
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name:   John Latta 
Position Sought:  Clark County Charter Review Commission, Dist. 4, Pos. 2 
Campaign Manager: Mimi Latta  
Consultant:   Mimi Latta 
Campaign Email:   latta4charter@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone:   360-335-8083 
Website:   https://latta4charter.com 
Campaign Address: 5264 J ST, Washougal, WA  98671 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? 
Yes 
 

Questions: 
 
Labor 

 

Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues 
to be stalled? To what level? 

• Answer: This is not an issue for the Charter Review Commission, but I would support a locally 
adjusted minimum wage because I believe a minimum wage should be based on the local cost 
of living.  

 
Education 
 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 

• Answer:  This is not an issue for the Charter Review Commission.  However, I understand the 
need for some sort of knowledge or skills testing for the purpose of certification for the student 
or assessment of the education process.  A single test shouldn’t be the ONLY measure of a 
student’s potential. 
 

Environment    
 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com


 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent 
privatization of natural resources? 

• Answer:  This is not an issue for the Charter Review Commission, but I’m in favor of Public 
Utilities, owned by the public, and managed and directed with public input and public oversight.  
We need to aggressively replace existing fossil-fueled generation with carbon-free replacements 
where possible, and carbon-neutral replacements otherwise.  Also we can encourage carbon-
free transportation wherever possible.  Electric cars operate carbon-free only if their source of 
electricity for charging the batteries is carbon-free.  I believe the only reliable and currently 
viable carbon-free source to supply baseload electrical power is nuclear energy.  Wind and solar 
can add energy, but existing technology does not allow wind and solar to support the power grid 
day and night. 
 

 

Finance/Taxation 
 

What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 

• Answer:  This is not an issue for the Charter Review Commission, but I would support a State-
controlled bank, or banking at the US Post Office. 
 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 

• Answer:  This is not an issue for the Charter Review Commission, but I am in favor of expanding 
Medicare to be available as an option for anybody who wants it.  We should not force anyone to 
quit their current health insurance but instead let them decide.  I believe there should be some 
minimum coverage that applies to ALL residents regardless of insurance status, and people can 
choose to add on top of that. 
 

Security/Public Safety 
 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 

• Answer: This is not an issue for the Charter Review Commission, but I believe there should be 
minimum standards to become a police officer serving the public.  An example would be to use 
a licensing format, such as with doctors, lawyers, engineers, nurses, etc., along with the 
associated accountability for one’s performance and actions. 
 

General 
 
Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 

• Answer:  The Charter Review Commission is non-partisan, but yes I am a Democrat.  I’m a 
Democrat because during the 1990’s I decided I needed to choose either Democrat or 
Republican in order to more fully participate in our “government by the people” experiment that 
started in 1789 with the Constitution, and when I looked at the party platforms and what those 
on either side were saying, the Democrats were much more often in agreement with my views.  
The more recent changes in the views of both parties have made that statement even MORE 
true, though I see neither party as a perfect alignment with my views. 
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• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  

o Answer:  I disagree with (Line 805) calling to place a moratorium on new or expanded 
nuclear power.  The reason is that I truly believe such expansion to be the ONLY 
currently-available way to replace fossil-fuel electric power generation to combat global 
climate change.  (Wind and solar are still good, but they cannot replace the baseload 
generators!)  I understand there is a concern with the disposition of the resulting spent-
fuel, but that is technically solvable in the near term and climate change is not.  

 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 

o This is my first run at any office other than PCO.  I have participated as a donor, door-knocker, 

phone-caller, stamp-licker for several city council, state legislature, and congressional campaigns.  

What I learned is that it takes people and money to run a campaign, but mostly it’s people. 

 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 
o I’ve been a PCO, State Committeman, and LD Chair for Democratic organizations in Washington 

State, and I’m currently 18th LD Democrats’ Secretary and PCO for Clark County Pct. 914 in 

Washougal. 

 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 

o The Charter Review is something I can do to help my county government stay By the People and 

For the People, as the title of the Charter suggests.  I am retired from an engineering and 

management career in which much of my time was spent writing or reviewing procedures and 

processes to run a major electric generating facility.  I often worked in a team setting, which is 

how I imagine the Charter Review Commission will work. 

 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 
o I will honestly and thoroughly review the proposals of others, ask any questions necessary for 

clarification, and vote my conscious on the issues.  I will expect similar treatment from others.  

Arguments may ensue, and they may be necessary to the process, but we’ll keep it professional 

and with mutual respect. 

 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

o I’m running in the County’s 4th Council District which does lean Republican.  This is a non-

partisan race however, with three candidates, and the other two candidates running for this seat 

are known Republicans.  I am seeking endorsement from local Democratic and progressive 

organizations, and it’s possible that my opponents will split the conservative vote. 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf

