
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2019 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name:       Claus Joens 
Position Sought:  Senate 39th LD 
Campaign Manager:   Haley McNealey 
Consultant:    Matt Petryni 
Campaign Email:  claus.joens@protonmail.com 
Campaign Phone:  740.641.5832 
Website:   joens39.com 
Campaign Address:  PO Box 36, Marblemount, WA  98267 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus?  Yes 
 
Labor 
 

Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 

 
Yes to $15.00/hr and more if required due to economic changes 

 

What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 

I oppose right to work legislation, I support making it illegal to permanently replace striking  
workers, criminalize retaliation against unions, require employees under union contract to pay  
union dues, require union pensions to be fully funded before companies can be bought out 

 

 

Education 

 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 

 
I am a teacher and member of the WEA.  High school testing is a useful tool to gather data but  
should not be a requirement for graduation, and teacher evaluations should not be based on the  
test scores.  OSPI testing should be mapped to textbook and provide an instant score and  
remediation program. 

 

 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
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What is your opinion of charter schools? 

 

I oppose public funds for charter schools.  I support charter schools based upon subject matter  
expertise such as a STEM academies that serve a consortium of public schools. 

 

Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? 

 
Increase the consumer cost to cover the implementation of wind and solar, then begin dam  
removal to support salmon restoration.  Forty dollars a year could cover the removal of four 
Snake River dams. 
 

What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types 
of renewable energy do you favor most?  

 
Renewable energy varies by region of the country.  I would first look at lower value real estate  
for solar and wind farms and river turbines that do not require the use of a dam. 

 

Finance/Taxation 
 

What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 

 

Repeal Glass/Steagall, Repeal 2005 Credit Banking and Bankruptcy Legislation, make it illegal  
for states to compete against other states by diverting state income taxes to corporations;  
reinstate usury laws that fix consumer credit rates to the bank cost of funds 

 

What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 

Use a property tax system to fund education; use an income tax system to fund general   
operations excluding education; use a business tax system to fund economic development.  I  
support progressive taxation where the more you have, the more you pay. 
 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 

My father died of lung cancer after he retired from farming because he did not continue his  
private medical insurance.  Universal healthcare is a non-negotiable item for me. 
 

What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? 
 

The first order of business is removing the cap on social security income currently set at  
$137,700.  We then need to reinstate inheritance taxes on the wealthiest Americans to fund  
healthcare. 

 



 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2019 

Security/Public Safety 
 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 

 

Civilian police forces may not wear military style uniforms or operate military style vehicles unless  
part of an appropriate special response team.  Police departments should be staffed with a 
significant amount of mental health teams. Officers involved in shooting unarmed people should be 
permanently reassigned without their firearms or to other EMS positions. 
 

How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 

 Increase funding for the FBI, increase funding for fighting white collar crime and corruption, end  
the Patriot Act, destroy intelligence gathered on Americans not under indictment or conviction. 

 

General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 

Yes, Yes, people and the environment are more important than corporate profit 
 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  
 
The document has been moved from this link.  I am Co-Chair of the Platform Committee for the 
Skagit County Democrats and do not object to the party’s platform. 
 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 

 

I also ran unsuccessfully for the State Senate in the 39th LD in 2018.  I filed with the PDC 5 
months earlier, recruited a core team, and began fundraising immediately 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 
I have been PCO of 114 Cascade for four years.  I am the Vice Chair of the Skagit County 
Democrats and served as the 39th LD Representative before that. 
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 

 

Climate Change is our biggest threat. Specifically, voters in Snohomish County have been trying 
for 20 years to expand Highway 2, yet they voted to overturn I-976 the car tab initiative that 
raised funds for highways and allowed local control to raise funds for roads. This was one of the 
few progressive laws we have, and now the state is considering a per mile charge that taxes the 
poor who are forced to move to rural areas the most. We need to educate voters in Snohomish 
County that if they want roads in Snohomish County, the people who live there will have to pay 
for it. We also need to try to create a partnership between Boeing and the State of Washington 
to develop environmentally responsible public transportation methods when aircraft production 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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declines. 
 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 
Public Education:  Need to work with OSPI to create a different testing environment for students 
 
Universal Healthcare:  Focus on citizen’s 62 and older for reduced medication costs and 
social/emotional support 
 
Housing and Homelessness:  Partner with community colleges to double or triple the skilled 
trade positions that contribute to residential construction.  Support a state bank to fund 
residential construction.  Work with local districts to revise building codes to enable construction 
of multi-unit communities. 
 
Streamline business regulations and support progressive tax reform. 
 
Reinstate the Fairness Doctrine at the state level. 
 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 
The 39th LD was redistricted in 2002 and no Democratic candidate has prevailed in any election 
for any position since then. Much of this time half of our PCS positions were empty.  We are 
now aggressively filling these positions and raising our local presence all across the district.  
Skagit and Snohomish have seen large increases of young voters who were forced out of the 
higher cost areas of Seattle which will improve Democratic demographics.  Also a significant 
amount of independent voters will not vote for Trump again. This is a perfect storm against a 
firmly entrenched Republican establishment who has given up the moral high ground. This 
election or next, a storm is coming for them. As the Senate candidate for the 39th LD, it is my 
privilege to be the tip of the spear that lands a progressive candidate in Olympia. 

 


