
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: 
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/.  
 

� This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Carolina Mejia 
Position Sought:Thurston County Commissioner, District 1 
Campaign Manager: Gaby Hyre 
Consultant: Riall Johnson 
Campaign Email: info@carolinaforthurston.com 
Campaign Phone: 360- 481- 3241 
Website: carolinaforthurston.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 5, Olympia, WA 98507 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 
 
Yes, I support raising the minimum wage to a livable wage. The minimum wage should be at least $15 
on the federal level and Washington should set an example by raising it to $20 an hour.  I would 
support that not only for the people who come to work for the county but also for interns. 
 
What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 
On the county level, I can propose legislation to protect county employees while organizing and bargaining. I can 
also l provide a safe process for them to file complaints via the county council. 
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 
 The tests are not fair and objective and I feel they don't promote a diverse curriculum. Standardized 
testing is an unreliable and unfair measure of student and teacher performance. They don’t take into 
account the struggle of non-english speakers and students with special needs/disabilities. It places 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
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students and teachers in an unfair disadvantage because the focus does not become about education 
but test scoring. I believe the goal should be the growth and learning of students and teachers and not 
a system that searches for deficits and creates a vicious cycle of fear. 
 
I would promote evaluations to personalized learning and learning through internships. In that form 
students would be able to pursue their passions. I would not promote the idea that college is the only 
way to go, but also promote trade schools.  
 
 
What is your opinion of charter schools? 
 
We invest way too much in charter schools and provide way too little oversight, leading to massive wastes of 
resources.   In some poorer neighborhoods, charter schools are the only way that students can get a decent 
education at a school that’s not deteriorated, but these are not common occasions. The only way to eliminate the 
need for charter schools is to provide better means of funding for these schools. 
 
Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? 
 
Support companies who use renewable energy and aim for carbon neutrality. Propose a Green New 
Deal for Thurston County that reduces our greenhouse emissions and puts us on track to rid us of 
climate pollutants by 2050. We would work to expand job opportunities in renewable energy, expand 
healthy food access, offer free transit and make all our public transportation electric. 
We need to claim resources for the public by enforcing and streamlining laws on property. 
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types 
of renewable energy do you favor most?  
 
I plan to propose legislation to incentivize solar energy. 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 
Public banks benefit local communities by allowing access to low interest loans for projects that benefit 
communities and help meet affordable housing needs, which my community so desperately needs. I would support 
the creation of public banks.  
 
What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 
Capital gains tax, income tax, and corporate tax are all solutions that need to be proposed at the state level. 
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
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effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
I am currently a government employee. I believe my insurance is great. However, I strongly believe that everyone 
deserves the right to health. The right to see a doctor when needed. I know plenty of people who have to go back 
to work after retiring because they can’t afford health insurance but don’t qualify for medicare. The price of 
medications is ridiculous. People shouldn’t have to worry about how to afford their medication. They shouldn’t 
have to cut pills, take a lower dosage to make the medicine last. I believe we need medicare for all. I believe our 
healthcare system will improve 
 
What policies do you oppose and what policies would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? 
 
I would promote Medicare for All, and it’s painful to watch our federal government attempt to make cuts to Social 
Security. 
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 
Limit weapons to specially trained officers and not everyday police and have a clear guideline and protocol to 
deploy military- style tactics. Mandatory body cameras with an independent review board that include community 
members that are elected, similar to PCO’s. Making official reviews accessible to the public. Stop the 
privatization of prisons and jails.  
 
How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 
At the county level I would propose county data not to be used by ICE. 
 
General 
 

● Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 
 
Yes, I consider myself a democrat. When I was in high school, I was approached by several local leaders 
of the Republican party. They offered several opportunities, but I could not agree with what they were 
trying to sell me. As I’ve gotten older I have learned and informed myself on several issues. I am a strong 
Bernie supporter and went to an event in Tacoma. My family and I believe in immigration rights, climate 
change and impact, and medicare for all. 
 

 
● What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (� click link to view) do 

you disagree with? Why?  
 

None that I can find so far. 
 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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● If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 
This is my first time running for office. I have been an activist for immigration rights and criminal justice 
reform. I took a bus from Memphis to Washington DC to protest immigration rights in 2010. I 
volunteered in several local campaigns in Memphis, TN and participated in phone banking for several 
candidates in Olympia, WA. I learned that it takes teamwork and more importantly surrounding yourself 
with people who not only believe in you, but believe that change can be done. 
 

 
● Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 
I am currently the treasurer for the Latino Caucus. 
 
 

● What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 
 
Affordable Housing/ Houselessness/ Homelessness 
Impact Fees, Stop tax breaks to large developers that only build luxury condos. 
Provide assistance to the homeless community. Help in the reformation of our criminal justice system so 
people don’t get prosecuted due to financial discrimination. 

 
● Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 
The environment. I am a mother and I would love for my daughters to be able to enjoy and 
breathe fresh air, and drink clean water. I believe in the Green New Deal. If this is not being 
implemented federally, or statewide, we should start mobilizing our local communities. 

 
● If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 

not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 
I am currently running against an independent incumbent, an independent who lost previously 
and a republican. There is another democrat running in this race as well. I believe if the 
community mobilizes and we unify, we have the possibility of winning. I am making connections 
with the community every day.  

 


