
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Shirley Sutton 
Position Sought: 32nd Legislative District Representative, Position 1 
Campaign Manager: Linda Boyd 
Consultant: Carin Chase 
Campaign Email: shirley@voteshirleysutton.com 
Campaign Phone: 425-312-3056 
Website: VoteShirleySutton.com 
Campaign Address: PO Box 5474, Lynnwood, WA 98046 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes, our policy goals align! 
 

Labor 

 

Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level?  
 
I absolutely support raising federal and state minimum wages to the point that a forty-hour a week job 
produces a living wage, not a poverty wage. Not only will a living wage lift people out of poverty, it will 
support a more robust economy. According to the Economic Policy Institute, the current minimum wage 
– a poverty wage – means that low-income working people require public assistance. This essentially 
allows businesses paying poverty wages to thrust the burden of paying for public services onto tax- 
payers.  
 
I agree with Senator Sanders, who said, “Just a few short years ago, we were told that raising the 
minimum wage to $15 an hour was ‘radical.’ But a grassroots movement of millions of workers 
throughout this country refused to take ‘no’ for an answer. It is not a radical idea to say a job should lift 
you out of poverty, not keep you in it. The current $7.25 an hour federal minimum wage is a starvation 
wage which must be increased to a living wage of $15 an hour.”  
 
In 2014, Seattle’s minimum wage was raised to $15 an hour. It did not cause a wave of business 
closures, but in fact, created a more robust local economy. This is huge step forward at a time when so 
many full time employees cannot afford to pay rent.  
 

 
 
 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com
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What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier?  
  
We need to elevate unions to prominence again, to promote higher labor standards, the interests of 
working people, and produce a more equitable economy.  
 
The legislature has the power to make working conditions safer and more equitable by closing 
loopholes which allow noncompliant businesses to continue to exploit employees.  
As legislator I will propose legislation that limits state contracts with employers who: 
1. fail to provide a $15 an hour minimum wage and expanded benefits  
2. permit executives to earn more than 150 times the wages of the average worker  
3. hire scab labor to replace striking workers  
4. close businesses where employees have unionized   
5. outsource jobs  
 
The legislature can also put a moratorium on pension cuts.  
 
 As legislator, I will promote Medicare For All, so that unions will not have to continue to spend so much 
time bargaining about healthcare.   

 
 

Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and 
teachers are evaluated?  
   
I oppose high stakes testing which is unnecessarily stressful for students.  
 
Excessive standardized test scores fail to provide teachers with useful information about abilities of 
students and are unfairly used to evaluate educators. Particularly troubling is that these tests do not 
reflect the abilities of students of color, English language learners, children with disabilities, and low- 
income students. This time could be better used to provide a full curriculum.  
 
For more than a decade we had excessive testing under No Child Left Behind. Superintendent Reykdal 
has cut back on excessive testing because it hasn’t provided valuable or actionable information for 
teachers.  
 
Students should be evaluated by teachers who work with them. Teachers should be evaluated by 
supervising teachers and principals, who are master teachers themselves.  
 
The 32nd Legislative District has explicitly opposed high stakes testing in its platform for many years.  I 
am proud to represent their demand to protect our public schools. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
What is your opinion of charter schools?  
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I oppose siphoning public school funds to private, for-profit charter schools. Statistics bear out that 
charter schools are fraught with waste, fraud and instability. The efforts to privatize our public school 
system is promoted by billionaires and hedge fund interests which also seek to bust teacher’s unions 
and profit from our longtime investments in this valuable public institution.  
 
It is disturbing that my opponent accepts donations from charter school proponents. These same 
individuals and organizations pressure legislators to defund public schools. Furthermore, these are the 
same individuals and organizations that tried to remove two Washington state Supreme Court justices 
after they ruled that charter schools were unconstitutional. Unlike my opponent, I will not accept 
corporate or super-PAC donations. 

 
  

Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources?  
 
