
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire deadline 
and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people running for 
the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you are running for 
such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or national issues. The 
reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and governors. Even if you have 
nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few years. We want to put people into 
the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing of the party.” We are old fashioned 
enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good ideas and modern enough to be up to 
speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have reservations about answering any of these 
questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Angie Homola 
Position Sought: WA House of Representatives position (1) D 
Campaign Manager: TBD 
Consultant: Riall Johnson 
Campaign Email: AngieForAll10LD@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: (360) 632-3016 cell/text 
Website: AngieForAll.com 
Campaign Address: P.O. Box 955 Oak Harbor WA 98277 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Labor 
 

Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? Yes, I supported I 1433 (2016) which allowed the 
min raise to increase in increments, which is now $13.15 per hour. As of 2021 the min wage will increase in 
concert with the CPI, which averages 3% per year. To what level? I think we should have allowed the min 
wage to bump up at a range of 5% until 2025 and then to follow the CPI. This would have allowed at least 
some progress to get to where we would have been had we taken these inflationary steps all along. 
 

 

What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? In order to provide greater assurance 
that employers are meeting National Labor Relations Act Employee/Union Rights and Obligations – state 
regulations could require businesses to submit employee program records that indicate how they are 
adhering to bargaining in good faith concerning wages, hours, vacation time, insurance, safety practices 
and other mandatory subjects. Oppose Right to Work legislation. 
 

 

Education 

 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? Numerous studies have determined that high stakes testing is not effective or accurate.  
Incorporate broad based multiple-measure assessments that are incorporated into the daily or weekly 
lessons so that students are not placed in a one-time pressure test. Use engagement techniques as well as 
standard metrics to evaluate both teacher and student learning and comprehension. 
 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com
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What is your opinion of charter schools? In general I am opposed. I understand there is a few cases where 
the needs of certain demographics of students are not met, in particular areas where there are great 
disparities between rich and underprivileged students – and that in these cases students have benefited 
from Charter Schools. I still feel strongly that if we put our collective efforts and resources into free public 
schools our country will grow more equitably. Public schools also allow involvement from parents and 
government to assure curriculums are science based and using the best available learning resources. 
Public schools are open to public records requests – private schools are not. If we cannot see what is going 
on we cannot fully trust the intent and students grow up molded to support a mission based plan vs. 
enabling students to learn to think for themselves. 
 

 

Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural resources?  
We must transition intelligently and equitable to renewable energy. This means passing regulations and 
funding to revamp our entire power transmission and storage systems that will enable local energy 
production to augment the grid while simultaneously enabling peak power demands to be met. To do this, 
we must resolve fair taxation to pay for this transition and to provide training for workers so that they will not 
have employment gaps or wage drops. To halt the privatization we would be better off with Public Utility 
Districts that have local control vs. private large for profit power companies. Keep our public lands public! I 
have served on the WSD Environment and Climate Caucus for 3 years as the Chair of the Resolutions 
Committee and helped get numerous environmental protection and climate change prevention resolutions 
passed by the WSDCC and to state legislators. During the recent session we helped pass a bill that will 
adopt the Zero Emissions Vehicle program thus enabling Washingtonians access to cleaner cars and 
making those cars more affordable. 
 
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types of 
renewable energy do you favor most? My preference would be a mix of solar, wind, geothermal, tidal, and 
hydro (that does not hamper fish passage). I am not in favor of nuclear energy; however I may come around 
to support thorium-based reactors if we continue to drag our feet while the planet warms and CO2 rises to 
untenable levels.  
 

 

Finance/Taxation 

 

What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? I support a public 
bank but am not an expert on how to create this banking system. I refer to the Public Banking Institute for 
helpful information and find: “Since 2010, nearly half of U.S. states have introduced legislation to create 
public banks. This surge in legislation shows an attempt to regain control over regional economies after 
Wall Street destroyed much of the U.S. economy and was bailed out at the public’s expense.” 
 

 

 

What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? Washington State has the 
most regressive tax system in the country. Sales taxes hit the poorest the hardest. While the fairest way to 
tax is a flat tax income tax, this approach has been highly unsuccessful in Washington. Therefor the first 
step is to hold high-income corporations responsible to pay their fair share of capital gains taxes (and to 
hold them adhere to commitments to keep jobs here in WA). We must also tax polluters and put that money 
into infrastructure projects that will avail green jobs. I would support a state bank and reforms on predatory 
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lending practices. Because our property tax system simply spreads tax reductions out to all other property 
owners – properties occupied by churches should not be exempt and the Federal government should pay 
taxes for the land owned by the military. 
 

 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the effect on 
local citizens, service providers, and government. I fully support a single payer healthcare, federal first, and 
state supported healthcare system. If we allow only partial Medicare with some private insurance coverage, 
then those with money will buy the best doctors and the quickest access while others suffer.  
 

 

What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? We should return to a pension based retirement system augmented by social security as 
opposed to speculative 401K type retirement ‘plans’. With fair taxation we would have the funds needed to 
instill these programs. We must resolve housing affordability along with Medicare single payer options to 
enable predictability and to assurance that we can age gracefully with dignity and care for mentally ill, 
disabled, and ageing family members.  
 

