
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Phillip Bailey 
Position Sought: Governor 
Campaign Manager: TBD 
Consultant: 
Campaign Email: phill.bailey2020@gmail.com  
Campaign Phone:906-202-1786 

Website: https://www.facebook.com/PhillBailey2020/ 
Campaign Address:18100 ne 95th st WW1108, Redmond, WA, 98052 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus?  
 
Yes 
 
Labor 

 

Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 

 

I believe the minimum wage should be raised to at or above $15 dollars with a look to matching it to cost of living 

per city or county to ensure no one suffers. Raising it is not enough though. Rent prices must be brought down 

statewide in order for people to afford living. 

 

What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 

I support any legislation that enables tools for employees to organize with the state or federal government’s 

assistance. I believe the government should be brought in sooner and have more power in punishing retaliation. 

Part of this would be removing At-Will employment laws and requiring each termination of an employee be 

backed up with proper documentation. It means enabling L&I to have a team of experts who are available for any 

worker to who is interested in organizing. It means legalizing strikes so that employees may safely protest their 

working conditions. Most importantly, and this is something I’ve experienced firsthand, it means banning proxy 

employment or “joint employment” Despite every supreme court at state and national level declaring joint 

employers any employer who fails the economic realities test, most companies tell their “contractors” that they 

aren’t employees. I spent three years fighting against Nintendo with this, and when we reported them to L&I for 

my wife’s case, they still tried to lie and say they weren’t an employer in a joint employer relationship with us. 

When employees are convinced that they’re not employees, then they think they don’t have the right to unionize. 

It also makes it more difficult for employees fired for organizing to prove it. 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com
mailto:phill.bailey2020@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/PhillBailey2020/


 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

 

 

Education 

 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
I believe that this sort of testing often affects the students who need help the most. It has been proven that many 

tests used for these sorts of determinations are racially and income biased. They often lead to further degradation 

of the neighborhoods that those schools provide for. Teachers should be evaluated based on their curriculum, 

student review, and using pre and post semester testing to show student growth. Even then, it is simply too 

difficult to boil the entirety of a human based system to numbers. I watched my friends in highschool repeatedly 

fail tests and math courses, that are now programmers with college degrees. Test anxiety is real, as is the racial 

and economic disadvantages.   

 

What is your opinion of charter schools? 
 

As a previous student at a charter school, I grew up initially supporting them. However, there are significant 

issues with the way most states legislate and run their charter programs. Children are not a commodity, and all 

schools should be publicly funded, state run and non-profit. While charter schools can heavily benefit certain 

students, others will not excel in the often more accelerated learning environments. It is important to regularly ask 

the community and families if the school is helping them. Entrance to these schools should be lottery based, and 

not based on any factors outside this. Parents will, in my experience, not even consider the charter option unless 

they feel it benefits their child’s unique needs, but many do so because of biases or prejudice. Charter schools 

should just be public schools with more open teaching styles, or specializations. When used in this way they 

become an excellent method for testing new ideas in an education environment while ensuring proper, and safe, 

education. Also religious schools should be phased out entirely, but good luck with that. 

 

Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? 
 
I believe all resources that are critical to human society should be publicly owned. This means all 
utilities, essential land, and internet. As a state, we have access to the ability to use all forms of carbon 
free energy. It is not enough to simply become carbon neutral; we must push for carbon negative. This 
means utilizing more solar, water, wind and nuclear energy. All of these, when used in a safe way, can 
provide a surplus of power to our state and allow us to also help our neighbors meet their energy 
needs. Natural Gas is not the solution. It converts Methane into Carbon Dioxide, which is less 
dangerous in the atmosphere, but has a drastically longer half-life. This means that while it’s better in 
the short term, it’s long term effects will linger far longer. We’ve long past the point where it’s a viable 
means to slow climate change and reduce emissions.  
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types 
of renewable energy do you favor most?  

 

Tidal, Solar and wind energy are some of the easiest to implement. We as a state need to be helping all 

homeowners and businesses to equip their buildings with solar panels. We need to offer incentives to increase 

production of panels within our own state, and work to become the nation’s leading producer of renewable energy 

manufacturing. I personally am an advocate for Nuclear energy as it is one of the longest lasting, most powerful 

methods, and construction doesn’t require exploitation of third world countries for batteries materials. Other 

countries have developed a safe, standardized method of construction and I would seek bringing in their expertise.  
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Finance/Taxation 
 

What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 

First, we need to create a central banking system and do so in partnership with the federal post office, if possible. 

Banking needs to be available to all citizens with low to no profit involved. This means banning the predatory 

practices that corporate banking uses, such as overdraft or late fees. Some seem to want to make a bank to 

bankroll the state. I’ve worked customer service lines for a bank. I have heard the worst calls and heartbreaking 

stories. I’ve then been forced to offer those people seeking their overdraft fees refunded a credit card or loan 

application to keep my job. Anyone who wants to use that kind of model for our state bank is going to see me 

vetoing their bill indefinitely. People shouldn’t have to resort to single use debit cards or reloadable credit cards 

because they can’t afford the bank fees. 

 

What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 

The property tax guidelines within the state constitution need to be removed or amended to allow for the caps on 

extremely high value property to be far higher. Tax law needs to be simplified to a way that every resident can 

easily determine the tax they owe. Corporate income taxes need to be set at a flat rate with 0 way to reduce the 

amount they pay. A wealth tax should be implemented for anyone over 200k a year, you could argue me down to 

150k or 120k. One thing we should avoid, if possible, is an employee income tax. This would cause many low-

income households to be the bearers of many of our costs. Taxes should be simple enough at the end of the day, 

that a single webpage can contain all tax law. It shouldn’t take a genius to track down every tax, and loophole or 

tax break. 

 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 

I am for a Medicare for All system. Healthcare in general should not be privatized on an institutional level. All 

hospitals should be non-profits or state owned and operated to ensure that they are not at risk of being closed. It is 

also important to have as many centrally located health centers, like Eastgate Public Health, to provide needed 

healthcare to all communities.  

 

What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? 
 

Social Security has not been properly kept in line with the average costs of living in our country. Medicare should 

be for all and should cover ALL healthcare. This is including mental health, trans health (surgery), and all other 

costs that would normally be pushed onto a consumer by private insurers.  

 

Security/Public Safety 
 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 

Law enforcement departments should be banned from purchasing equipment for themselves. Those purchases 

should be handled by a separate department based on need, and weaponry should be reduced. All law enforcement 

should undergo medical and de-escalation training. Personally, I think they should have all lethal weaponry 

removed, but the general public will likely disagree and there would be a second amendment fight. All cases of 

misconduct should be handled by a state oversight committee, of which the members can not have any ties to law 
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enforcement, military, Law or weapons manufacturers. We need to restore faith to the people, as well as make law 

enforcement accountable to the people.  

 

How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 

The world is not as dangerous as we were led to believe in 2002. We can monitor public posts, and follow up on 

tips from citizens, without recording or invading every private form of contact. The patriot act was one of the 

worst crimes committed against the American people. 

 

General 
  

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 

I am registered as one, but I have a very hard time aligning myself with someone as regressive as Joe 

Biden or Hillary Clinton. I do consider myself very progressive and a socialist. I think that right now 

Bernie and Alexandria and others are fighting for the soul of this party. For two long it’s been controlled 

by corporate neoliberals who only value their status quo, and profits. It needs to represent the working 

class and be a worker’s party. 

 
 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  

o (Settling student debt with a program that bases repayment on a percentage of earnings 
and forgives the balance after 20 years;) : All student debt should be forgiven, 
completely, and education needs to be cost free. This means up to graduate level 
and even perhaps PHD level. 

o (Partial student loan forgiveness and loan consolidation at the federal level;): See above. 
o (Achieving a net-zero carbon emission economy by 2050; ) This is too compromising. 

