
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-
timeline/.  
 

➢ This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Kassandra Bessert 
Position Sought: State Representative, LD 18, Position 1 
Campaign Manager: Currently, no paid staff 
Consultant: Currently, no paid staff 
Campaign Email: bessert4rep@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: (360) 605-4762 
Website: bessert4rep.com 
Campaign Address: P.O. Box 1673, Battle Ground, WA 98604 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 
 
Yes. $7.25/hour is an unlivable wage.  There is no where in America that $14,500/year offers basic 
security or economic mobility. 
 
The scheduled jump in minimum wage after the passage of Initiative 1433 and continued cost of living 
adjustments in WA is responsible policy, and, while I would like to see that bump to a wage 
commiserate with the cost of housing and necessities today, I am so proud of WA for moving minimum 
wage from $8.55 in 2010 to $13.50 in 2020 and am looking forward to analyzing the WA State 
Department of Labor and Industries first cost of living minimum wage adjustment. 
 
 
What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
 
So long as the union serves its members by fighting for their safety and progress at work, I strongly 
support union and organizing protections. In addition to supporting the Washington State Labor 
Council’s Shared Prosperity Agenda1 and continued efforts to meet those goals, I would support 
legislation that extended protections, including bargaining rights, to gig economy workers.  
 

 
1 https://www.thestand.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/20-WSLC-Leg-Agenda_20Feb03.pdf 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com
https://www.thestand.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/20-WSLC-Leg-Agenda_20Feb03.pdf
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For the sake of full disclosure, I am compelled to express my continued concern with the actions and 
priorities of police unions, who in some jurisdictions seem to value qualified immunity and militarization 
over making sure their members can securely file complaints, receive training, make a fair wage, and 
work a reasonable work week. Those jurisdictions who have (1) made the choice to be advocates for 
the health, well-being, and good work of their members and (2) choose to be leaders in championing 
racial justice while (3) their organizations act as flagships on internal policy reform have my full support 
and allyship. 
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 
Tests are extremely effective at gaging how skilled students are at test taking. Since moving online, the 
tests are also great at gaging the level of funding and equipment each district has routed to tech and 
communication infrastructure.   
 
I think tests can be a valuable tool in the toolbox for understanding where a group of students is, but if 
the goal is a evaluation of learning, it cannot be the only method.  People learn and engage with 
material differently. I would support more infrequent, lower stakes testing, a focus on thoughtful 
evaluations of teachers and students. I’d feel we were serving our kids and teacher best with a 
combination of quantitative and qualitative evaluations. 
 
What is your opinion of charter schools? 
 
I believe public money should be spent on public schools. My home school district- where my mother 
still works at a vocational enviro-agricultural campus - has strengths and weaknesses, and one of its 
strengths is a robust vocational and alternative learning structure accessible to all students. I have yet 
to hear a compelling argument for diverting much needed funds from public schools to charter schools 
that go relatively unregulated and are privately operated. 
 
 
Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? 
 
Public lands must be protected.  In WA, we have a strong ethos of protecting our land, but I would like 
to see that extend to continued and practiced protection of our water sources, which companies like 
Nestle have been trying to exploit as publicly held resources they can drain and process for free. 
 
Additionally, I would support and advocate for legislation that formalized and strengthened restrictions 
on eminent domain regarding fossil fuel infrastructure that uses WA as a through space with no benefit 
to the state and severe risk to land and water tables. No one should lose their land or risk poisoning 
their neighbors for the sake of oil or gas. 
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types 
of renewable energy do you favor most?  
 
I support legislation that commits to a reduction in fossil fuels and am open to increasing incentives for 
alternative energies. I favor solar power, geothermal, and wind power the most.  I am extremely grateful 
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for hydropower, but considering the number of abandoned dams in the Pacific Northwest, I would be 
reticent to build infrastructure on our rivers and support reclaiming rivers where that is reasonable. 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
 
What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 
Public banking must be available if we want to protect Washingtonians from national predatory 
practices, and it needs to be available online in some capacity so that people can take advantage of 
direct deposit without consequences. 
 
The problem I see on the rise specific to banking and getting paid is typical of recessions and has two 
primary predatory actors, financial institutions, like private banks, and payday loan options, which have 
now become so ubiquitous they are available at the grocery store in the form of high fee preloaded 
debit cards.  
 