Washington State passed a law requiring 100% Clean Energy by 2045. I am committed to meeting our 
climate goals.  
 
I will also support Tribal rights to protect traditional and cultural interests in water resources. 
 
The Green New Deal calls for retrofitting all buildings for energy efficiency in the next 10 years. Working 
people in Washington State will benefit from numerous job possibilities and a just transition to a low-
carbon economy. As part of rapid de-carbonization, I will support these policies:  
-enhance  programs that offer rebates for solar power over the long term  

-incentivize retrofitting public buildings and homes for conservation, which would create jobs, provide 
environmental justice for vulnerable communities, and conserve ecosystems 

-promote clean public transportation 

-improve wastewater management 

-construct LEED certified green buildings 

-increase the use of renewable energy 

-Invest in clean state vehicles using renewable fuels 

-invest in effective and local recycling systems 

-rapid reduction of carbon dioxide and methane emissions 

-establish state tax incentives for clean energy projects    

-support family farms, organic farming, eliminate glyphosate use, and label GMOs 

-eliminate aerial spraying of glyphosate on public lands 

We need to protect and invest in our public commons, which support the natural environment and all 
human endeavors. In my opinion, the legislature should act with more urgency and leadership. In order 
to meet climate goals, and preserve the greater Puget Sound environment, we need to: 
-enhance conservation efforts  
-raise public awareness  
-prevent the transfer of public assets to private hands 
-increase efficiency of water use 
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-expand employment in the clean energy sector  

 
I support the policy points articulated in the Green New Deal. 
 

Finance/Taxation 

 

What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 
I shall continue to educate the public and the legislature about the need for a State Bank. Washington 
State currently pays over $1 billion of our operating budget annually just to service Wall St. debt. 
Instead, we should establish a state bank to leverage our tax dollars to work for us, lower costs for 
infrastructure and promote economic development in our state. We can be more independent from Wall 
St., borrow from ourselves at reasonable interest rates, and return the profit back to ourselves. Our 
state bank would be governed by an independent public commission and would be accountable and 
transparent to the public. I will work vigorously with my colleagues to pass legislation to establish a 
Washington State bank. 
 

What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 
Washington State has been identified as having the most unfair tax system in the United States. Low- 
income people in our state pay almost 20% of their income in taxes, while some big business and 
wealthy individuals, pay none at all.  When the wealthiest individuals and businesses pay their fair 
share it will reduce the tax burden on middle and lower income residents, and increase the tax base 
overall for state programs. Intangible property, meaning stocks and bonds, should be included in the 
tax base as intended by the Washington State Constitution. This would not directly reduce taxes but 
rather increase the size of the tax base. This would result in fair taxation and include those who 
previously did not pay taxes on stocks and bonds. 
  
Also, the legislature needs to close tax loopholes, also known tax exemptions. Doing so will return $50 
billion a year to our tax base rather than enrich the wealthiest corporations doing business here. 
  
I will refuse donations from Corporate PACs and will not shield them from requirements that they pay 
their fair share. 

 
Health Care/Retirement 
 

Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of 
the effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
The COVID pandemic underscores the failure of our for-profit healthcare system to respond to the 
public health needs which have been effective in other countries, such as for testing, tracing and 
isolation.  
 
Single payer healthcare has always been one of my top priorities. It is also social justice issue. I oppose 
a for-profit healthcare model, which disregards the most vulnerable, and diverts healthcare funds to 
private insurance companies. Single payer healthcare would provide better health outcomes at a lower 
cost and people's coverage would no longer be dependent on employment status. This includes the 
life-long benefits of quality prenatal, maternal and infant care. Everybody in, nobody out. 
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What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social 
Security and Medicare? 
  
I strongly support enhanced and improved Social Security and Medicare For All. Social Security is an 
earned benefit and payment should reflect cost of living increases. I oppose ‘capping’ Social Security at 
$137,700 per person. We must ‘scrap the cap,’ which would increase Social Security funding by an 
estimated $1.2 trillion annually.  
  
