
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

⮚ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 

Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 

Candidate Name: Marcus Young 

Position Sought: Piece County Council District #3 

Campaign Manager: Wilton Waverly 

Consultant: Riall Johnson 

Campaign Email: info@marcusforcouncil.com 

Campaign Phone: 253-439-7174 

Website: marcusforcouncil.com 

Campaign Address: PO Box 1094 Spanaway Wa 98387 

Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 

Questions: 
 

Labor 

 

Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues 
to be stalled? To what level? 
 
Yes, I believe that we are in a situation where time is of the essence.  Our area continues to 
grow without any sign of slowing down and yet our wages continue to remain stalled with no 
insurance of movement taking place.  Our cost of living is on the rise, our taxes are on the rise, 
our economy has been on the rise and yet our wages have remained stalled, sad and 
stagnant. 
 
 

Education 

 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 

We live in a world that is totally evolving and yet when it comes to our school systems and testing, there 
has been little progress!  While I believe in testing, I also believe that these tests should be just one of 
many ways that we evaluate our students.  We must put our students in the best possible atmosphere 
for success!  I believe that we need to invest in more programs like the Pierce County Skills Center.  I 
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know that there are CTE programs within the schools but are these programs centered around CTE 
curriculum? Every child does not learn the same in every environment.  Because of this unequal 
playing field for the student, it becomes impossible to accurately and fairly evaluate our teachers.  Test 
scores won’t do it, when they have students that should not be in their classes to begin with.  
Graduation rate won’t do it, when we are boxing these students into a format that does not fit.  The 
system must be changed before we can properly evaluate those that are forced to function in said 
system. 
 

 

Environment    
 

What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent 
privatization of natural resources? 
 
We need to invest in more renewable energy sources in our region, which I plan to accomplish at the 
county level. 
 
 

Finance/Taxation 

 

What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 

 

I will support a public banking system on all levels. It will be an essential part of creating a fair and equitable 

economy. But one thing I have to point out is the lack of any kind of banks in black neighborhoods that I can 

immediately address at the county level. Multiple studies consistently show that black neighborhoods have less 

banks or even no banks in their areas. This attributes to a huge disparity in investments and leads to gentrification 

and poverty perpetuation.  I would prefer a public bank to be put in any neighborhood, but in some 

neighborhoods, they need any kind of bank. 

 

 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 

I am for universal health care, and Medicare for all is the most expedient way to get there.   

 

 

Security/Public Safety 

 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 

 

 I believe that citizen oversight is a must.  I respect and honor the blue shield however, what I have 
shared with law enforcement personnel that I have spoken with, the shield should not allow everyone to 
hide behind it!  It weakens the integrity of the shield when people are allowed to hide behind it who’s 
actions do not line up with what it stands for. 
 

 

General 
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● Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 

 

I do consider myself a Democrat, I also consider myself a progressive. 
I carry a lot of Democratic views however, I am more progressive in my thinking. 
 
 

● What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (🡸 click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  
 
As of now I haven’t found anything on the platform that I disagree with, I just wish that they did more to 
fight for the issues that they say they are advocating for, especially the more progressive policies that 
they have listed 
 

● If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from those 
campaigns? 

 

I was elected to the Bethel School Board in 2019, through this election I learned that it is just as 
important to stay engaged with the community I serve as it was while running my campaign.  
 

 

● Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 
I have not been a precinct committee officer, but I have signed up to be one this year. 
 
 

● What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 

 

I live in an area that is growing fast!  I am running to help improve our county infrastructure to help my 
community deal with this rapid growth.  There are more and more permits being approved for 
multifamily dwellings as well a single-family home.  Centers and Corridors are still a major plan for the 
county.  However, with all this growth the infrastructure needed to support is not growing as well. We 
are missing simple things, proper lighting, traffic lights and sidewalks. I will be pushing many proposals 
to help on this issue from day 1 in office. 
 

● Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 
 

The next major issue that I see for my district is homelessness.  I see that many of the neighboring 
cities are pushing the homelessness out to this area that has a history of being rural.  This is not an 
efficient way of dealing with this issue.  I also do not believe that this can be addressed through one 
solution.  Everyone who is homeless is not for the same reason, nor do they need the same type of 
assistance.  The first step is to stop putting homelessness under one umbrella.  I was once homeless, 
not because of addiction, not because of mental illness, but because of a divorce where I refused to 
have my children and then current wife to be out in the street.  This divorce happened during a time 
where I was also in between jobs and attempting to return to school.  You can call it the “perfect storm”.  
All I had was my clothes and the backseat of my car.  These are PEOPLE who happen to be homeless!  
This is the first thing that we must realize, and then begin to address their needs from there.  It is in all 
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of our best interest to stop putting bandages on this issue and really become intentional and strategic 
concerning this matter.  

 

● If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people who 
share progressive values? 

 
Yes, this district has a past history of voting Republican (last 4 elections) however, within the last 5 
years there has been large growth in District #3 which includes single family homes as well as multi 
family units and low income housing.  Many of these new additions are either Democratic or non-
registered voters who may become Democratic voters.  I believe I have a good chance at winning, but I 
will stand strong on my values to make sure the most important issues I believe are affecting my county 
are heard regardless of the results. 


