
 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to 
the membership meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please 
refer to the questionnaire deadline and meeting date here: 
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/.  
 

● This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be 
considered. 

 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made 
to people running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility 
commissioners, etc. If you are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are 
asking questions about state-wide or national issues. The reason is that local 
officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and governors. Even if you have 
nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few years. We want 
to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great 
Society were good ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest 
organizing methods and apps. If you have reservations about answering any of these 
questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Denny Heck 
Position Sought: Lieutenant Governor  
Campaign Manager: Kelty Pierce 
Consultant: CD Strategic (Michael Charles and Michael Fertakis) 
Campaign Email: info@dennyheck.com 
Campaign Phone: 253-224-6641 
Website: dennyheck.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 235 Olympia, WA 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 

 
Yes.. I have “Fought for 15” and I believe in raising the minimum wage to that 
level in all states for all workers.  I cosponsored and voted for the Raise the 
Wage Act, which passed the House but sits untouched in the Senate.  The Raise 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/


 

the Wage Act would raise the federal minimum wage to $15 and it eliminates the 
“sub-minimum wage” for tipped employees, so that every worker in every 
industry will be guaranteed $15 per hour.  
Another aspect of the minimum-wage debate that I’ve worked very hard on is 
making sure that everyone who wants a job has one. A living-wage guarantee 
only works if there are jobs available. The US Government gave itself a mandate 
70 years ago to ensure full employment, but that has been almost entirely 
ignored for the last 40 years. The principal agency charged with the mandate is 
the Federal Reserve, and I have been pushing very hard for my whole time in 
Congress (through 3 Fed Chairs) for the Fed to take it more seriously.  That effort 
is finally bearing fruit, and I expect the Fed to announce changes in policy in the 
next few weeks to keep stimulating the economy until everybody has a job.  
The coronavirus pandemic has disproportionately negatively impacted minimum 
wage workers who are disproportionately People of Color across the country and 
here at home in Washington state. If we are serious about recovering from the 
pandemic, we need to start by creating an equitable economy and placing the 
needs of those most impacted first and foremost. Raising the minimum wage to 
$15 and ensuring everyone can find a job that pays at least that much is 
essential to that effort. . 
 

What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 
As a former Union Rep myself, this is an issue that is near and dear to my heart. 
The union movement has been instrumental not only in helping union members 
rise out of the working class into stable middle-class prosperity, but also in 
helping other Americans through fighting for laws that guarantee minimum 
wages, 40-hour work weeks, affordable health insurance, and disability benefits. 
But over the last several decades, the deck has been stacked higher and higher 
against unions  There needs to be a wholesale overhaul of labor law at the 
federal law to create balance and strengthen the ability of unions to organize. 
That is why I am a proud sponsor of the PRO (Protecting the Right to Organize) 
Act. That is also why I was a proud sponsor of the Card Check legislation 
proposed earlier. Labor law currently tilts way to the favor of management. At the 
state level, we should seek and support all efforts to strengthen the aspiration of 
those who seek to organize and bargain collectively.  

 
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students 
and teachers are evaluated? 



 

 
Public education has always been very important to me.  I was the author of the 
original Basic Education Act, and I ran for Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
That interest eventually led to a book about the future of education I wrote about 
30 years ago. It was based on more than 100 interviews with people involved in 
schools in every capacity. I asked one person, "What does it take to be a good 
teacher?" They said: "A good teacher is someone who loves the kids, loves the 
subject matter, and loves the act of teaching." I have never forgotten it. And 
nowhere in there is a mention of testing. When I think back to all the great 
teachers I had -- and I had plenty -- none of it had anything to do with testing. We 
got carried way overboard on the testing craze. I strongly support reducing the 
number of standardized tests, and allowing localized methods of assessing 
learning.  

 
What is your opinion of charter schools? 
 

