
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2019 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 

meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 

deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-

timeline/.  

 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 

 

Explanatory Note: The Washington State Progressive Caucus supports candidates from, as Howard 

Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the 

New Deal and the Great Society were good ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest 

organizing methods and apps. If you have reservations about answering any of these questions, please 

explain why. 

 

Candidate Name: Peter Khalil 

Position Sought :US Congress CD3  

Campaign Manager: Nicolette Horaites 

Consultant: N/A 

Campaign Email: administrator@khalilforcongress.com 

Campaign Phone:360-209-4249 

Website: https://www.khalilforcongress.com 

Campaign Address: 9208 NE Hwy 99 #10450 Vancouver, WA. 98665 

Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? 

 

Labor 

 

Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 

 

Yes. The minimum wages on the state and federal level should be raised to ensure that everyone gets a 

living wage and in no event should it be lower than $15 per hour.  

 

 

What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 

 

I support Bernie Sanders’ proposed Workplace Democracy Act, which would make majority 

unionization a reality, would end so-called “right to work,” and prevent companies from denying unions 

a first contract.  

 

 

Education 

 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 

evaluated? 

 

As someone who was fortunate enough to be given a world-class education, I know firsthand that 

teachers should be able to teach each child to his or her potential, without having their professional 

judgment overridden by arbitrary testing regimes that encourage “teaching to the test.” 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com
https://www.khalilforcongress.com/
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What is your opinion of charter schools? 

 

I am against charter schools, because they funnel money away from public schools and create an unfair 

two-tier system of education that disadvantages minority and socio-economically disadvantaged 

populations.  

 

Environment    

 

How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 

resources? 

 

I would support tax incentives and subsidies for renewable energy development and introduce and/or 

sponsor bills that disallow privatization of natural resources and put natural resources in trust for the 

American people. I support ending subsidies for fossil fuel companies and for the building of fossil fuel 

infrastructure. I support financial and criminal consequences for companies that pollute. 

 

 

What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types of 

renewable energy do you favor most?  

 

I support tax incentives for renewable energy production and I favor any type of renewable energy that 

would power the grid with minimal impact on the areas in which it is built. I also support incentives for 

students who want to pursue jobs in renewable energy industries. I support ending subsidies for fossil 

fuel companies and for the building of fossil fuel infrastructure. I support financial and criminal 

consequences for companies that pollute.  

 

Finance/Taxation 

 

What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 

 

I would introduce and/or sponsor legislation to abolish the Federal Reserve Bank and put monetary 

policy into the hands of state banks. Private banks should not control the American monetary system. I 

would support a USPS-based retail banking system.  

 

How would you restructure the federal taxation system to address the growing problem of income 

inequality in America? 

 

Taxation must actually be progressive. I support raising highest marginal tax rate to 70%. We must tax 

wealthy people and corporations at higher rates than people with less income and wealth. The primary 

way that corporations and wealthy individuals avoid tax is by taking advantage of tax-code loopholes. If 

we close these loopholes and add provisions that ensure that American corporations are taxed no matter 

where in the world they choose to put their “headquarters,” we will create a tax system that works for all 

of us. We must also ensure that low-income individuals and the middle class are relieved of tax burdens 

as we put the onus where it belongs: on the 1%.  
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Health Care/Retirement 

 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 

effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 

I am for Medicare for All. It replaces an expensive private tax (premiums, copays, deductibles), with a 

much less expensive public tax. It will save us all money, it will allow service providers to focus on 

healing, rather than coding and paperwork, and it will allow our population to thrive. No longer will 

anyone have to choose between healthcare and housing, healthcare and food, healthcare and bankruptcy. 

When we untether healthcare for employment, people will be free to contribute to the economy in ways 

that reflect America’s pioneering spirit: more people will be able to start small businesses, pursue less 

remunerative careers that are still important to our economy and our quality of life, and not have to 

worry about losing everything to a single major illness.  

 

What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social Security and 

Medicare? 

Medicare for all will obviate the need for the traditional Medicare system. I would advocate a higher 

marginal tax rate that would further fund the Social Security system, so that SSI payments can keep up 

with the pace of inflation. I would advocate lowering the SSI eligibility age and removal of the cap on 

SSI contributions. I oppose taxation of SSI benefits.  

 

Security/Public Safety 

 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of 

law enforcement? 

I would introduce and/or sponsor a bill to prohibit the sale of military equipment to local police forces. I 

would also speak out in favor of body/dash cams as mandatory police equipment. Ultimately, this issue 

is primarily a state and local issue, but I would do my best to pressure the DOJ to impose consequences 

for state and local police forces who abuse their power.  

 

How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 

We need to make our law enforcement and border control system more humane. We have the 

technology to detect people who aim to harm our country without having to cage people and remove 

dignity from their lives. We must pursue a strategy of diplomacy that will keep Americans safe at home 

and abroad. We must hold law enforcement to account when they abuse their power. We must withdraw 

from the decades-long wars in which we are currently embroiled and we should end covert operations to 

destabilize and manipulate foreign governments. We must have a holistic, global approach to security 

that will ensure that we can monitor our interests without resorting to violations of basic human rights.  

 

General 

 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 

I consider myself a populist, because I believe that all policies should represent the distilled 

voice of the people. I eschew labels because they pigeonhole us. I want policies that are universal 

moral imperatives: Medicare for All, the Green New Deal, and an Anticorruption act. All of 

these things transcend party labels. The Democratic party most closely reflects my ideals in 
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theory, but seldom in practice. Our party needs to once again be the voice for the voiceless, the 

champion of working and rural Americans, and the refuge for marginalized populations.  

 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 

you disagree with? Why?  

 

The policies of the Washington State Democratic Party, for the most part, are worded in a 

progressive and populist manner. However, the fundamental problem with our platform is that 

the Party does not follow it. Time and time again, we abrogate our stated policies in favor of 

watered-down versions of those policies. For example, the Party platform calls for a “universal 

single-payer system,” but we rarely see Democrats being held to account for opposing such a 

system. In short, the platform isn’t the problem, it’s our Party’s execution of it that is sorely 

lacking.  

 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 

what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 

those campaigns? 

 

I briefly ran for an appointment process when Rep. Jim Jacks retired in 2011. It taught me that 

party corruption often trumps the moral imperative. Petty partisan battles are viewed as games. 

People forget that, as partisans, we are affecting people’s lives. This is simply unacceptable.  

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 

N/A 

 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 

have for dealing with it? 

 

I am running because I am the legacy of two immigrants who escaped religious prosecution and 

of the only country in the world – the United States – that could have made my story possible. .I 

want to make all our stories possible. Making our stories possible means universal, single payer 

healthcare (Medicare for All), immediate action on climate change, and removal of the 

corrupting influence of money from politics. My approach is a populist approach. I will be the 

loudest megaphone for our collective voice and I will gain support for my policies by educating 

and engaging with people on an individual basis. As a lawyer and professional mediator, I also 

understand statutes are formulated and how to most effectively negotiate with colleagues to 

achieve real solutions to big-picture problems.  

 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 

All issues are primary. My approach is always the same as I describe above.  

 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 

not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 

who share progressive values?  

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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I have an excellent chance of winning because the issues I am championing are universal moral 

imperatives. Both republicans and democrats support medical care that does not bankrupt. Both 

republicans and democrats support having clean air and water. Both republicans and democrats 

support a government where our representatives work for the people and not for corporations. 

We are going to win this election through direct engagement and connection with each and every 

eligible voter in this district. We will relate to them about the issues most important to their daily 

lives and we will strive to answer the basic question “What will I do to make your life better?’ 


