
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: 
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/.  
 

This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Chukundi Salisbury 
Position Sought: 37th LD Representative 
Campaign Manager:  
Consultant: Riall Johnson 
Campaign Email: elections@chukundi.com 
Campaign Phone: 
Website: www.chukundi.com 
Campaign Address: P.O. Box 28984 
Seattle, WA 98118 
 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 
 
Yes, $15 for federal. $18 for the State 
 
What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 
I would reinforce protections in our state to prevent right to work laws happen and provide protections against 
retaliation. 
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 
High stakes testing is unfair to students with various skills and strengths.  Teachers and students need 
to be evaluated on a more flexible and adaptable system that help empower the strengths they exhibit 
throughout their courses. 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com
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What is your opinion of charter schools? 
 
I have mixed feelings about charter schools. We invest too much into them, and there are too many loopholes that 
allow them to avoid accountability. Yet, in poorer areas, a charter school is sometimes the only way for students 
to get a decent education. We need to increase funding and raise standards of schools across the board to eliminate 
the need for charter schools. 
 
Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? 
 
State owned buildings should switch to renewable energy, and we can do the same on state owned 
land. We also need to impose better standards on the usage of our natural resources to prevent 
corporations from exploiting them. 
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types 
of renewable energy do you favor most?  
 
I believe that overall around the state, wind energy is going to be our most applicable form of energy, but in my 
district, solar panels are more plausible in a logistical sense.  
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 
I live in district that has historically been a majority black and brown district. I think we desperately need a public 
bank, and would happily vote for one, but in black neighborhoods, we rarely have any kind of banks. So if we are 
going to propose a public bank, I have to be sure that the branches will be distributed equitably. 
 
What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 
We need a capital gains tax among many other changes to our regressive tax system.  
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
We need a Medicare For All to protect people from constantly being at risk of having their lives financially ruined 
by medical costs. 
 
What policies do you oppose and what policies would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? 
 
We need a state version of Medicare for All, or at least a public option.  I also plan to address the disparities in 
quality care that people of color face. For example, black mothers have a 4 times higher mortality rate than white 
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mothers and that is because they don’t receive equal service by health care professionals when the are being 
treated, even with insurance. 
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 
I have been working to bring police accountability to Seattle for decades now and will continue to do so at the 
state level. I participated extensively in I-940 to bring better accountability and oversight to law enforcement 
statewide, and will continue to push for more legislation that will bridge the divide between our communities and 
police. 
 
How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 
Work to ensure that our state and local governments are not collecting and storing personal 
information. I would also work to hold ICE and other Federal agencies that do not respect the rights of 
Washingtonians accountable.  I would also work to make sure that our digital assets and databases are 
armored from cyber attacks.  
 
General 
 

● Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 
Yes, and yes. The issues I have been fighting for in my community are considered progressive, but I 
refuse to let some progressive narratives hijack these issues and water them down like it has happened in 
the past. So to say why I’m progressive is irrelevant because anyone can say it these days. The 
movements I’ve build to fight for racial equity in Seattle is progressive and will never not be no matter 
how the term “progressive” seems to be getting redefined these days. 

 
● What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (� click link to view) do 

you disagree with? Why?  
 
None, but it never seems like they’re serious about most of their progressive issues.  
 

● If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 
 
I have participated mostly in initiatives, most recently I-1000 and I-940. I have learned that if you 
properly engage with people, you can get anyone to vote, even if they’ve never done it before. I plan to do 
that in my campaign. 

 
● Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 
I am a PCO, and have been a delegate. 
 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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● What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 

have for dealing with it? 
I want to empower the youth in my district. I want them to see that someone like them that came from 
their background can do this so they know that they can do anything they want in life. It’s been my 
passion for years, and I believe that this is the next step in leading the next generation in my district to 
prosperity. 

 
● Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 
Criminal justice reform, homelessness prevention, transportation, and youth employment.  
 

● If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 
I’m running in a very democratic district and will be competing against at least 2 other democrats.   I have a very 
reasonable chance at winning. Our campaign currently has the most campaign donations with the lowest average 
of donations, showing that we are already running the most authentic grassroots campaign in the district. 


