
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name:   Frank Chopp 
Position Sought:   State Representative, 43rd LD, Position 2 
Campaign Manager:  Avi Shapiro 
Consultant:    Christian Sinderman, Jamie Housen, and others 
Campaign Email:   info@frankchopp.com  frankchopp@comcast.net  
Campaign Phone:   206-612-7071 (Frank’s cell phone) 
Website:    www.frankchopp.com  
Campaign Address:   4209 Sunnyside Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98103 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus?   Yes!! 
 
Labor 
 

Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 
 

Yes! In fact, I served as a leader in state-wide initiatives to raise the minimum wage and to link it 
to the cost-of-living.  
 
Before I was a State Representative, I served as the Executive Director of a non-profit anti-
poverty organization, where one of the minimum wage initiatives was officially launched at our 
food bank -- since no worker should have to rely on a food bank to make ends meet.   
 
As Speaker of the House, I helped lead the passage of legislation through the House to 
significantly raise the minimum wage (the Republican-controlled Senate killed the measure).  
That proposal formed the basis of the most recent state-wide initiative (I-1433) which raised the 
minimum wage to among the highest in the nation. 
 
Working with a coalition of labor unions and community organizations, I was also a very early 
endorser of the $15/hour minimum wage movement, which started in the city of SeaTac in King 
County. 

 

What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 

 

I come from a strong union family. It’s in my blood. When they were young, my parents met on 
the picket lines at the coal mines in Roslyn, Washington, when my Dad was a coal miner on 
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strike for better wages and working conditions (he started working at age 12). Many years later, 
my Dad got a good union job as a shipyard electrician in the Bremerton Navy Yard. He was a 
proud member of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers for 55 years. My Mom was 
a school cafeteria worker and a union member for many years.  As my parents taught me, the 
best way up and out of poverty was to join a union! 

 
As a community organizer and Executive Director at the non-profit Fremont Public Association 
(FPA, now Solid Ground), I directly initiated and organized three union bargaining units for: 

• home care workers (OPEIU then to SEIU) 

• para-transit drivers (ATU) 

• office and professional workers (OPEIU). 
Our slogan at the FPA, was Freedom from Poverty through Action.   
 
As Speaker of the House in Washington state, I enacted many laws to authorize and promote 
labor unions and collective bargaining rights for: 

• state employees  

• medical translators  

• home care workers  

• child care workers 

• UW teaching and research assistants 

• And others. 
 
My legislative record in support of labor unions is unparalleled.  As Speaker, I enacted many 
laws in support of labor unions, from prevailing wages to project labor agreements, from worker 
safety to unemployment insurance improvements.   
 
And I defended many labor laws from being gutted by the Republicans who controlled the State 
Senate for 7 out of the previous 9 years and by previous Governors who sought to screw labor.  
I stopped an attempt to gut Workers Compensation for workers injured on the job, and I 
reversed a significant cut in unemployment insurance benefits. 
 
As a result, I am endorsed by the Washington State Labor Council, SEIU 775, SEIU 1199NW, 
UFCW 21. UAW 4121, ATU 587, AFT, Seattle Education Association (WEA PAC), and many 
other labor unions. 
 
And by the way, I am a long-time Associate Member of OPEIU, Local 8. 

 

Education 
 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 

I strongly oppose high stakes testing in our public schools.  It is a wrong-headed punitive idea 
that can harm students in many ways for years. 
 
Testing and evaluations should only be used to help students and teachers identify areas for 
improvement in a positive, constructive manner.  
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What is your opinion of charter schools? 
 

My legislative district strongly opposes charter schools, and I agree. One of the many concerns 
is that charter schools could drain funding away from local public school districts. 
 
I’m very proud of my legislative record raising billions of dollars in new funding for our public 
schools, fully funding basic education to satisfy the McCleary lawsuit decision. I also helped to 
pass new funding for special education for students with disabilities and more equitably 
distribute funding to lower-income schools. 
 