I oppose any and all efforts to expand Washington’s charter schools and school 
voucher programs, and believe that public money should be used for public 
institutions. Too often these programs have been used as a means to serve the 
advantaged at the expense of the rest of society. If we lived up to Article IX to 
make "ample" provision of education for "all" children, I doubt there would be 
much of this kind of thing. I am also very proud to tell you that I am the only 
candidate in this race who has not accepted any money from charter school 
groups. 

 
 
Environment  
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of 
natural resources? 
 

The installed capacity generation for wind and solar electricity generation is 
surging right now, and in many cases it is already cheaper than fossil fuel 
sources.  In Washington and in the vast majority of the country, I believe these 
are the best options for transitioning to renewable sources, and we should 
aggressively encourage deployment of wind and solar.  However, those sources 
are variables and energy storage is currently both expensive and pretty 
environmentally harmful, so the best way to maximize use of renewables is to 



 

replace baseload power plants (often burning coal) with a combination of 
renewables and use of existing on-demand natural gas plants. Natural gas is a 
fossil fuel and a significant contributor to global warming, so its use must be 
phased out in order to dramatically reduce emissions and prevent a climate 
catastrophe, but I also believe it is likely essential to allow us to roll out solar and 
wind generation as quickly as possible. As part of this, we should ensure that the 
natural gas is produced in the least harmful manner, including enforcing the 
Obama Administration’s rule on methane emissions, and that the infrastructure is 
built in a manner that will allow biogas to replace natural gas as the fuel source 
as biogas capacity expands.  We should streamline permitting of solar and wind 
farms, invest in high-voltage electricity transmission capacity, and push practices 
like net metering that encourage Washingtonians to install solar and wind 
generation on their homes and properties.  
 
I also believe that this aggressive push for investment in green energy and 
renewables must be paired with other policies. We can lower carbon output more 
quickly by making carbon pollution more expensive (carbon fee). We should use 
those revenues to invest in green energy infrastructure. But we should also use 
revenues to help displaced workers make a transition to good jobs of the future, 
a transition that safeguards their compensation and health care. (As you will 
recall, the failure to do this is the primary reason why I opposed fast tracking 
TPP.).  

 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy 
production? What types of renewable energy do you favor most? 
 

I mostly answered this in response ot the previous question.  I support any 
renewable energy that  can be cost-competitiive with existing energy sources 
because money is so tight in the state and household budgets, but we can’t 
afford to wait until this recession is over before going big on green energy and 
infrastructure.  The efficiency improvements in generating efficiency for solar and 
wind are perhaps the most important technological breakthroughs of this century. 
Much of the growth of the last quarter of the 20th Century was powered by 
“Moore’s Law” where the computing power of processor chips grew 
exponentially.  It now appears that solar panel efficiency may be following its own 
sort of “Moore’s Law” and that, combined with the renewed climate activism in 
America, gives me real hope that we can successfully navigate the climate crisis 
and eventually reverse global warming.  Washington, especially East of the 
Cascades, has far more natural potential capacity for solar and wind power than 



 

all of our hydroelectric dams put together. That is how great our opportunity is 
here.  

 

Finance/Taxation 
 
What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 

 
I support the creation of a Washington State Bank. My attitude with respect to 
banking has always been “let a thousand flowers bloom” including banks, credit 
unions, community-development financial institutions and, if possible, a state 
bank.  
 
My context for a state bank comes principally from my time in Congress working 
on the problem of how to get banking services for Washington’s marijuana 
businesses.  Since marijuana is illegal under federal law and handling the 
proceeds of marijuana sales is technically money laundering, most banks refused 
to serve marijuana businesses, and these stores had to operate exclusively in 
cash, which repeatedly made them a target for robberies.  The easiest way to 
solve this problem would have been to have a state agency bank not subject to 
federal law (regular banks are required to be insured by the FDIC, which makes 
them subject to federal law, but deposits at a state agency bank can be backed 
by the state government instead).  I spent a significant amount of time working 
with members from other early-legalization states trying to figure out how to set 
up state public banks.  Several states explored the necessary steps – California’s 
work was the most advanced – but it appeared it would cost hundreds of millions 
of dollars up front, and nobody was willing to divert that much money from other 
priorities.  
 
