
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2019 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Rory J Summerson 
Position Sought: Thurston County Commissioner District 1 
Campaign Manager: Robert Vanderpool 
Consultant:  
Campaign Email: voterory@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: 360.789.2173 
Website: www.voterory.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 1307 Olympia, WA 98507 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 

Questions: 
 
Labor 
 

Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues 
to be stalled? To what level?  

I fully support raising the minimum wage to a living wage, currently we have a situation 
in which the projections and timelines for wage increases are woefully inadequate. We 
see a situation in which local renters and homeowners alike are being priced out of our 
community, losing their residences and finding themselves unable to prepare for their 
futures. If wages were to keep pace with inflation and the wage increase of executive 
level work, we would see minimum wages closer to $23-$25/hour. We should at a 
minimum see a wage that allows persons working a 40/hour work week to live 
comfortably and save for their futures. 
 
 

Education 
 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated?  

I oppose high stakes testing as a baseline. High stakes testing fails to account for 
varied learning and testing styles in students. Additionally, I feel that high stakes 
testing does not allow for accounting of the physical, mental, and social pressures 
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children of diverse backgrounds may face during testing. A better approach might be to 
move towards emphasizing student outcomes relative to individual student growth. 
Comprehensive competency models are very effective within collegiate settings and I 
believe competency-based learning models overall create a more dynamic approach to 
the learning styles of each student. Beyond my feelings on the matter though, the 
position for which I am running does not have direct control over testing models used 
in local schools.  
 

Environment    
 

What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent 
privatization of natural resources? 

I think there is a lot we can do locally. Moving away from private entities like PSE is a 
great place to make an impact. We can move towards public power which would give us 
more control locally over our power and what resources are used to create it. We can 
also provide funding and planning for more EV infrastructure which would reduce 
reliance on fossil fuels in our modes of transportation. We can also continue to improve 
our public transport to increase access and reduce reliance of fossil fuels. We can 
promote Green technology through investments and through incubator programs and 
funding.  
 

Finance/Taxation 

 

What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 

I would support a resolution of support from our County Commission. I would support 
initiatives and promote education and awareness of the potential to locally fund 
infrastructure and projects at much lower costs. I already advocate for a state bank.  
 

 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 

I support Medicare for All. It is broadly accepted by economists and academics that a 
Medicare for All healthcare system would dramatically reduce what we spend on 
healthcare, would provide equitable access for everyone, would simplify and streamline 
the backend work in facilities and doctors’ offices. It would also increase the potential 
patient base for providers. In a more macro sense the transition would allow for a 
greater focus on preventative care over reactive care whereby we preemptively provide 
healthcare rather than people having to work through injury and sickness until they are 
facing larger costs and more complications in their health. The transition would by and 
large benefit all Americans and bring us more in line with the rest of the modern world.   
 

 

Security/Public Safety 
 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
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I would seek to create processes for risk governance, monitoring and reporting through 
citizens oversight that promotes negotiated rulemaking. I believe oversight allows for 
demands of accountability at all levels of government. I do not believe that our County 
Sheriff’s Department should have the level of autonomy it enjoys, and I would be 
extremely critical of increased policing capacity that isn’t solely focused on retraining 
and de-escalation efforts. I would not be supportive and would vocally denounce the 
use of taxpayer dollars to create a more militarized police force, up to and including, 
weaponry and equipment. One example being that I would have voted against the 
purchase of the new tactical vehicle our Sheriff’s Department sought approval for.  
 

General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 

I consider myself a Progressive Democrat. My ideology is based in a need for 
social reforms that enjoin advancements in the sciences, economic policy, new 
green technology, development and social, ground up, organization. I believe that 
as society evolves so too should our stances and views on policy and 
governance. I believe in looking toward a healthier human condition, leveraging 
policies that promote inclusion and equity for all people in our nation. In action I 
have volunteered for progressive causes like Medicare for All. I have lobbied for 
increase rights and protections for marginalized communities since the age of 13. 
I have fought for and won greater protections and a $15 minimum wage with my 
employer for all of our employees.  
 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  

I support all provisos within the Party Platform.  
 

 
 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 

I am a first-time candidate but have been a volunteer for the Sanders campaign 
both in the 2015-2016 cycle and the 2019-2020 cycle. I was an alternate delegate 
for Sanders in the previous cycle. I have supported many local progressive 
candidates for City Council and for County Commission. I backed Tye Menser for 
District 3 County Commissioner. I backed Doglio for LD22. I volunteered on Dani 
Madrones campaign and for Phyllis Booth - I have, as a PCO, volunteered for any 
endorsed candidate that requested assistance. I also volunteered for Joshua 
Collins campaign for CD10.  
 
From these races I have learned the importance of resilience, discipline and 
determination. I also saw how important it was to understand the demographics 
within our constituency, how to have a balanced discussion, and speak with 
authority. I learned the importance of active listening, and the value in creating 
trust through shared vulnerability, understanding that the things we armor 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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ourselves against are often the things that create trust in the voting bloc. I also 
noted the importance of adherence to one’s values in the campaign and 
throughout the cycle.  
 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

I am currently the PCO for Olympia-19 Precinct 219 with the Thurston County 
Democratic Party.  
 

 
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 

I see that one of the most visible and dire concerns in Thurston County is our 
Homeless population. As such, it is addressed within my primary pillar “people 
first” I believe that we need a holistic approach that provides for housing, health 
care access, and stability. I believe headway can be made in these areas within 
the first year in office.  
 
I would promote redirection of additional local funds in tandem with state and 
federal grant monies to provide additional affordable housing immediately. I 
would use the same approach to address mental health – which is the #1 factor 
identified in our Point in Time census. While the County already has plans to 
increase bed availability, more needs to be done to increase the availability of 
providers in the region. We currently see waits up to 6 months for intakes in 
some cases. We also know the cost and requirements for continued mental 
health stabilizing care can be barriers in and of themselves.  
 
The County can help to direct funds for offsetting the costs of training and 
licensure for new providers, as well as lower the costs of permitting and taxes for 
mental health providers that include sliding scale and free counseling services to 
the most in need in our community. I would also seek to create more 
public/private partnerships to bolster that work.  
 
In terms of long-term care. The County can fund public access to counseling and 
prescription providers that maintain care for individuals disparately impacted by 
our current systems and processes.  

 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

I believe it is clear that; Thurston County is not in a very healthy financial 
position. This is in part, due to our extremely regressive taxation system. We 
need a couple of things to occur rapidly within our local government. 
 
We need a more direct focus on budgets and accountability. I, along with many 
members of the voting bloc are concerned about the potential for insolvency in 
the coming years, as well as, a significant need to bring reporting and 
accountability requirements inline across multiple departments. I feel progress 
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can be made here by creating a more standardized reporting process that all 
departments would need to adhere to, such a process would promote equity in 
the budget and transparency in declarations of need. I feel we need a firmer 
stance on budget overages as well. I think beyond my vote we still need to 
incorporate additional capabilities in terms of Citizens oversight, up to and 
including negotiated rulemaking.  
 
Included as a focus within my campaign is, addressing environmental concerns. I 
would seek to eliminate reliance on fossil fuels in our region, we can begin this 
process by further investing in green technology and funding EV/Solar/Renewal 
infrastructure within the County. We also need to allocate more resources to 
Conservation and Restoration. Climate change will not be cheap, but I have 
researched millions in grants that can be deployed here in Thurston to fund 
larger projects and incubator programs. We stand to benefit from exploring Hemp 
farming and industry, inviting in producers that create 3D printed housing using 
renewables – making Thurston an industry leader. We have the land and the 
resources to make the transition. 
 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

Thurston County has a Democratic majority within the Urban Growth centers and 
more rural communities as you move outward into unincorporated regions. 
Democrats do in fact have viability in Thurston, but more work needs done to 
bring in progressive voices from across the County. I believe I am a candidate 
who can help to build those connections. I was raised in a very conservative and 
rural area and my work has created in me abilities to diagnose and correct 
problems, as well as, work with everyone regardless of their Ideological bent. I 
feel that most the issues we face are shared concerns between the various 
ideologies, the only real differences being the solutions. There is room for the 
conversations to occur, but only with candidates who can demonstrably 
communicate with the more disaffected and conservative voters in the County. I 
do this every day. I have had the luxury of providing in home/business services to 
over 8,000 customers during my time with my employer. I often get the “walls 
down” conversations and experience a level of exposure to the constituency that 
most politicians never achieve. I plan to leverage those connections and my long 
history working with ideologically diverse groups of people to create the 
discussions we need to have. We also plan to increase outreach to the more 
conservative voters through my campaign. My goal is to increase turnout and 
create progressive values in conservative bastions.  