Instead of charter schools, we should increase funding and encourage innovation in our public 
schools. As we face unprecedented challenges as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, we need 
to be investing in solutions for all our students, not the few who enroll in a charter school.  
 
For example, I believe the state, including the Office of the Superintendent, should give all 
students the tools they need for online learning, including free laptops and internet service. We 
must also improve broadband internet access, especially in Native American reservations that 
currently lack reliable internet connections. This can be accomplished through a re-definition in 
state law of “basic education” – or of “universal utility service.” Right now, basic telephone 
service is guaranteed across the board. Universal utility service should include the internet and 
the equipment needed to access it, for all schools and students learning remotely across 
Washington state. The costs would then be spread among all rate-payers to cover the costs of 
universal service.  
 
I support the Office of the Superintendent’s Language Access Taskforce’s recommendations to 
ensure all our students receive a high-quality education, and I will work with colleagues on the 
Education and Appropriations Committees to fund additional support for ESL and special-
education students. 

On balance, charter schools do not advance equitable access to high quality education. 
Charters help a small number of students and often cut costs by hiring non-union teachers and 
staff in many cases. I’m eager to work with our teachers and school employees, communities of 
color, parents, and progressive state leaders to protect and expand public school funding. 
 

 

Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? 
 

As Speaker of the House, I helped provide the leadership to enact the 100% Clean Electricity 
legislation in 2019, an historic, nation-leading advance in promoting clean energy and 
eliminating carbon-pollution in the generation of electrical energy in our state.   
 
The legislation mandates a 100% Clean Energy Standard, phasing out greenhouse gas 
emissions, and provides financial incentives to develop alternative renewable energy sources.  
At the same time, it requires a major increase in funding of financial energy assistance for low-
income households.  
 
I strongly oppose privatization of natural resources and public lands.  In the legislature as 
Speaker, I helped kill various schemes being proposed by Republicans.  Democrats in the 
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House must stand firm and be ever vigilant against privatization in all areas including natural 
resources, real estate developments, public lands, public services, and more. We must educate 
ourselves and serve as watchdogs for the public interest when private, for-profit proposals are 
made that are often cloaked in nice-sounding rhetoric, but are in fact a rip-off of the public 
purse. 

 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types 
of renewable energy do you favor most?  
 

I’m confident that the 100% Clean Electricity Mandate, with its mandated targets and 
timelines, as well as its financial incentives will prompt major investments in renewable power. 
I favor solar and wind power generating clean electricity.  The future is electric! 
 
These “alternative” sources must be significant in scope, but at the same time attentive to our 
local communities, especially Native communities which have been steadfast protectors of our 
environment.  

 
As we recover from the pandemic, we must invest in a just transition that not only rapidly 
decarbonizes our state, but also lifts up marginalized communities and addresses long 
running inequities. The effects of climate change are the hardest on marginalized and low-
income communities, which already suffer from decades of under-investment in infrastructure, 
healthcare, and housing. Likewise, a “business as usual” transition away from fossil fuels that 
does not advance economic and racial justice will simply entrench the injustices we are facing 
today. 
 
I support helping low-income communities by banning home energy shut-offs year-round and 
establishing improvements in utility programs to get financial assistance to pay bills, and other 
similar assistance to the poor. 
 
When we enacted the 100% Clean Electricity Mandate, we assembled a coalition that I call 
“Green Power – Blue Collar” because it included environmentalists and climate action groups, 
organized labor and frontline communities. We must have a “just transition” that both reduces 
carbon pollution and ensures the creation of tens of thousands of new union jobs in the clean 
energy economy. On a personal note, this direction towards electrification pleases me a lot, 
since my Dad was a union electrician for 40 years! 
 
Together, we not only put Washington on one of the fastest paths to 100% decarbonized 
electricity in the country, but we also required utilities to pay for “energy assistance” funds for 
low income households. This money can be used to reduce utility bills, pay for weatherization of 
people’s homes, or cover the cost to install solar panels on people’s rooftops.  