If we can solve the cost and operational problems, a state public bank could 
allow Washington to address the lingering problems with marijuana banking (we 
have made significant progress through promises from regulators not to penalize 
or prosecute banks for serving these businesses, their employees or the 
governments that collect tax revenue from them) in addition to potentially 
improving banking access for the unbanked and underbanked, perhaps reducing 
financing costs for municipality and offering low-cost loans to help 
Washingtonians cover emergency expenses.  I would gladly support this.  



 

 
What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 

I plan on pursuing progressive taxation, including taxes on income and capital 
gains. Higher income people need to pay more of their fair share. Washington’s 
tax structure is arguably the most regressive in the nation and there is also no 
doubt (although it is a separate question) that it will be woefully inadequate to 
meet the needs of our state going forward.  
 
 I have a long history of supporting a state income tax. While I served in the state 
legislature, I was prime sponsor of an amendment to the constitution to adopt an 
income tax (and I have the scars to prove it). Also, while serving as Chief of Staff 
to Governor Gardner, our administration introduced an income tax and pushed 
hard for it. However, we must act immediately to fill the budget hole and won’t 
have time to wait for adoption of an amendment to allow an income tax, so I 
believe we must look toward other taxes to raise significant revenue in a 
progressive manner.  Foremost among these is a capital gains tax, and I will 
push strongly for its adoption.  
 
This shortfall will only get more severe with the budget shortfalls as a result of the 
coronavirus pandemic, and the legislature must be prepared to raise new tax 
revenue to fill the hole. This  is going to be a particularly important question in the 
2021 session with the budget challenges it will face. My commitment to fairer 
taxation goes way back to my days in the legislature when I was the prime 
sponsor of a constitutional amendment to create an income tax. 
 
I will also point out that my opponent in this race has not sponsored or 
cosponsored any legislation that was introduced in the Senate that would actually 
establish a state income tax or capital gains tax, and in fact both SB 5314 and 
SB 5961 both died in the Ways and Means Committee, on which my opponent 
served.  

 
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in 
terms of the effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 



 

Health care is one of the basic needs of life. Every wealthy nation has the means 
to ensure that all of their citizens have access to affordable health care, but 
America alone fails to ensure that everyone actually receives this. It’s a tragedy 
and a moral outrage. But it’s one we can end whenever we choose. Washington 
has the tools to ensure that everyone within its borders can afford to seek care 
whenever they need to. I am unequivocally in support of healthcare for all and 
support any measure that will expeditiously move us in that direction. 
 
I am concerned foremost with the needs of local citizens.  We didn’t need the 
pandemic to remind us of the critical importance of health insurance or the 
injustice of the disparities between the populations that have it and those who 
lack it.  But it does make me hopeful that this crisis may allow us to move past 
the tired fights over the ACA toward a new wider recognition of the importance of 
getting everyone protected from financial catastrophe as a result of any injury or 
illness they may suffer. 
 
Minorities in urban centers and seniors in nursing homes have borne the brunt of 
death and suffering from coronavirus, but one of the biggest financial impacts 
from the disease has been rural hospitals.  Rural hospitals have been pushed to 
the brink of collapse, and the need to save them (and we absolutely must) should 
create an opening for single-payer health insurance.  Rural hospitals are already 
heavily dependent on Medicare for survival, and putting their uninsured patients 
on Medicare or Apple Health would likely provide them the financial certainty they 
need to survive.  I believe that there is an opportunity to build a coalition to make 
this broadly supported.  
 
The greatest challenge of providing high-quality insurance to the uninsured and 
underinsured has been finding the money to pay for it.  In many ways, the 
pandemic makes that challenge more acute both because of the damage it has 
done to the overall budget and because of the shortfall it has revealed in our 
spending on basic public health infrastructure that should be our very first priority 
in health care. I believe there are several ways we should approach this: we 
should continue to push ahead on the public option; we should pass legislation 
restricting surprise billing, which is a significant factor pushing up health care 
spending, and we should integrate health care provision more closely with 
schools and housing, which would allow us to tap into federal education and 
public housing funds to help extend health care to all Washingtonians.  
  

