
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus 
Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the 
questionnaire deadline and meeting date here: 
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/.  

 
This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 

 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 

running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If 
you are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about 
state-wide or national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, 
representatives and governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily 
feel differently in a few years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean 
once put it, “the Democratic wing of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the 
New Deal and the Great Society were good ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all 
the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have reservations about answering any of these 
questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Ingrid Anderson 

Position Sought: State Senate, 5th LD 
Campaign Manager: N/A – Still hiring 
Consultant: Erin Schultz, NWP Consulting 
Campaign Email: ingridforstatesenate@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: 425-223-9620 
Website: ingridforstatesenate.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 2990, North Bend, WA 98045 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes! 
 
Labor 

 
Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 
 

I support continuing to raise the minimum wage in our state based on the consumer price index as 
mandated by the current law. We need to ensure we have a living wage and that workers 
earning minimum wage can live and work in our communities, even as the cost of living 
increases. 

 
Federally, I think the government should follow Washington’s lead and raise the minimum wage to a 

living wage that includes cost-of-living adjustments. As we’ve proven here at home, a higher 
minimum wage is good for the economy and good for workers. 

 
 

What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 

I’ve been a union member, both as a grocery store clerk and now as a nurse, for more than two 
decades – I know how important the labor movement is for strengthening our middle class, 
raising wages, and ensuring safe workplaces. I think it is great that Washington is one of the 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com
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most unionized states in the country – but I know there’s still more we can do to protect workers’ 
rights and expand collective bargaining. I’m committed to working with our state’s unions to 
strengthen existing laws, ensure enforcement of those laws against bad acting companies, give 
workers more tools to form unions, and work with individual labor organizations to address their 
specific needs and priorities. 
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students 
and teachers are evaluated? 
 

I don’t believe high stakes testing is an effective way to measure student learning or teacher 
performance. As a mom, I certainly don’t think that high stakes testing will provide a 
comprehensive or particularly helpful look at where my son is succeeding and where he needs 
to improve. Yet, for too many schools, high stakes testing is fundamental to perception of the 
school’s performance – if we’re going to improve education in our state, it won’t be because of 
high stakes testing. 

 
Strengthening our K-12 system starts by listening to our educators and investing in our students, so 

that our teachers and classrooms have needed resources and students receive the support they 
need to succeed. 

 
Rather than work together with the teachers who know our education system best, the incumbent State 

Senator in the 5th LD prefers to vote against their interests and write op-eds to dismiss their 
concerns in the press. I’m seeking to be a partner in the Legislature for parents and teachers, 
and I’m committed to working together in a productive way. 

 
We need to make sure that all of our schools are fully funded, and that students have equitable access 

– regardless of their zip code or any other factor – to modern educational tools like STEAM 
learning, along with class sizes that ensure needed individualized attention. 

 
In light of the coronavirus, and a resulting school year – and system – that has been totally disrupted for 

the foreseeable future, we need legislators willing to think innovatively and quickly to help 
students learn and thrive in this new “learn from home” environment.  

 
If I’m elected, my priority will always be putting our kids’ futures first – something that requires a 

collaborative spirit, not a go-it-alone approach. 
 

What is your opinion of charter schools? 
 

Unlike our incumbent State Senator, I do not support charter schools or their expansion in our state. 
 

 
Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of 
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natural resources? 
 

I will listen to the scientists and, in the Legislature, I will advocate for the investments and programs 
they say we need to prevent climate change and reduce pollution. My son has very severe 
asthma and the often unseen pollution in our air has very real impacts in our home and my 
son’s health. For my son, and for my patients struggling with the impacts of pollution, this is very 
personal to me. 

 
We need to implement our state’s landmark 100% Clean Energy Law and transition our energy system 

to renewable sources because that’s what the science demands. Similarly, we need to take 
other bold environmental stances that curb emissions and reduce the effect of global warming. 

 
We should not allow the privatization of our natural resources or the use of public lands for fossil fuel 

production. We must continue to enact strong regulations that put our planet’s future and our 
next generations above inflated profits for oil and gas companies. 

 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy 
production? What types of renewable energy do you favor most?  
 

Again, I support our state’s 100% Clean Energy Law and I know we must make big investments in 
renewable energy if we’re going to meet the goals of that bill on time. We must expand wind and 
solar power, and by doing so, we can create thousands of jobs, provide a ‘just transition’ for 
fossil fuel workers, and ensure significant investments for low-income and marginalized 
communities in local power and pollution cleanup.  

