High stakes tests for students are inequitable. It does not give room for students who are having a bad 
day, experiencing difficult life circumstances, disabilities and so on.  
Performance testing rooted in inquiry-based curriculum for students where there is a component of 
college readiness is proving to be effective in other states. Teacher evaluations should be based on the 
outcomes of performance testing and the effectiveness of their curriculum 
 

 

Environment    
 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com
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What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent 
privatization of natural resources? 
 Not Sure I have not researched or studied this matter, so I am not sure 
 

 

Finance/Taxation 
 

What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 
 

I will vote and talk with legislatures  

 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 

 
I support Medicare for all I believe if we as the United States can find the money to fund wars,  
American should have healthcare and the government should be paying for it. 
 
 

Security/Public Safety 

 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement?  
 
I would not use any former police officers but possibly use a mixture of different types of lawyers who 
understand the law along with a mixture of regular citizens. I would stop the militarization of local police 
by teaching de-escalation tactics  
 

 

General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 

I am a democrat, but I also agree with some progressive ideas that the government should pay 
for healthcare. There’re so many issues, I don’t believe one group has all the answers it’s 
impossible to be right about everything all the time. Both parties align with my moral compass. 

 
 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  
 
I do disagree with the foreign policy and the healthcare policy. With the foreign policy generosity 
to foreign countries concerns me, does this include our arms deals Are we going to arm 
countries that may turn around and use their weapons on us again? The second is healthcare I 
believe the government can afford to pay for us to have great healthcare. I am a firm believer 
that pharmaceutical companies are covetous, and they are willing to put our health at risk to 
build wealth.  

 
 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? This is my first time entering the political world, I am learning politics and I 
am a voter.  
 

 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 

No 
 
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 

 

The lack of cultural awareness, diversity and equity within the school board and district. 
I have proposals to provide all with professional development trainings and various 
other tools that have been proven to be effective. 
 

 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 
School Safety and wellbeing, this can be achieved by making sure every student has a caring 
adult in their life. 
 

 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values?  
 
Yes, the community is saying they are ready for change. I encourage people to talk with their 
legislators, I register people to vote. I engage the community with education and in community 
talks.  