 

Security/Public Safety 
 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? Make a clear distinction between policing and SWAT and military type functions. There is a 
place for military action, and a place for civilian policing. I would not support the build up of military assault 
weapons, tanks, and armor for regular deputies and police protections. I have witnessed this first hand. 
Local police should have the support of armed services for terrorist or high-risk perpetrators on an as 
needed basis. Provide adequate de-escalation and communication training, and provide non-lethal stun 
type weapons as an alternative to guns.  Sheriffs in WA State are elected officials and have control over 
their budgets; action needs to happen at the legislative policy and law level to establishing overarching 
regulations to define the scope of weapons and equipment. 
 

 

How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? Abide by our federal 

constitution and in particular the Due Process Clause of the 14th Amendment. No state shall make or 

enforce any law, which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall 

any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person 

within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 
We must not allow overturning of privacy rights, which happens when we appoint biased and unqualified 
judges. That means providing voters with accurate information and access to the polls to better assure we 
do not end up with corporate dictatorial leaders that have the ability to hand pick judges and agency leads. I 
do not support excessive surveillance cameras – or facial recognition and profiling big-brother software.  
 

 

General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
I would say that I am a progressive/social Democrat. I generally support socialistic public support policies 
and programs and believe our capitalistic system is failing us. We place too much emphasis on money and 
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not enough on happiness. I would like to see a more diversified economic approach of fair trade. Voting 
rights are being stripped away. We must get campaign finance laws that work, and we must wean ourselves 
of oil based energy and transportation systems in a manner that enables living wage jobs. I find war insane. 
I am the wife of a retired military aviator. I understand we must be prepared to protect our people and 
resources and to do so when we are attacked; however I think war has become a huge economic military 
industrial machine that disproportionality economically benefits a small sector of society (corporations) and 
we are scared/brainwashed into believing we need more and more war machines while enlisted military 
members need food stamps and those damaged in wars come home broken with marginal support 
systems. 
 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do you 
disagree with? Why? I struggle with the delegate systems, with the support of moderates that seem 
to get nothing done. The “Preamble” is a collective of 20 planks covering a broad array of public 
policy and infrastructure issues. I concur with them; however it seems that the actions to implement 
them often fall short. One in particular strikes me as too vague “ Reducing Gun Violence  

We believe that laws should protect all the lives of all people of our state, especially vulnerable populations, 
such as our school children, from gun violence.” This statement does not take a stance. It should spell out 
limits on types of guns and ammo, background checks, no assault weapons for the general public, no guns 
in schools etc. 
 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, what 
other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from those 
campaigns? 

2008-2013 - I served a term as Island County Commissioner during the Great Recession  
2013 Ran for reelection and did not prevail – learned the difference between good government and politics 
2016 Ran for WA State Senate 10th LD against Barbara Bailey (Koch Bothers and ALEC) did not prevail, but 
achieved 13th out of 68 races for fund raising and secured 223 Union and affiliate endorsements, 8 
Democratic Party endorsements, 8 supporting organizations, endorsements from 9 senators, and 2 
representatives and one congressman. 
 
I learned that you cannot expect to get the help you need and that you have to be able to understand the 
vast number of tangential actions that have to happen simultaneously and know how to implement them 
and how to delegate. I am an architect; planning and attention to detail are my strengths.  You have to be 
able to laugh.  
 
 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

• Not a PCO but served two years as Island County Democrats State Committee member associating 
as female. 

• Was involved in the creation of the Environment and Climate Change Caucus and have continued to 
serve as the Chair of the Resolutions Committee 

 
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 

Honest Government and the rule of law vs. politics and corruption. Ideas to address: 
Campaign finance reform; teach civics and union principles in schools overturn Citizens United, fight back 
against corruption and back room politics. Serve for the common good and not for private interest groups or 
personal gains. 
 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? My 
priorities (can’t seem to have just two or three): 

• Honest government and the rule of law vs. politics and corruption  

• Affordable housing and housing the homeless 

• Public and mental healthcare - ending opioid addiction 

• Environmental protections and action on climate change  

• Education and vocational training 

• Transportation and land use planning 

• Living wage jobs and economic vitality 

• A just transition to clean energy 

• Farming and forestry 

• Fair taxation and balanced budgets 

• Public safety 

• Veterans services  

• Campaign finance reform 

• Social Justice and Treaty Rights 

Solutions: Pay attention to the details of bills I sponsor and vote for, prime sponsor bills that will make 

positive change and fight to get them passed, listen to constituents, engage with those who have personal 

knowledge of specific issues, and listen to their concerns, and suggestions. (Details on accomplishing these 

goals are developed in previous questions). 

 

 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If not, 
how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people who share 
progressive values? 

• The 10th LD is purple – we currently have one Dem house member, one soon to be empty house 
seat (the one I am running for) and an appointed R Senator, who I think will lose to a “moderate” 
Democrat Challenger. If elected – I will do as I did when I was a county commissioner – instill open 
and transparent government, inform the electorate, encourage public engagement, and always think 
about today and tomorrow’s generations, and the planet. 

 


