
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2019 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: The Washington State Progressive Caucus supports candidates from, as Howard 
Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the 
New Deal and the Great Society were good ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the 
latest organizing methods and apps. If you have reservations about answering any of these questions, 
please explain why. 

 
Candidate Name: Kristine Reeves  
Position Sought: U.S Representative, WA CD-10 
Campaign Manager: Daniel Olson is Campaign Coordinator 
Consultant:  
Campaign Email: info@kristinereeves.com 
Campaign Phone: 360-359-1910 
Website: www.kristinereeves.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 39536, Lakewood, WA, 98499 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? 
Yes 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 
 
I am a strong supporter of raising the state and federal minimum wage to $15/hour. In Congress, I will 
work to raise the minimum wage nationally, as we have done here in Washington state, where we 
proved that the argument that such a raise would cause economic devastation was not only false, but in 
fact the reverse is true: our local economy has been spurred by increasing hourly wage incomes.  
 
What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 
I believe in the right of all workers to organize and collectively bargain. As a State Representative in 
Washington state I voted to ensure employers cannot retaliate against workers for talking about their 
salary levels, granted bargaining rights to Assistant Attorney Generals, clarified bargaining rights for 
public employees after the Janus decision, and provided interest arbitration to Department of Correction 
employees and capitol campus police officers.  
 
These votes and others earned me a 100% lifetime rating from the Washington State Labor Council. As 
a member of Congress, I will support legislation that removes unreasonable barriers to unionization, 
ensures unions have access to employees, and requires employers recognize employees’ decision to 
unionize if a majority of employees sign cards to do so.   
 
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and 
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teachers are evaluated? 
 
I am the product of this state’s investment in kids like me and it was teachers who saved me, who 
guided me to overcome great childhood adversity, and who cared enough to show me a path to 
success. 
 
I have fought for educators and for key investments that have strengthened that path to 
opportunity in our state – the biggest teacher salary increases in the nation, the largest-ever 
expansion of early childhood education, and the elimination barriers to high school graduation for 
thousands of students who struggle with standardized testing. 
 
I firmly believe high stakes testing perpetuates an education system that “teaches to the test”, rather 
than prioritizing the needs of each individual student. In Congress I will support decoupling high stakes 
testing from accountability and promote locally developed student assessments.  
 
In Congress, I will be a champion for enhancing the federal partnership and funding of public 
schools and teachers, while also reversing misguided and foolish policies of the Trump 
administration.  
 
What is your opinion of charter schools? 
 
I am opposed to public funds going towards charter schools and will fight to protect public education 
funding as a member of Congress.  
 
Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? 
 
As a working mom of two young kids, I think every day about the future our kids will have with our world 
literally on fire.  
 
I’m proud to have been a part of Washington state’s bold leadership in combatting the climate crisis and 
doing it hand-in-hand with the labor community, environmental advocates and communities of color. As 
a woman of color, I know that too often front-line communities can be overlooked in the fight against 
climate change. In the state legislature, I sponsored the Healthy Environments for All (HEAL) Act, which 
would require Washington state agencies to develop strategies to apply an environmental justice lens 
to their work and target investments in low income and communities of color - communities that are on 
the front-lines of pollution and health disparities. 
 
We need to continue developing renewable and sustainable energy alternatives, and I believe the bill 
we passed to transition Washington state to 100% clean energy can be a model for the nation of how to 
address climate, empower and support workers, and protect vulnerable communities. 
 
I’m looking forward to being in this fight as a member of Congress, and will oppose the current 
administration’s proposals concerning the privatization of our natural resources.  
 
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What 
types of renewable energy do you favor most?  
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As a state representative, I supportedGovernor Inslee’s Clean Energy Fund to grow jobs in the clean 
energy industry. We’ve built a $6 billion wind industry from scratch by incentivizing the private sector 
with renewable energy standards, and just last year we passed a law to end Washington’s use of coal 
and shift our state to use 100% clean energy to generate electricity.  
 
I believe America must take a leadership role in addressing climate change, not only to protect 
ourselves from threats like hurricanes and wildfires that increasingly threaten our daily lives and 
resources, but because we must take advantage of the economic opportunity that exists to be a 
leader in the creation of clean energy jobs and the next generation of economic innovation. We need to 
work towards eliminating fossil fuels, and to do that we must research and invest in many different 
sources of renewable energy, including hydropower, wind, and solar.  
 