 
There’s a lot more work to do to get Washington to a zero-carbon future. We must enact the 
Clean Fuel Standard and protect and expand funding for public transit to reduce transportation 
emissions. With my leadership as Speaker of the House, I worked with Representative Joe 
Fitzgibbon and pushed the Clean Fuel Standard through the House, only to have it die in the 
Senate. We must continue to fight for the Standard next legislative session.  
 
And since one-half of the carbon pollution comes from the transportation sector, we need to 
pass laws mandating a transition away from fossil fuels in cars, trucks, and buses, and towards 
electrification of vehicles. 
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We need to help renters and home-owners transition away from fossil fuels in their homes, by 
electrifying home heating and cooking. And we need to carry out local Green New Deal 
programs that pair climate action with investments in affordable, rent-restricted social housing; 
expanded access to health care and behavioral health services; and the creation of thousands 
of good paying union jobs. 

 
Finance/Taxation 

 

What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 

 

I support the effort to create a state bank, and I have been working with Senator Bob Hasegawa to 
advance the notion. 
 
As part of that effort, I have proposed a state-subsidized, non-profit public bank to provide low-
interest student loans, since the burden of student loan debt is massive and onerous on students 
and their future livelihoods. 
 
Once established, this public bank could be used to finance many important priorities, including: 

- Grants or low-interest loans to electrify people’s homes and transition away from gas stoves 
and water heaters 

- Financing for minority and women-owned businesses, which have been discriminated 
against by commercial banks 

- Low-interest loans for non-profits organizations who provide crucial community services 
- Financing for community health clinics in areas of great need, especially Black, Latino and 

tribal communities 
- And other public purposes. 

 
If you have other ideas, please let me know! 

 

What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 

Our regressive tax system must be overhauled. As we fight back against austerity budget cuts, I 
am committed to introducing, sponsoring, and organizing support for new progressive revenue. 
Washington’s upside-down tax code amplifies social and economic inequities. Households with 
the lowest incomes pay the highest percentage in state and local taxes.  
 
To advance equity, opportunity, and economic recovery in Washington state, we must first 
clearly identify the investments we need to make in critical public services, and then show how 
we can pay for it with progressive revenue. 
 
Years ago, I started the Economic Opportunity Institute (EOI) to actively research and advocate 
for progressive policies, including a state income tax and other sources. EOI has had many 
successes including Paid Family and Medical Leave, a very progressive program that is the 
best in the nation.  In 2010, EOI sponsored a state-wide Initiative for a progressive income tax, 
which unfortunately was defeated by the voters by 2 to 1. Despite that setback, we need to keep 
pushing for more progressive revenue. 
 
With my leadership as House Speaker, the House Democratic Caucus enacted many 
progressive revenue sources, to fund key public services.  A few examples: 

• Workforce Education Investment Act, including an entitlement for Free College and 
University Tuition for all low-income students and reduced tuition for the middle class, 
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including undocumented students. A very large percentage of these students are people of 
color. My leadership ensured that it was funded by a progressive tax on larger professional 
service corporations, including Amazon and Microsoft, to bring in $1 billion over four years 
to start. It is the best student financial package in the nation.  It will help transform our 
society towards social, racial, and economic justice for years to come. 

• Model Toxics Control Act, greatly expanding the clean-up of toxic sites, funded by additional 
taxes on oil companies. 

• Education Legacy Trust Fund, funded by a tax on the estates of wealthy people to increase 
funding for education, which brought in $400 million this year alone. 

• Paid Family and Medical Leave, an important component of the social safety net, funded by 
insurance premiums paid by business and employees.  It has been hailed as the best of its 
kind in the nation. 

• Home Security Fund, providing direct support for homeless people, funded by a document 
recording fee on real estate transactions. 