We should aim for 2030 or earlier. Change needs to be drastic. By 2050 humanity 
may already be extinct in entire regions of the planet. 

o (Establishment of a state bank to handle and profit from state revenues;) This seems to 

imply that the bank will somehow use those funds to make profits on an open 

market. This cannot be allowed. A state bank is fine, but to use it for profit 

introduces a high risk of corruption and gambling with taxpayer money. 

o ( Provide legal access for employers to an immigrant workforce, such as a guest worker  

program; ) If an employer must import a worker to meet a need which our country 

cannot, then they have an obligation to focus on helping these people to immediately 

become citizens. Guest working rarely seems to lead to permanence within certain 

industries, such as tech. It also seems that companies manipulate the system by 

setting impossible requirements of experience that an entry level American could 

never meet, and a skilled worker in that field would never accept. 

o (A minimum five percent reduction in defense spending every year for five years; ) It 

should be vastly higher than 5%. Over 5 years that means only a 23% decrease in 

spending. The goal should be to reduce spending by at least 40%, if possible even 

more. 

o ( Total ban on assault style weapons and high capacity ammunition magazines larger than 

20 10 rounds; )The term “assault style” has no definition in the National Firearms 

Act. What needs to be done is a complete overhaul of the NFA from the ground up 

to provide adequate definition of weapons. Weapon modularity has far surpassed 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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the capability of 86 year old law to regulate. The belief that a simple ban will solve 

the problem is ignorant of the realities of firearm manufacturing and the resources 

easily available. The bill currently in the legislature, sponsored by Inslee, is nearly 

identical to a bill from like ten years ago in California. That bill was immediately 

circumvented with Mag-Clips. Even California’s latest bill currently has crafty 

manufacturers figuring out a way to circumvent them. Gun owners and 

manufacturers are too invested in weapons of this nature to not bypass any state 

ban using the NFA definitions. I believe that bringing in Gun Owners to discuss 

weaponry, and the place they serve in those communities is imperative to 

understanding how to prevent these tragedies. This means passing M4A for increase 

mental health services, expanding background checks, creating red flag laws that 

actually involve mental health experts and preserve the rights of those suspected, 

and providing expanded education for people to learn the warning signs for people 

who have been radicalized. Holy moly is it a complex issue. 
 

 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 
 

This is my first election for a statewide position. 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 
Yes, PCO. 

 
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 

 

Contract employment, or workers rights. In January 2019 my wife and I were fired from Nintendo on the 

same day for unjust causes. I was sick with two strains of the flu and asked for accommodations as I have 

asthma and didn’t have my inhaler. My wife used her paid sick leave to get antibiotics for an infected 

wisdom tooth. We were immediately retaliated against. A year later and we’ve barely gotten any justice. 

Our elected officials ignored us, the companies brushed us off, and the conditions I fought against that 

made management despise me are only getting worse. We were left broken, broke, and nearly homeless. 

We had a lawyer tell us that case wasn’t profitable enough for the effort for any lawyer to pursue helping 

us. Despite spending taking 9 months to get L&I the information to finish our case, neither of the joint 

employers faced any citations.  

 

I desperately want medicare for All, but I’d be lying if I said this one issue wasn’t what put me on this 

path to becoming a civil servant. I’d propose a ban to all joint employment relationships, using the 

economic realities test as provided by the supreme court and strict punishment for companies that try to 

cut costs by selling off their labor needs to the lowest bidder. It is anti-worker and incredibly unethical.  

 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 
Medicare for all, Rent Control (homelessness), and a statewide high speed rail system to reduce traffic. 
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• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 

I think this year republicans will have their strongest chance yet at getting someone who can defeat Inslee. His 

failed attempt at presidency, and refusal to pass medicare have made him less popular with progressives, who may 

be uninspired to vote. I think with Trump rallying republicans and likely backing any front runner after the 

primary it will get very hairy. The most important thing is to ensure two democrats exit the state primary for 

Governor. After that I think we’ll need to fight hard to rally not only progressives, who dislike Inslee’s third way 

liberalism, but to rally the disenchanted working class in the more red districts. Not only will it prove successful, 

but I think it will help every single progressive running to win in those areas against their republican or liberal 

opponents.  


