
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Ryan Johnson 
Position Sought: 39 LD Position 2 
Campaign Manager: Ryan Johnson 
Consultant: NONE 
Campaign Email: friendsofryanjohnson@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: 425 312 3160 

Website:  www.freindsofryanjohnson.org   https://www.facebook.com/RyanJohnsonFor39th/ 

Campaign Address: 3532 172nd St NE, #102 
Arlington, WA  98223 

Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Labor 
 

Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 
 
I support raising the minimum wage to whatever level it needs to disqualify employees out of ALL 
government assistance programs.  There is no reason that we, as taxpayers, should have to subsidize 
private employees medical care, housing, health care, child care, and food, just so their employers can 
pay them below subsistence wages.  I am tired of paying for employees so their employers don’t have 
to. 
 
If you want an hourly wage, I would guess this would put minimum wage in the very high teens or low 

twenties per hour, which is where it should be.  
 

 

 

What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier?  
 

I support anything I can do as a legislator to make collective bargaining easier, and the failure of the 

EFCA on a federal level is a crime against labor that I haven’t forgotten, nor will I forget.  On my 

own time, I have worked to get kids and vets into unions, this won’t change as a legislator, and I will 

do anything I can to expand union membership.  I am going back to work as a Teamster as soon as 
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the session is over, my stake in these issues is personal, and will continue to be.  I will NEVER vote 

for RTW legislation, and stand with labor over everything else.   
  
 

 

Education 

 

What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated?  I think high stakes testing is a waste of time, and we have seen the fallacy this has become 
as a nation.  We should evaluate teachers and students the same way we did thirty years ago. 
 

 

What is your opinion of charter schools? Charter schools are a waste of taxpayer money that have no 
guarantee of any better educational outcomes than public schools do.  I do NOT support charter 
schools. 
 

 

Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources?  
 
 Alternative energy is on the way, because it is so much cheaper than fossil fuels.  I am from Illinois, 
which last year was the number four state for coal mining in the country, and my family owns 200 plus 
acres of land that is loaded with coal.  That coal is worthless, it will never come out of the ground, and 
the tens of thousands of mines that used to dot the landscape are long gone, most were gone before I 
was born. Coal has gone from 50% of electricity generation in 2008 to less than 25% today. 
 
I deliver and pick up to a fair amount of alternative energy supplies/manufacturers, and have personally 
been involved in the building of some projects at my last job. There is more and more of this everyday, 
because it is far cheaper than fossil fuels. 
 
As far as preventing privatization of natural resources, this revolves around governmental policy.  No, I 
don’t support letting Nestle buy trillions of gallons of water for a few dollars, nor do I support coal/gas 
leases for a few dollars, either. 
 
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types 
of renewable energy do you favor most?   I have been around enough renewable energy products that I  am 

convinced this is happening no matter what.  I have no problem subsidizing these projects because our current 

energy grid is worn out, but I do not think we will need to do this for very long. 

 

My favorite alternative energy source is solar, I would love to have no electric bill. 

 

 

Finance/Taxation 
 

What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform?  I am a 
supporter of Senator Bob Hasegawa’s plan for a Washington State Public Bank, and think it should 
have been done 100 years ago. 
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What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system?  
 
 There are two issues at play in this question, the first is what I would like to see, the second is what I 
think will pass. 
 
What I would personally prefer would be an income tax that constitutionally prohibits the sales and 
property tax. 
 
My ideas would never pass.  I remember the state initiative on the income tax well, it failed massively.  
While I personally have no problem changing our tax system, the public refuses to do so. 
 

 

Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government.  This is a copy and paste off my Facebook 
page, I think this explains my position pretty well. 
 