I support Bernie Sanders’ Medicare for All policies as described in the healthcare question above. 
 

 

 

Security/Public Safety 

 

How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian 
oversight of law enforcement? 

First, we need to listen to the demands of the communities most affected by police violence. 

Recent events have revealed the widespread misuses of military weapons used to intimated and harm 
peaceful demonstrators and communities. I oppose the ethic of "police as warriors" and assert that the 
role of police is to serve and protect their communities. The State of Washington should disallow the 
receipt of military equipment as studies show that militarized police departments are more likely to kill 
civilians. We cannot permit police violence and military actions in our streets.  

Civilian oversight of law enforcement must be established. This should be a democratically elected 
community oversight board with full powers to hold police accountable, including setting department 
policy and procedures. The elected board should have subpoena power to access police records about 
police violence or abuse. 
 

How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 

I am deeply concerned about NSA violations of the 4th Amendment by collecting personal data. I am 
also concerned about facial recognition technology. I'm also opposed to warrantless wire-tapping and 
mass surveillance. I support public oversight of the NSA, CIA, FBI, DEA, and DHS. There are many 
bills which have legalized forms of mass surveillance in spite of the fact that these laws violate 
amendment rights. Access to Internet is now an essential utility for Americans, we must protect 
peoples' privacy when they engage with online platforms. 
 
 
 

General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat?  YES 

• Do you consider yourself a progressive? YES 
Why? 

I am progressive because my first priority is the well being of people and the right to live in a society 
with humanity and dignity for all. It means pushing forward with systemic changes to policies in 
order to these values.  
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• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to 
view) do you disagree with? Why?  

 
· Nationally 69% of voters support Single Payer Healthcare (April, 2020). To ignore this is to 
abandon the aspirations and needs of the public.  

 
·The Platform on Criminal Justice should have addressed calls by Washingtonians, the NAACP 
and BLM, for community control of police; overturning “qualified immunity”; and ending 
militarization of police. 
 
• I would prefer that the platform avoid us of neoliberal phrases such as “ending the school to 
prison pipeline”. This is a loaded phrase, which insinuates that teachers are to blame for Black 
and Brown students ending up in prison. It also obscures the fact that all of our institutions are 
platforms for systemic racism and inequality, not just education.  
 
· Add Green New Deal because it includes a full employment provision similar to the WPA. 
Unemployment has been devastating to communities of color and full employment is essential 
to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
 

 
 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first 
campaign, what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did 
you learn from those campaigns? 

 

I successfully ran for a seat on the Lynnwood City Council. What I learned is that there is a 
fundamental difference between campaigns supported by individuals and those campaigns 
supported by Super PACS, wealthy political agents, and dark money. 
 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization 
offices? 

 

 Yes, I am a PCO.  
 
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What 
proposals do you have for dealing with it? 

 

Housing my most urgent issue. The confluence of high prices pushing people out of their homes 
and the coming wave of evictions caused by the COVID pandemic, will create a tsunami of 
homelessness and need, which must be addressed by the legislature. I will propose that 
Washington State invest in public housing. 
 

 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing 
solutions? 

 

Medicare for All, as advocated for by Whole Washington, is among the public's greatest needs. 
Police accountability and meeting climate goals are also issues that disproportionately affect 
communities of color and need to be addressed with agitation and legislation. 

 

 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at 
winning? If not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections 
among local people who share progressive values? 

 

 The 32nd is strongly Democrat. I came in second in the primary and have a chance to win. My 
campaign seeks to connect progressive activists and organizations with each other and will 
continue to educate and advocate for polices that address the needs of people. Recently, I 
hosted a conversation about police violence with, Dr. Janice Green, President of the Snohomish 
County NAACP. I expect to host other events to promote progressive public policy and the points 
that differentiate my campaign from my opponent.   