 



 

What policies do you oppose and what policies would you promote with respect to 
Social Security and Medicare? 
 

Social Security and Medicare are two of the most important, progressive safety 
net programs in the federal government because they are great sustainers of the 
American middle class. With respect to Social Security, I have worked with my 
colleagues in Congress to both make benefits more generous and to do it ina 
way that strengthens the trust fund so that it remains solvent for future 
generations. I’m a proud cosponsor and ardent supporter of the Social Security 
2100 Act, as well as the Social Security COVID-19 Correction and Equity Act. In 
this current crisis, I am deeply concerned by the President’s obsession with a 
payroll tax break because of how it would drain money from the Social Security 
and Medicare trust funds. Instead, Congress must focus on ways to target aid to 
those suffering in  this current crisis without weakening the solvency of these 
core programs.  
 
With respect to Medicare, I’m committed to strengthen and improve the program 
for its more than 55 million beneficiaries. I’ve cosponsored the Seniors Have 
Eyes, Ears, and Teeth Act to expand Medicare’s coverage to include dental, 
vision, and hearing benefits. I’ve advocated for common sense policies to bring 
down the costs of Medicare prescription drugs and proudly supported the Lower 
Drug Costs Now Act when it passed the House last year. I’m also a supporter of 
the Affordable Care Act, which included important initiatives to improve care of 
Medicare patients and close the Medicare’s prescription drug coverage gap (the 
so-called “donut hole”). It is unconscionable that as we face a vicious virus and 
economic downturn, the Trump Administration is arguing in court that the 
Affordable Care Act--including its hundreds of billions of dollars in Medicare 
reforms--should be dismantled. I’ve joined with my House colleagues to push 
back on this wrong-headed legal argument, and I will continue to engage in 
discussions about how we can build upon the Affordable Care Act in order to 
reach the long-held Democratic goal of universal coverage.  
 

 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian 
oversight of law enforcement? 

 



 

Our criminal justice system incarcerates the highest percentage of people in the 
world and vastly over incarcerates people of color. No one can argue with these 
facts. We need a cultural change. We need to change sentencing laws and 
practices. And we need not just to reform, but to transform law enforcement. I am 
a proud original co-sponsor of the Justice in Policing Act, which has been called 
the most sweeping legislation of its kind in history. 

 
How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 

Three and a half years ago, Nancy Pelosi appointed me to the House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence. In addition to the Russia investigation, one of 
the most important issues the committee has addressed in my time has been 
whether and how to reauthorize portions of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act (FISA), which allows spying in some circumstances on Americans abroad 
and those communicating with foreigners in the United States 
 
I have spent hours working closely with privacy advocates like the Center for 
Democracy and Technology, New America, the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU), and Demand Progress to push hard for better civil liberties protections in 
this reauthorization.  I secured some improvements but I ultimately voted against 
many members of my party on the 2017 legislation to reauthorize FISA because I 
felt it fell short of protecting Americans’ right to privacy.  
 
While I believe we must continue to ensure our law-enforcement and intelligence 
agencies have the tools they need to thwart terrorist attacks, these powers have 
also been abused, and I strongly believe we must continue to reform these laws 
in ways that strengthen privacy protections, and increase transparency and 
information-sharing with the public. I have fought to do so in my capacity as a 
member of the Intel Committee, and experience and the relationships I formed 
would serve me well in continuing to protect American’s right to privacy in 
Washington 

. 
 
General 

● Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? 
Why? 



 

I am a proud Democrat. I believe in Democratic Party values. I have been a 
Democrat my entire life from the time I organized the Teen Democrat Club in my 
junior high, through years of involvement in Young Democrats and then 
throughout my adult life both serving in office as an elected Democrat and 
working to elect more Democrats (In Olympia, I served as Chair of the State 
House Democrats campaign committee three times, and in Washington DC, I 
served two terms as national chair of the Candidate Recruitment Committee and 
co-chair of the Red to Blue Committee). 