I will be a leader in Congress in raising the profile of, and fighting for solutions to, the climate 
crisis. I will bring credibility and experience to the fight that comes from my experience as a 
legislator at the forefront of elevating this crisis and crafting innovative 
solutions to address the threat that help ensure communities of color are not left behind in the solutions. 
I’ll have the urgency that comes from being a 30-year-old with 
two small children who understands their future will be severely degraded unless we successfully 
meet this challenge now. 
 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 
As a woman of color who grew up in poverty, I understand the value of a dollar. It’s why I’m committed 
to ensuring a fair and equitable banking system that supports all citizens, not just the 1%.  
 
As a Washington state representative, I served as vice-chair of the Business and Financial Services 
committee. During my time in the legislature I fought for reforms to increase access to credit for 
communities of color and working families and held insurance companies accountable on behalf of 
consumers. 
 
In Congress I will continue to hold big banks accountable, and promote equitable banking regulations 
that help all citizens, not just those at the top of the income bracket.   
 
How would you restructure the federal taxation system to address the growing problem of 
income inequality in America? 
 
As someone who experienced poverty and homelessness in my own childhood, I can personally 
attest to both the inequality that exists and the value to society of lifting citizens out of adverse 
situations to greater prosperity and productive lives. While there is no single solution to solving the 
growing income inequality in America, addressing our federal tax system is part of the solution.  
 
Our current tax code favors millionaires and billionaires, not working families and those furthest from 
opportunity. That needs to change. Specifically, I would eliminate the Trump tax cuts for the wealthy 
and big corporations that have allowed those at the very pinnacle of wealth to further enhance their 
financial advantages.  
 
In Washington state we have the most regressive tax code in the country, where the lowest income 
households pay drastically more than the highest income households. I strongly believe that fixing our 
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tax code is a way to help address income inequality and at the state level I’ve been supportive of efforts 
to enact a capital gains tax and a Working Families tax rebate. In Congress I will be an outspoken 
advocate in the fight to reform our tax code and build an economy that works for all, not just the wealthy 
few. 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of 
the effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
When I was in college, I found a lump in my breast. At the time, I did not have access to health 
insurance, and while I was sitting in the doctor’s office, I had no idea how I would be able to afford 
treatment that could potentially save my life. I was fortunate that is was diagnosed as a benign tumor, 
but nobody should have to worry about whether or not they can afford vital medical treatment. Later in 
life I was diagnosed as pre-diabetic. The prescription drugs that were needed to manage my diagnosis 
cost almost as much as my mortgage each month, and I had to fight my insurance company’s 
bureaucracy for months just to get a portion of the cost covered.  
 
I believe we need to move as quickly as possible toward universal health care coverage and do 
everything possible to make health care and prescription drugs more affordable. I’m proud of our efforts 
in Washington state where we’ve established progressive models for the country– we’ve cut the 
uninsured rate from 14% to nearly 5% thanks to an efficient implementation of Obamacare, and last 
year I voted to establish the country’s first long term care benefit that helps aging residents to stay in 
their homes while getting care. But there is still work to be done. Both financial and nonfinancial barriers 
continue to exist in gaining access to healthcare in the United States. 
 
I think the best way to achieve these goals is to build on the tremendous progress achieved under 
Obamacare, rather than try and transition to a Medicare for All system right now. I believe those 
who have private health insurance which they want to keep should be allowed to do so, while we offer a 
public option that creates competition for the private sector and offers an alternative avenue for citizens 
to evaluate. 
 
What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social 
Security and Medicare? 
 
Social Security and Medicare lifted millions of Americans out of poverty — they are absolutely 
vital government programs that should be protected, not cut or privatized. Seniors paid into those 
programs their whole working lives. That’s their money. If we ask millionaires and billionaires to pay 
their fair share, we can continue to keep Social Security and Medicare strong and sustainable well into 
the future and it’s an issue I’ll champion when in Congress.  
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian 
oversight of law enforcement? 
 
As the twin sister of a 17-year combat veteran and having spent the last decade working on military 
families and veterans issues, I know the equipment we develop for our soldiers should not be the same 
equipment our local law enforcement agencies utilize. While I support civilian oversight, the federal 
government can’t require local jurisdictions to establish civilian oversight of local law enforcement. 
However, in Congress I will support efforts to stop providing military assets to local law enforcement 
agencies. 
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How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 
I firmly believe we should not be using taxpayer funded surveillance institutions against our own 
citizens. Having worked in the national security sector I understand the importance of protecting our 
borders from terrorism and tracking down those that wish to do our country harm. However, we need to 
balance our national security methods with our citizen’s fundamental right to privacy. In Congress I 
would welcome the opportunity to strengthen our privacy laws and make much needed changes to the 
Patriot Act, to ensure our privacy while continuing to protect our safety and security.  
 