• Tax surcharges on major banks and other large corporations to support the state General 
Fund for various state services. 

• And other examples. 
 
Looking ahead, I have proposed a Public Priorities and Progressive Revenues plan: 

 
I.  Health Equity and Recovery Trust -- the HEART Plan 
 
Urgent public need 
 
With remarkable speed, the coronavirus pandemic wreaked havoc on personal and public health and 

crashed the economy. This unprecedented health and economic crisis caused mass unemployment, 

intensified underlying social and racial inequities, exposed the underfunding of public health, and 

devastated our state budgets.  

 

Without significant state funding for foundational public health, investment in the survival of our 

community agencies, and the prevention of austerity budget cuts, our economic recovery will be 

prolonged. Our public-health system and frontline workforce may not be prepared for a re-emergence of 

coronavirus or the next public-health emergency that arises. This crisis affects our entire state and the 

investments we make should be extended to all residents in need across Washington, centering those 

most impacted by the virus (Black, Indigenous, Latinx and Pacific Islanders). 

 

Community investments 
 
RESPOND TO THE PANDEMIC 
• Foundational public health, including frontline workforce 

• Personal Protective Equipment produced and warehoused in Washington state to end our reliance on 

haphazard supply lines  

• Community-based, culturally-relevant community health workers and specialized case workers to 

assist families, people who are unhoused and other priority populations, particularly Black, 

Indigenous and People of Color 

• Free testing and contact tracing for the virus 
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• Preventive care, including health education and culturally relevant communications to priority 

populations. 

 

INVEST IN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES AND TREATMENT   
• Expanded treatment for people with, or at risk of behavioral health illnesses; preserve available 

“psych beds” 

• A variety of facilities, including the Behavioral Health Institute, a new Behavioral Health Teaching 

Hospital (to move patients out of Western State Hospital) and other local programs, to improve 

access and treatment 

• Thousands of new units of supportive housing with treatment services, to provide long-term housing 

for the chronically homeless  

• Preventive care such as free mental health first aid, school mental health counselors, youth 

programming, restorative justice organizations, and geriatric mental health therapists 

• Drug court funding to address criminal behavior caused by substance use disorders 

• Expanded first responders capacity and trauma informed care training for first responders 

• Increased support to 211 and crisis lines, including those for suicide prevention, poison control, 

domestic violence and sexual assault. 

 
SUPPORT COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE ACROSS WASHINGTON 
• Community health clinics, rural hospitals, regional trauma centers, and local emergency services 

• Family planning and health care services 

• Outreach services, community health workers, home visiting, medical interpreters, cultural navigators 

• Dental care and maternity care for people on Medicaid 

• Essential services and residential care for people with developmental disabilities. 

 

A fair share contribution 
 
Washington’s upside-down tax code amplifies inequities. Households with the lowest incomes pay the 

highest percentage in state and local taxes. To fund the community health investments and advance 

equity, opportunity, and economic recovery in Washington state, it is time to establish a Fair Share 

Contribution tax on large corporations to produce $500 million per year, in a dedicated account, to meet 

our common health challenges. 

 

Establishing a Fair Share Contribution tax on large corporations:  

• Tier one: a 5% corporate contribution tax on per employee compensation exceeding half a million 

dollars 

• Tier two: a 10% corporate contribution on per employee compensation exceeding ten million dollars. 

 

II.  Social Security for Child Care and Early Learning 
 

Affordable and accessible child care and early learning is critical for working families and is key strategy 

to reduce the opportunity gap. The Coronavirus pandemic has created an enormous challenge for child 

care and early learning programs.  Many are in danger of financial collapse. A coalition of organizations 

and advocates are proposing significant state investments to stabilize, expand, and improve child care 

and early learning in Washington state.  
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Investments 
 
• Making child care more affordable for low-income and middle class families by expanding the 

Working Connections Child Care program 

• Ensuring every low-income three- and four- year olds across our state has access to our state’s Pre-

Kindergarten program, Early Childhood Education Assistance Program (ECEAP) 

• Expanding access to after-school care and programs 

• Providing a living wage, health care benefits and accessible professional development to child care 

providers 

• Making capital dollars available to expand and build new child care and early learning classrooms. 

