
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name:  Claus Joens 
Position Sought:  39LD House Position 1 
Campaign Manager:  Haley McNealey 
Consultant:  Riall Johnson 
Campaign Email:  claus.joens@protonmail.com 
Campaign Phone:  740.641.5832 
Website:  https://joens39.com/ 
Campaign Address:  PO Box 36, Marblemount, WA 98267 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus?  Yes 
 
Labor 
 

Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level?   
 
$15 based on last year’s data, but higher if inflation becomes an issue 

 

What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 
I would like to work with Attorney General Bob Ferguson to create a new high school 
apprenticeship program where high school students at the end of their 10th grade year who have 
a minimum of a 3.0 can qualify for a skilled trades apprenticeship in any area that supports 
residential construction. This would allow them to work the summer between 10th and 11th 
grade, and the summer between 11th and 12th grade, and up to 20 hours per week until high 
school graduation, at which point they could be hired on full time. This would create many more 
job ready applicants for union full time positions immediately upon graduation. 
 

 

Education 
 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 

High stakes testing should be mapped to OSPI curriculum so when the student finishes their 
test  the system will provide a study guide for that student to review over the summer and test 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com
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again in the fall. Since all students are not at grade level when they arrive as students in the 
beginning of the year, the teacher cannot be held accountable for grade level achievement on 
their evaluation. 
 
What is your opinion of charter schools? 
 

I support public charter schools such as science and technology academies. I do not support 
using public funds for private charter schools. 
 

Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? 
 
I want to remove 4 dams on the Snake River to protect the local salmon population. This means 
beginning to build green renewable energy in four local locations to replace lost power 
generation and perhaps a local business incubator to create jobs for displaced workers. 
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types 
of renewable energy do you favor most?  
 

Each building site has its own potential so I favor renewable energy that supports the specific 
location. I support building more than one type at any given location for redundancy. 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 

What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 

I support implementing a state public bank and have met with Senator Hasegawa to discuss 
details. It is the highest priority I have if elected. 
 

What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 

In the short run we need to raise taxes from those who profited during COVID-19 to cover the $9 
Billion estimated budget shortage to avoid state government layoffs. Once we have restored a 
balanced budget, those short term taxes need to be removed and replaced with long term 
progressive taxes. 
 
I would divide the matter into 3 sections. (1) Sales tax. Determine the revenue received and 
replace it with a state income tax. This would probably look like a flat 15% of income above 
$24,000 per year per person, no exemptions, which would provide 60% of state revenue. (2) B&O 
tax. Determine the revenue received and replace it with a business income tax, which would 
provide 25% of state taxes. (3) Property taxes – based upon assessed value with exemptions or 
reduced collection rate upon reduced income (retirement, disability, unemployment), which 
would provide 15% of state taxes. (4) Other taxes – estate taxes, real estate excise tax, and 
hazardous substance tax would go to the budget reserve account to fund budget shortfalls in 
lean years. 
 

Health Care/Retirement 
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Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
I completely support Medicare for All. COVID-19 has the potential to raise rates as much as 40% 
next year for those who have insurance. The average working family cannot afford this. I 
propose created one pool of people in the state and setting one rate amount for all workers, 
regardless of health or age. Let the for profit agencies we have now manage it, and if they 
cannot do so with their current profit demands, then replace those agencies with public 
agencies. 
 

 

What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? 
 

I support removing the cap on social security so all income is taxed. I do not support 
decreasing any pension for any reason. If we can afford to bail out Wall Street executives with 
tax dollars, we can afford to bail out pension plans. 
 

Security/Public Safety 

 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 

I would ban the wearing of military uniforms completely and return the use of revolvers to police 
officers. I would exclude SWAT to large cities and at the county level. I would disarm 1/3 of the 
officers and replace this with bear spray and tasers and emotional support training. I would 
revoke qualified immunity. I would require the state AG office to investigate misconduct. 
 

How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 
I would revoke the Patriot Act, and redirect funds removed from the FBI’s white collar crime 
division back to them. I would eliminate the department of Homeland Security and redirect 
funding to the Veterans Administration. 
 

 

General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 

I consider myself both. As a Democrat I support individual liberalism and fiscal 
conservatism. As a progressive I support the fundamental decency of ordinary people 
believe those who have more should pay more. Democrats have been accused of being 
strong on legislation and weak on confrontation. Watch me. 

 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  

 
The state platform was developed by those elected to represent the various counties of 
our state, and as such, I completely support it. If a find a better solution to a problem 
addressed in the platform, I will support the best solution whether the party has officially 
adopted it or not. Such is the case with Medicare for All at the federal level. 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 
 

I ran for State Senate in the 39th LD in 2018. I learned not to try to do everything myself. In 
order to represent good people, you must first surround yourself with good people, and 
trust their judgment and personal expertise. I am also not afraid to admit when I make a 
mistake, research a more appropriate position, and adopt it. My job is to serve the people 
of the 39th LD, not have them serve me. 
 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 
I have been a PCO for 114-Cascade for four years and was a Bernie Sanders delegate to 
the State Convention in 2016. My support for Bernie Sanders remains. 
 
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 
 

Government requires money, and right now the state public bank is the easiest way to 
get it. Cutting taxes means cutting jobs, and I do not support that. 

 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 
Affordable housing has two main problems, financing and available skilled labor. The 
state public bank will create the financing, and I plan on working on a high school 
apprenticeship program that supports skilled trades in residential construction so we 
can stop talking about this and actually do something to improve it. 
 
We also need to remove 4 dams from the Snake River for salmon. The federal 
government has already laid out a plan that would only raise local utility rates less than 
$50 per year. Republicans have given up on salmon restoration and support fish farms 
instead. I don’t. I expect to start building green energy at these four local sites and have 
them up and running for a new vote on the issue in 2 years. 
 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 
No Democrat in the 39th LD received even 40% of the vote. I am counting on my opponent 
not believing I have a reasonable chance of winning since a Democrat has not won any 
seat in the 39th LD for the past 18 years. The 39th LD had a complete press blackout 
before the primary, and the counties did not print a voter’s guide. As a result, many 
voters cast their ballots having no idea what they voted for. The good news is voter 
participation is up. It is easier to change a vote than to create a vote. I am focusing on 
building bridges within the Hispanic community, which I believe to be the most 
marginalized community in the 39th LD. I expect to beat Sutherland in November 
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regardless of what the political prediction is. Win, loose, or draw, when I get done with 
Sutherland, the rest of this state will damn well know where the 39th LD is and what he 
stands for. 
 

 