 
But we have to go even further and look at all current sources of carbon pollution, including 

transportation – one of the biggest contributors. We must pass clean fuel standards in our state 
to make meaningful progress and that is going to require real leadership in our State Senate. 
The House is ready to implement this common-sense standard and for the second year in a row 
has faced a State Senate unwilling to do what’s right for our air quality.  

 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 

I’d begin by setting the right priorities – we need to ensure that people in our state have access to 
capital, low-interest loans, and other financial assistance that won’t leave them with a debt 
burden they can’t recover from. Unlike my opponent, I haven’t spent my career in the finance 
and banking industry, so I’m willing to listen to new ideas and consider alternatives to the 
current system. 

 
 

What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 
It is clear that we have the most upside-down tax code in the country. Working people and the middle 

class pay a far greater share in state and local taxes than big corporations and the wealthiest 
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households. Powerful special interests have spent decades carving loopholes and manipulating 
special tax breaks into our tax code. This is a critical issue for our seniors and all working 
people. 

 
We have to close the tax breaks and corporate loopholes costing hundreds of millions in revenue. In 

nearly all states, the wealthy pay taxes on investments such as stocks, bonds and investment 
properties, but in our state they do not. We could implement a capital gains tax that offered 
safeguards to our working families and retired people by exempting retirement accounts as well 
as the sale of homes and small businesses. 

 
My opponent was one of the loudest voices against raising taxes on the profits of large banks, a tax 

that could generate more than one billion dollars for our state in progressive revenue over the 
next decade. He’s also promoted extending the (recently repealed) Boeing tax breaks to every 
manufacturing company in the state. We need leadership willing to challenge our regressive tax 
system by taking the opposite stance. 

 
 

Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in 
terms of the effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 

I am a nurse and my husband is a respiratory therapist. We both see every day how our healthcare 
system is set up to maximize profits for health insurance companies, pharmaceutical 
companies, and for-profit hospital systems. Unfortunately, their profit comes at a steep cost for 
too many families in Washington and beyond who have to choose between paying rent or 
medical bills, food or prescriptions. 

 
This is not a well-functioning system and it’s not one that is optimized for ensuring healthy communities. 

Healthcare is a human right, and our State Legislature should prioritize making healthcare 
coverage universal, as well as expanding the accessibility of care everywhere in our state.  

 
As a proud WSNA member, I stood with nurses standing up for patient care at Providence hospitals 

across our state and I will continue to stand with health care workers and patients to ensure all 
Washingtonians have universal access to healthcare -- medical and behavioral health care.  

 
I am proud to have already earned the endorsements of the WA State Nurses Association, SEIU 1199, 

and UFCW21 -- who together represent health care workers across our state. They know me 
and know that I will bring the perspective of a nurse and mother, my relationships to healthcare 
workers across our state, and my commitment to universal health care for all Washingtonians to 
Olympia. 

 
 

What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social 
Security and Medicare? 
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I oppose any cuts to Social Security and Medicare – we need strong federal programs that protect 
seniors, people with disabilities, and others in need. I will add that while these are federal 
issues, I will bring the same approach to our work at the state level, working to protect services 
and programs that our community relies on and preventing jeopardization of retirement 
programs, pensions, or state supported healthcare. I would also like to see an expansion of 
medicaid on a state level to include all forms of reproductive health such as plan B and abortion.  

 
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian 
oversight of law enforcement? 
 

If I’m elected, I will work to ensure that police accountability activists have a seat at the table and that 
we’re seeking input from all stakeholders – not just the most powerful and best connected. 
Police should be working with their local municipalities and communities to build a safe, 
welcoming environment. In the Legislature, I will work to encourage those principles along with 
expanded accountability measures. 

 
 

How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 

I strongly believe that Americans and Washingtonians have a right to privacy – as confirmed in our 
constitution – and that the government must work to protect that right, not infringe on it. In the 
State Legislature, one area I think we need to think comprehensively about are modern threats 
to privacy, including online data privacy. We should strive to create innovative regulations that 
ensure Washingtonians data and security are not at risk of being stolen by bad actors or sold 
without appropriate consent and understanding. This will require real leadership willing to 
challenge large corporations, in this case tech companies, and put the priorities of 
Washingtonians first – something I’m committed to doing and a major reason I decided to run 
for office. 
 