General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 
 
Yes, I am a progressive Democrat. As the daughter of a single mother, who suffered from 
substance abuse issues, I spent the first 
ten years of my life in and out of foster care, relying heavily on the social safety net and 
programs like Head Start and food stamps. I’m a product of our state’s investment in our social 
safety net and know first hand what progressive policies can do to lift someone up. It’s why I’m a 
Democrat and a progressive, and I’m running for Congress because I want to be a catalyst for 
progressive action that improves the daily lives of our kids, working families and local 
communities. 
 
I have also served as the Chair of the Spokane County Democrats, as well as a PCO with the 
30th legislative district Democrats, so I know how important our local Democratic organizations 
are in supporting progressive policies and candidates.  
 

 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to 
view) do you disagree with? Why?  

 
Throughout my career I have championed Democratic policies, and I am looking forward to 
reviewing the 2020 Washington State Democratic Party Platform when it is adopted later this 
year.  

 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first 
campaign, what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did 
you learn from those campaigns? 
 
I was a Washington State Representative from 2017-2019. In 2016 with Donald Trump at the 
top of the ticket, I flipped a Republican seat by knocking on over 10,000 doors, meeting with my 
neighbors and learning what matter most to them. Winning by a slim margin, I became a state 
legislator and the 51st vote enabling us to pass nation-leading progressive policies. During the 
campaign I learned the importance of sticking to my values and always believing I can win, and I 
know these lessons will serve me well as I run for Congress. 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization 
offices? 
 
Chair, Spokane County Democrats.  

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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PCO, 30th LD Democrats.  
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What 
proposals do you have for dealing with it? 
 
I am the product of our state’s investments in kids like me, and an example of what quality 
teachers can do to inspire and change lives, and I am proud to say I’ve been able to pay it 
forward through by championing progressive action in the state legislature – making child care 
more affordable, the best family leave policy in the nation, the nation’s highest raises for teacher 
salaries, and the first long term care health benefit that helps seniors to stay in their homes. 
 
As we fought and won landmark battles in the Washington Legislature for the kind of policies 
that had made a difference in my life and thousands like me, I realized that I had a unique 
perspective to offer in debates about policies intended to support working families and those 
struggling.  My background, the obstacles I’ve overcome, and the progressive investments that I 
bear witness to, afford me a viewpoint that’s not often seen or heard in many corridors of power.   
 
That’s why I’m running for Congress today and the issues I will prioritize and fight for. 
 
As someone who went into debt to pay for medical care because I couldn’t afford health 
insurance, I can personally attest to the devastating impact of Trump’s Medicaid cuts and his 
efforts to eliminate health care coverage for millions of Americans; 
 
As the daughter of a mother who struggled with substance abuse, I am acutely aware of how 
Republican loyalty to big drug companies has made the opioid epidemic worse; 
 
As someone who grew up uncertain where my next meal might come from, I understand more 
than most the cruelty of cuts to Head Start, food stamps and school lunch programs proposed 
by Trump and his Republican enablers. 
 
It's time for Congress to have a sense of urgency that comes from seeing firsthand how 
progressive policies can dramatically and immediately make a struggling family's daily life 
better, like it did mine. That's why I will work passionately and tirelessly to: 
 
* Make child care more affordable and pass Paid Family Medical Leave 
* Increase the minimum wage and expand access to apprenticeships and career training  
* Fight to ensure everyone has access to affordable health care and prescription drugs 
* Prioritize frontline communities in the fight to defeat climate change 
 
It's time for Congress to hear the unique perspective of someone like me who's struggled, 
overcame early challenges, and understands the difficulties most of us face every day. 

 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing 
solutions? 
 
During my time as a state representative, I led the charge on expanding childcare access and 
affordability. By building a bipartisan coalition of legislators, labor unions, businesses, and 
parent organizations we were able to pass nation-leading legislation, establishing a path for 
Washington to have quality, affordable, and accessible childcare by 2025.  
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In Congress I’m looking forward to building off the success here in Washington state to ensure 
families across the country have access to quality and affordable childcare.  
 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at 
winning? If not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections 
among local people who share progressive values? 

 
This is a Democratic district and I believe we will keep it blue, but I also know how to run and 
win a close race. I was elected in 2016 with Donald Trump at the top ticket, and after narrowly 
defeating a Republican incumbent, I became the crucial 51st vote for landmark progressive 
policies to pass the legislature. I’ve enjoyed building connections throughout the 10th 
congressional district and am excited about the momentum my campaign has, but we aren’t 
taking anything for granted. We are working hard to talk to more folks throughout the 10th   and 
learn what matters most to them and their families. 
 