 

Expanding our concept of social security 

 
To fund these investments, we should build on the concept of social security and our state’s Paid Family 

and Medical Leave program, with a more progressive premium payment structure, to raise over $1 billion 

per year for this very important priority.  

 

In the best of times, access to child care and early learning is a critical strategy to reduce the opportunity 

gap, provide early interventions to reduce special needs and ensure all children enter kindergarten ready 

to learn.  With the current economic struggles form COVID-19, child care is essential to assist with our 

economic recovery, support working families, businesses and the economy, and provide care for youth 

especially as K-12 schools have uncertain re-opening schedules. 

 
 
III.  Working Capital for Working Families 
 
Investments 
 
• Workforce Education to provide associate degrees, certificates, apprenticeships, and student support 

services in community colleges across the state. 

• Workforce Housing to provide substantial capital for acquisition and construction of housing 

affordable for lower-wage workers, located close to public transit lines as transit-oriented 

development. 

• Working Families Tax Credit to give cash back to low-income people who currently pay a much larger 

percentage of their income than wealthy people. 

• Washington Worker Relief Fund to be administered by community-based organizations to provide 

economic assistance to undocumented Washingtonians 

• Financial aid for students through the Washington College Grant, low-interest student loans, and 

other programs. 

 
A capital gains tax 
 
These investments should be funded by a capital gains sales tax on extraordinary profits, to raise $500 

million per year.  This will provide critical public purposes and bring much more fairness to our tax system. 
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Summary of Public Priorities & Progressive Revenues Proposals 
 
This Public Priorities and Progressive Revenues proposal would produce $2 billion per year in new 

progressive revenue to respond to health and economic community needs.  It would avoid our state 

having to go back to the austerity budget cuts of the Great Recession.  With these proposals, those with 

higher incomes will pay a fairer share.  These funds will be invested in our highest priority community 

needs to address longstanding impacts of racism and social inequities.   

The result will be a better future for us all.  

 

 
Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 

I strongly support universal, single payer healthcare.  
 
As a community organizer and later director of a large non-profit social service provider, I saw 
firsthand how devastating a lack of affordable healthcare can be. When I operated a variety of 
social service programs, I met countless people who had lost their homes as a result of 
unexpected medical bills. I launched a program to provide home health care to older people and 
those with disabilities including people living with HIV/AIDS. 
 
As Speaker, I fought to address these injustices and dramatically expand access to healthcare. I 
initiated and enacted Apple Health for All Kids, free, single-payer healthcare for half the young 
people in our state.  And I enacted the expansion of Medicaid as part of “Obamacare” including 
free dental care for low-income people. 
 
Last year, I helped enact the nation’s first state-based public option (Cascade Care), which will 
reduce the cost of health insurance.  
 
These major victories brought healthcare within reach to hundreds of thousands of working 
families and individuals across our state. 
 
In this current environment, many legislators are calling for austerity budget cuts. This approach 
would only prolong the economic crisis. We need to be investing in our people, not cutting 
essential healthcare programs. That’s why I’ve released a major Progressive Revenues plan 
including the HEART plan (see above). I will also seek to expand Apple Health to include more 
young people up to age 26. 
 
Going forward, I will build off of the real progress I’ve made in expanding free, single payer 
healthcare, with an emphasis on addressing the needs of Black, Latinx, Native, and Immigrant 
communities. I’m eager to work with tribal leaders and advocates from communities of color, 
identify their priorities, and advance their preferred solutions in the legislature. 
 