In 2009, I bought an enclosed car trailer for my Camaro. Its first use had nothing to do with my car, it 
was to move my in-laws out of their home due to medical bankruptcy. 
America does not have a health care system, it has a WEALTH TRANSFER system. It can do to any of us 
what it did to my in-laws, take all your assets, including your 401k and your home, and leave you with 
nothing but one car and your house hold goods. It is a tax that exists like no other. And yes, this 
happened WHILE THEY HAD INSURANCE. 
Over 40 million Americans have lost their jobs recently, I don't know how many had insurance to 
begin with, but very few of them will have the money to pay for COBRA. Private insurance costs are 
expected to go up as much as 40% next year alone, how many of us can afford that? 
Our employer based health care system has long past it useful life. By any standard, America pays at 
least TWICE as much for health care per person than any other industrialized nation in the world, we 
get far less care, and in the rest of the world, phrases such as "medical bankruptcy" and "pre-existing 
conditions" don't exist, those are terms used only in America. 
We can do far better than this. I support Medicare for All on a federal level, and am a Whole 
Washington supporter at the state level.  
Think about how much better our lives would be if we didn’t depend on our employers for health care: 
Gig economy workers, you would have health care. Owner operator truck drivers, you would have it 
too. Independent contractors, you'd be covered. Farmers, you'd be covered. Do you want to start a 
business? You wouldn't have to worry about heath care for your family or your workers families. Hate 
your job but you stay for the health insurance? You wouldn't have to anymore.  
We can do this for far LESS than we are paying now. The rest of the world has provided a road map for 
us to follow. However we get there, I support it.  
Private insurance is NOT fixable, there is no tweaking this at the edges. Its primary function is to take 
as much money and wealth from you as it can in any way possible. We see these profit-making tactics 
in outrageous premiums or co pays, drugs that cost thousands of dollars in America but cost as little as 
$10 in other countries, or telling you your out of pocket costs will be so high for a procedure you need 
that you can't have the procedure at all (which is really just a denial of service, let's be honest). 
Private insurance is over. It is NOT affordable anymore, and only gets less and less affordable by the 
day. It is in a massive death spiral and we need to put it out of OUR misery, because we are the ones 
being made miserable by it. 
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What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? I support lifting the cap on SSI and Medicare wages.  If the majority of us can pay all of our 
wages towards SSI and Medicare, so can Jeff Bezos and Bill Gates. 
 

 

Security/Public Safety 

 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 
Copied and pasted from my Facebook page.  If you haven’t watched my Zoom on police accountability, 
please do.  While it is long, it is comprehensive, and I have dealt with many “police” issues either in the 
military or while driving a truck.  We also got specific on the topic, may people want “police 
accountability” but cannot tell you what that is or how to get there.  We laid out all the topics below, and 
explained how we got there and why. 
 

1. Adopt the military rules of force, and military rules of deadly force for our civilian police 
immediately. "I thought he had a gun" and "I was scared for my life" were one way trips to 
Leavenworth for me as a Navy police officer, because saying both of those things when there was no 
clear and present danger to myself or others meant that I had violated the first rule of deadly force, 
which was "know what you are shooting at." "I thought he had a gun" when he didn't meant I did NOT 
know what I was shooting at, and there was no danger, therefore, as an officer I would have gone to 
prison. There is a reason there are so few shootings on military bases, and that is because the military 
has far higher accountability standards than our civilian police. 
2. Body cams, dash cams, and interior car cams would be required, and they will be on at all times. The 
cops do NOT get to turn them on and off at will. Tampering with these devices would be an instant 
felony charge tried by a special prosecutor, an immediate unpaid suspension, and upon being found 
guilty, permanently prohibited from being a police officer. All charges against a suspect would be 
dropped if an officer is found tampering with any cameras. 
3. Electronic logging/tracking required on ALL police vehicles (I would extend this to all municipal 
vehicles in the state, including school busses). This is not some pie in the sky requirement, every 
commercial vehicle (with very few exceptions) in the country over 26,000 pounds uses a similar 
system everyday, I have been using one for years, and it is one of the first things police look at if I get in 
a commercial accident. If it's good enough for every truck driver in America to have to use, it is not too 
much to ask our police to use it. It's satellite tracked, you can't erase it, and it does not lie. 
4. End civil asset forfeiture in all forms. This has been massively abused across the country, it is time to 
prohibit it, in ALL forms. 
5. No knock warrants of ALL types will now be illegal. These are too dangerous for police, citizens, 
children, and pets to continue. 
6. End the program of police in Washington getting surplus military equipment. If a situation is that 
bad, call in the National Guard. 
This list can be added to, but everyone is asking what reforms we should make, I have just listed six of 
them that should not be controversial in any way. 
How would I pay for it? The money saved from lawsuits alone will pay for this. Everybody acts better 
when they are on camera, and we wil find this out when these changes are made. Everybody benefits 
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from these changes, and all video and tracking info will be available through public records requests, 
so the public has access to them as well as police. 
 

 
 

 

 

How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy?  
 
Why are these two things even linked? The idea that we need to surveil every American’s phone, 
computer, text, and email certainly was not an issue when I was in the Navy from 95-99, nor when my 
dad was in during Vietnam, nor when my grandpa was in WWII. 
 