In that time, I’ve met all different types of Democrats focused on all manner of 
issues, but I think there are three values I believe in that I’ve found are shared by 
almost all Democrats. We believe in equality for all; we pursue justice; and we 
strive to be rational and deal with the world as it is rather than as we might wish it 
to be.  We support fact-based public policies that equalize opportunity by 
ensuring everyone has access to life’s essentials – universal healthcare, 
universal public education, affordable housing for all.  In the courts and in the 
legislatures, we fight for laws that recognize the same rights in everyone and 
reforming criminal justice and law enforcement until they reflect that right to 
“equal justice under law.” We look to science and experts to describe the threats 
that face our country—from global warming to opioids to hostile nations to 
pandemic disease—and we try to follow the same expertise in devising the 
solutions. I have tried to live out these values in every position of public trust that 
I’ve held.  

 
What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link 
to view) do you disagree with? Why?  

I stand proudly with the Washington State Democratic Party Platform.  

● If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your 
first campaign, what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated 
in? What did you learn from those campaigns? 

I was elected to five terms in the Washington State House, where I served as 
Majority Leader.  I ran unsuccessful campaigns for Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and for the 3rd Congressional District and I have served four terms in 
the US Congress for our state’s 10th district.  In those campaigns I learned the 
importance of working hard, surrounding myself with people smarter than me, 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%2520State%2520Democrats%2520-%2520Platform%2520-%2520180616.pdf
https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%2520State%2520Democrats%2520-%2520Platform%2520-%2520180616.pdf


 

talking directly with voters, and continually working to connect with all parts of the 
Democratic coalition.  

 

● Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic 
organization offices? 

Yes.  

● What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What 
proposals do you have for dealing with it? 
There is only one reason to run for office at any level and that is to make a 
difference. I choose to make a difference in public service (when the voters are 
willing) because I have a passion for public service. For this office, my public 
service experience counts.  With Lt Governor, the first question always has to be: 
is this person ready to be governor if necessary? I am.  

As a state, we are going to need significant economic development for some time 
to dig ourselves out of the COVID hole, and we need as many voices as possible 
at the table who have experience in how best to do that. Indeed, we have an 
opportunity here to rebuild our economy in a fairer way and a more sustainable 
way. This starts with the state’s budget. We cannot underestimate the budget 
hole that the COVID recession is presenting to the state government or the 
difficulty of the choices the state will face next year in closing that hole. I’ve been 
through too many recessions and I know the wrong way to respond is to think we 
can cut our way to prosperity. We must maintain services especially at a time like 
this. I will be a voice for that. 

 

● Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to 
implementing solutions? 

Three issues that I don’t think are getting enough action are 1) income inequality, 
2) climate change, and 3) storm water pollution of the Puget Sound and other 
bodies of water. We must finally do something about climate change, the 
existential threat of our time, and work to create stronger environmental 
protection in our state. I put my money where my mouth is on this issue. I was 
one of the first elected officials in the state to endorse I-1631 the carbon 
emissions ballot proposition. I was one of the first members of the US House to 



 

co-sponsor HR 763, the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act. Derek 
Kilmer and I co-founded the Puget Sound Recovery Caucus and have worked 
tirelessly to increase funding for it ever since we arrived in Washington, DC. We 
also need to reverse the growing income inequality in our nation. One of the 
areas within this that I am particularly interested in is housing. Housing is the 
single largest increase in household budgets in the last 15 years. When we 
rebuild our economy now, we must take advantage of the opportunity to do this 
better and provide for more broadly shared prosperity. The Lieutenant Governor 
has the unique opportunity to use their bully pulpit to define the problem and 
provide real intellectual thought leadership on solutions. There is gravitas to the 
office that can and should be used to solve problems.  

 
 

● If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable 
chance at winning? If not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build 
ongoing connections among local people who share progressive values? 

Not applicable.  Washington is a blue state.  