General 

 
● Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 

 
Yes, I consider myself both a Democrat and a progressive. Beyond the fact that I am an active 
member of my local Democratic organization and have volunteered on a number of campaigns 
as well as raised and donated money to Democrats, I am also aligned with progressive values. 
As a nurse and a union member, I’ve put those values into action – working to provide 
healthcare, stand with and empower workers, and serve others. I believe in protecting 
healthcare, our environment, workers, women’s rights, and so much more, all key tenets of the 
progressive Democratic Party. 

 
● What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (  click link to 

view) do you disagree with? Why?  
 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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The link is not working, but I am committed to our party’s values and look forward to reading and 
supporting new platform elements developed this year. 

 
● If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first 

campaign, what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did 
you learn from those campaigns? 
 
This is my first run for office, As the Vice Chair of the Washington State Nurses Association 
PAC Board of trustees, I have worked to help promote candidates to elected office by talking to 
members, speaking at events and organizing. I have volunteered outside of my role of the 
WSNA PAC board for many local campaigns and have experience in canvasing, teaching 
others about canvasing, postcard writing, phone banking and general GOTV processes. I am 
also active with the 5th LD Democrats and am the acting PCO for the Mt Si precinct. 

 
● Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization 

offices? 
 
I am the acting PCO for the Mt Si precinct. 
 
 

● What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What 
proposals do you have for dealing with it? 
 
I am running for State Senate because we need and deserve leadership focused on our values 
and the issues facing our communities – that’s the most important motivator. Incumbent Senator 
Mark Mullet has time and again voted against the interests and needs of working people and 
our communities, siding with banks, business, and corporate special interests. Our 
representative shouldn’t be beholden to those groups – they should represent the people of the 
5th LD. 

 
I’m excited to bring the voice of a nurse and working mom to the Senate, and pledge to always 
put the needs of our families and communities first.  
 
Our Senator should be focused on bringing down the cost of healthcare, not taking contributions 
from giant insurance and pharmaceutical companies, and then voting against reform. In the 
legislature, Senator Mullet has voted to strip rest breaks for nurses (HB 1155, Amendment 724) 
and against the state’s biennial operating budget (HB 1109), making him the only Democrat to 
vote against $22 million in needed public health funding. I’ll bring the new ideas and the 
willpower needed to make healthcare more affordable, along with firsthand knowledge of how 
we can improve our approach to mental and behavioral health. 
 
I will also work closely with our teachers, parents, and students to ensure that every kid in our 
district and state is set up for success and not badmouth them in the press as Senator Mullet 
has done. 
 

https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/my-wife-is-a-teacher-but-i-disagree-with-the-teachers-union-on-pay/
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Unlike Senator Mullet, I will not take campaign contributions from corporations or corporate 
PACs because I believe that the outsized influence of corporations should be reduced in our 
elections and in the Legislature.  
 
It’s time for new leadership, new vision, a new direction to tackle the challenges we face. 

 
 

● Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing 
solutions? 

 
The importance of quality, affordable, and accessible mental health care often isn’t given enough 
attention until it is too late. Sound mental health is essential for physical health, housing, education, and 
most basic safety. We cannot have a healthy community without appropriately investing in our state’s 
mental health.  
 
While working for over a decade in the Emergency Department I would frequently see patients who 
were suicidal yet had nowhere to go other than the ER as there is commonly a 2-3 month wait to get 
into a psychiatric provider. I would also see a high correlation of people who would turn to alcohol and 
or drugs in an attempt to blunt the pain thus leading to potentiating issues such as substance abuse.  
 
Through that experience, I have seen how our failure to give mental health the attention, resources, 
and funding it requires at the local, county, state or federal level has left too many neighbors vulnerable 
and more susceptible to addiction, homelessness, poverty, and general instability.  
 
It is also one of the main reasons I got into this race. In his vote against the 2019-2021 biennium 
budget, Senator Mark Mullet voted against critical investments for mental health -- along with funding 
for K-12 special education, higher education, and the environment. Our neighbors and our state 
deserve better. 
 
 

● If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at 
winning? If not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections 
among local people who share progressive values? 

 
The 5th LD is a swing district that has elected both Democrats and Republicans to the State Legislature 

over the past decade. However, in 2018 both State Representatives elected were Democrats – 
showing the district may be becoming more Democratic, as all three legislative seats are now 
held by Democrats. 

 
I’ve called the Snoqualmie Valley region home for more than three decades and know my neighbors, 

our community, and the needs and priorities of this district well. Although we have to be 
innovative because of the COVID-19 crisis, I am committed to running a strong campaign with a 
robust field program and significant fundraising to ensure this seat remains blue. 

 