 

 

 

General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 

•  

•  Far more Progressive than Democrat. I actually believe in making the changes the Democratic 
Party talks about, but I want to actually change policies and laws, not just talk about it and never 
do it. 

                 
 

 
 

• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why? 

•  

•  It’s a platform document.  What is in it doesn’t matter as much as what actions are taken. 
               

 
 
 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? First time candidate 

 

 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 
Jim Creek PCO as of 2020 

 
 

 
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it?  Have you seen the representatives in the 39th?  Sutherland is a 
compulsive liar and white supremacist. My opponent, Carolyn Eslick is not as compulsive a liar 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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as Sutherland, but she isn’t far behind, and she has taken on R 90, and she is a compulsive liar 
on this issue. 
I am the only candidate I know of, and this includes our current legislators(both parties) that has 
school security as a major platform item, because our school security policies are a joke.  I 
knew they were bad, but not how bad until a Presidents Elementary School teacher(Arlington 
School District) named Andrew Medley lost his mind in 2018 and said he wanted to sexually 
assault, murder, and set fire to kids in from of their parents.  The district’s response was 
horrifying, and I publicly embarrassed the school district into rewriting all school security policies 
and installing electronic locks.  It took me less than three months.  
 
I deliver to about half the schools from the King/Snohomish county line up to the border, to say 
that most schools do not have the security of the average Safeway or movie theater is not an 
exaggeration, most do not.  
 
This should have been changed twenty years ago. 

  
 

 

 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 
Of course there are.  Racial justice, day care access, transportation, rural internet access, 
health care I could list problems all day. 
First off, I list how my opponents have failed to address these problems, and they have no plans 
to do so in the future, especially when it comes to transportation.  I tell everyone flat out, that 
any politician, from any party, that tells you that you can have $30 tabs, cut the gas tax, and get 
roads built is lying to your face, which they are.   
On any issue, I try to find messaging on problems and solutions in ways people connect to their 
own lives. This is how we will win. 
 
 

 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? Do I have a reasonable chance at winning?  Probably not. 
 
However, I figured out pretty early that because I am a candidate, people will listen to me and 
talk to me in ways they wouldn’t as an individual.  For example, I met a guy named Michael 
Adams from Granite Falls, who is an amazing person running a Facebook group called “Change 
The Narrative” in Granite Falls. One of his goals is to change the history lessons in schools.  I 
also know Will Nelson, the Diversity coordinator for the Arlington School District, who can tell 
how this gets done, and he and Michael are now working together on the issue.  From being a 
Snohomish/Island County Labor Council Trade Up volunteer(freight instructor), I also have 
extensive labor contacts.  The featured speaker at my Zoom on Saturday will be Christine Reid 
from IBEW 77, and she is going to explain the IBEW Lineman apprenticeship program, and how 
to get in.  One of those jobs is life changing, it is superior to my job. If, as a candidate, all I 
accomplish is that I connect multiple people in ways that I could never have done as an 
individual, and those people change the system on racial justice, or if I get somebody a great 
job, I have won anyway.  I am running to change the system, and make people’s lives better 
than they are today.  While I obviously think I can do more if I win, I am going to make SURE 
that I do everything I can as a candidate to make people’s lives better.  Maybe something I 
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helped create as a candidate will change things next session, and I will be thankful for that even 
if I lose. 
 
I will not name this person, but a racial justice group I am a part of had a Zoom meeting the 
Thursday after the primary, and a candidate was supposed to participate.  This person lost the 
primary, and of course, didn’t show up for the Zoom meeting.  In my opinion, this is really low, it 
showed that the candidate didn’t care about the issue to begin with, just wanted to pay lip 
service to people to get votes.  I am glad this person lost, and yes, they were a Democrat. 
 
The connections I have made as a candidate will be permanent, I will use everything I have 
learned and the people I have met to advance the progressive agenda for the rest of my life.  If 
a future candidate wants to run, have them feel free to call me.  If they want to use me as a 
resource to connect them with other progressive groups, feel free to call me.  If they want advice 
on how to get into a union apprenticeship, feel free to call me.  This offer is good forever, not 
only while I am a candidate.  
 
I believe in public service, especially the public service part.  If I win, my life will NOT get better, 
it will be far more difficult, I will be gone basically six months next year if I win.  The system is 
made to keep average working people like me from running in the first place(I can go into 
multiple ways this statement is true), but since I have been given this opportunity, and it may be 
a once in a lifetime opportunity, I am going to do everything in my power to use it as best I can, 
whether I win or lose.  I will use this opportunity as best as I can. 
 
 

 