An example of this type of work is my leading role in enacting the Workforce Education 
Investment Act and the Dream Act, working with student activists and leaders in the 
undocumented immigrant community. We successfully passed free and reduced college and 
university tuition for 120,000 students every year, of which about 43% are students of color. I 
listened to the community, wrote policy with community leaders to address barriers to higher 
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education, and passed the nation’s best free tuition bill (and one of the few that makes 
undocumented students eligible for state aid). 
 
I will continue to bring my community organizer’s spirit, high energy, and creative ideas to the 
fight for universal healthcare. 

 

 

What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? 

 

I have provided leadership to oppose cuts to state Medicaid programs and promote landmark 
expansions of the concept of social security. 
 
I led the fight to vastly expand and unionize the Medicaid Home Care program for the elderly 
and people with disabilities, working closely with labor unions. I also led the legislation action to 
authorize the general Medicaid expansion, including greatly expanding the Adult Dental 
program. 
 
In 2019, I helped enact the Long Term Care Trust Fund, the nation’s first state social insurance 
program for long term care. The program will fund home care, transportation to doctor’s offices, 
and food assistance for elderly and disabled folks, relieving the burden on their families to fund 
expensive care and allowing our seniors to age at home. I’m currently working to implement the 
fund to ensure people have access to its benefits as soon as possible. 
 
For some time now, I am providing legislative leadership to transform behavioral health care, 
specifically the new Behavioral Health Teaching Hospital at the University of Washington and 
the Behavioral Health Institute at Harborview Medical Center. 
 
Looking at the high cost of certain prescription drugs, I will be proposing state-funded, non-profit 
factories to manufacture certain drugs to lower the price for everyone, as well as Personal 
Protective Equipment that we absolutely need in the time of COVID and future pandemics. 

 

 

Security/Public Safety 

 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian 
oversight of law enforcement? 
 

I am energized to support a variety of reforms suggested by legislative colleagues, 
city and county level elected officials, and community leaders. I am eager to work 
together on these issues and pledge to advance a legislative package in 
preparation for the next legislative session.  
 
As a lifelong community organizer, I know that my first responsibility is to listen to 
the needs and priorities of impacted communities and translate what I learn into 
legislative action.  
 
Recently, I worked with the coalition that proposed and organized Initiative 940, 
which directly addressed issues of police brutality and racism.  As Speaker I helped 
enact I-940 in the legislature (later, the courts sent it to the voters, who approved it). 
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Looking ahead, there is much more work to be done.  Based on what I’ve heard 
from leaders in the I-940 coalition and Black, Latinx, and tribal communities, I 
believe we need to take action to: 

• Further restrict use of excessive or deadly force by police.  
• Require state collection of data on police use of force.  
• Require a community oversight board for every police department. 
• Reduce funding for police agencies, and shift funding to community-based violence 

prevention programs. 
• Strengthen de-escalation and anti-bias training for all law enforcement officers. 
• Prohibit law enforcement agencies from accepting surplus military equipment. Redirect 

funding from the purchase of military-style equipment to community-based 
organizations. 

• Permanently ban the use of tear gas, a toxic chemical that endangers people’s health, 
made all the more evident with the COVID pandemic. 

• Enhance disciplinary actions for law enforcement officials who engage in hate speech. 
• Require hiring practices and annual reviews to include PTSD evaluation and access to 

mental health services. 
• Prohibit law enforcement officers from covering up any portion of badge. Local 

jurisdictions can find other ways to express mourning without obscuring names and 
badges. 

 
 
There are other ideas and proposals that I will support. As we move forward, I will 
listen to communities of color and work for both immediate reforms and long-term 
solutions.   

 

How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 

In the state legislative arena, the most relevant issue in this regard is the proposed legislation 
about the management and oversight of personal data.  In 2020, Senate Bill 6281 was 
proposed. I supported the House Democrats version of the bill, which was stronger for 
consumer protection and which included a “private right of action,” so that a private individual 
would have the right to file a lawsuit to protect and enforce their privacy rights over their 
personal data.   
 
The disagreement with the Senate continued to the end of the 2020 state legislative session so 
the issue will be in contention in the 2021 session. 
 

A related concern was the use of facial recognition software, which has been shown to be highly 
inaccurate and potentially subject to racist stereotyping.  Communities of color are vigorously 
engaged in this issue in the legislature.  I will work with them to properly address the issue. 

 

 

General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 

 
Yes!  I am a lifelong progressive and Democrat. I believe in social, economic, and racial justice 
for all. I’ve dedicated my life to helping the most disadvantaged in our society – people who 
have been left behind and denied equal opportunity.  
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For example, in high school, I led a successful protest against the local Elks Club that refused 
for a time, to admit Black members. As a student at the UW, I lived in a geodesic dome for a few 
months in South Lake Union to protest the demolition of low-income housing by private for-profit 
real estate speculation. While the director of the Fremont Public Association (now known as 
Solid Ground), I ran a wide array of social service programs that directly assisted tens of 
thousands of low-income people.  
 
And in the legislature, I provided overall leadership, organized the campaign organization and 
kept the House Democratic majority for 20 years, the longest serving Democratic majority in 
state history.  We enacted Democratic priorities in landmark legislation and investments, 
including: 
✓ Free and affordable college and university tuition for all low-income students (120,000 

students every year, including undocumented students). 
✓ Billions of new dollars for our public schools, including investments in special education. 
✓ Over $2 billion for affordable housing, which funded over 300 affordable apartment buildings 

in Seattle alone. 
✓ Apple Health, free single-payer healthcare for all kids, and Cascade Care, the public option 

available to all Washington residents. 
✓ The 100% Clean Electricity Mandate, which puts Washington on track to fossil fuel-free 

electricity and funds energy assistance for low-income households, home weatherization 
and solar panel installation. 

✓ Major reforms to criminal sentencing to reduce mass incarceration. 
✓ And many more progressive accomplishments. 

 
As a result, Governor Inslee and many others have declared that the Washington State 
Legislature is “the most progressive legislature in the nation.” 
 
But we have more to be done. That’s why I proposed my Public Priorities and Progressive 
Revenue plans (see above) and my 5-point Agenda for Action (see below). 

 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  
 
I support the platform.   

 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 

 

I have only run for State Representative. I was asked to become a state representative by many 
advocates of housing and social services so I could enact state laws and investments to 
address these critical needs of people in poverty. I’m proud of my record of turning “rhetoric into 
reality,” literally helping millions of people across our state. 

 
I learned that you can accomplish a whole lot by assembling a progressive Democratic majority 
to enact a significant progressive agenda. 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 
Yes. I served in several Democratic party positions in three different legislative districts (vice-
chair, platform committee chair, etc.) 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 

 

I’m highly motived to pass my Public Priorities and Progressive Revenues plan (see above), 
which would rebalance our regressive tax code, help prevent austerity budget cuts, and invest in 
an equitable recovery through programs to rescue our state’s collapsing childcare system, 
expand pre-k towards universal coverage, provide direct cash assistance to working families 
and undocumented folks, build affordable housing and achieve so much more.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to offer feedback by calling my cell phone number, 206-612-7071 or 
contacting my email address frankchopp@comcast.net. 

 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 
I have a 5-point Agenda for Action, which focuses on: 

o Social security for child care and early learning 
o A thriving workforce for the future, including expanded free college and university tuition 
o Building homes and hope, with a major expansion of social housing 
o Health care for all, with a strong emphasis on behavioral health 
o Climate action, through a Green Power – Blue Collar coalition. 

 
I approach these solutions as a State Representative and as a community organizer, with the 
experience and energy creating a long list of progressive accomplishments. 
 
You can see my Agenda for Action at my website www.frankchopp.com.  
 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 

The 43rd LD is one of the most progressive Democratic districts in our state. 

http://www.frankchopp.com/