Financial institutions, without strong checks on their behavior, can levy overdraft fees that result in 
closing down accounts, the person(s) who’s names appear on those accounts are now unable to open 
any bank account because banks report negative balances to a central database that is checked when 
that person applies for a new account. This process essentially makes it impossible to get paid by 
check or direct deposit even once they become financially solvent, unless you go to other institutions 
that will levy further outsized fees. 
 
 
What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 
We’ve started the work of adding progressive tax structures and I think it’s important to continue.  
 
I’d do two things right now to build a tax structure that penalizes opportunists during a housing shortage 
and asks large corporations to help us with the pending revenue burden-  
 
First - add a holding period provision of at least 12 months to the Real Estate Excise Tax.  Building that 
statute reinforces housing security for people in the housing market for first time or lower cost homes.  
Folding a penalty for not owning a house for more than a serious duration, like one year, into the tax 
code disincentivizes real estate speculators in the middle of a housing security crisis.  Which leave 
space for people buying their first homes, people on fixed incomes or people who are serious about 
making Washington communities their homes to have a leg up and disincentives an artificial inflation of 
the market caused by financial gamesmen and recreational flippers looking for casual investments. 
 
Second - take a very hard look at opportunities for progressive tax structures to be placed in the 
Business and Occupation Tax Deductions.23  There is a significant number of opportunities to bump up 
very small percentages of operating taxes for big businesses, even if it has a sunset period, while 
shielding smaller companies disproportionately affected by COVID-19. 
 
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 

 
2 https://dor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/docs/forms/excstx/comexcstxrtrn/dedctdetail/cetrdd_2020_M6.pdf 
3 https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=82.04 

https://dor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/docs/forms/excstx/comexcstxrtrn/dedctdetail/cetrdd_2020_M6.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=82.04
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Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
I supported the Affordable Care Act and I support Medicare for All.  Both have practical issues that 
need to be fine-tuned and I would be thrilled to dig into it as a state legislator. We need access to 
affordable, quality healthcare.  One of the reasons I love unions is because my mother’s union 
insurance is responsible for saving my dad’s life with a preventative cancer screening they wouldn’t 
have had access to a year beforehand. 
 
However, providers for Apple Care, the state public option, have room for improvement in matching 
capacity to need. Which is also expected and useful to know so that we can fix it. But we’re also 
trailblazing by offering mental health services and focusing on preventative programs.  And the ultimate 
goal, however we baby step or sprint towards seems to be quality, preventative, unencumbered, free 
care for all. 
 
 
 
What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? 
 
Protect them- keep them safe and public.  We should build a retirement that is secure and healthy for 
all. 
 
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 
 
 
How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 
I would like to see more experts developed and recruited into public service who can protect public 
infrastructure and systems. I think Washington is in a unique place to capitalize on the existing talent 
here for that end. 
 
However, we need guard rails for electronic privacy. As I type this, I am surrounded by at least four 
cameras and five microphones on different devices in one room in my home. I should be informed and 
in control of their use in a manner that communicates my own agency in that control without immediate 
pressure to cede it. 
 
 
General 
 

• Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 

• I am a progressive Democrat. I have a state’s rights bend on occasion, but I fight for the rights 
of individuals first, I believe in a government that provides a social safety net and creates 
systems of opportunity instead of oppression.  
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• What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform ( click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  
 
I think the WA State Party did a good job putting together this platform and I wish more of it had 
been adopted by the DNC. I voted for the amendments that were added and have had a 
positive experience using the spirit of the sections, if not the words, as a policy guide. 

 
 

• If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 
 
I’ve worked on a lot of campaigns and I’ve learned a lot. But I haven’t been a candidate before 
and it’s very different.  The one thing that runs through them all is to show up, be kind, listen- 
and if you do that, never count your cause out.  You never know when that effort will be more 
than enough. 
 
Volunteer - Elizabeth Warren 
Director - Blue Wave Project (national/Portland) 
Volunteer - Clark County Democrats 
Consultant - Sierra Club (SC - remote) 
Consultant - Cathy Glasson for Gov (IA - remote) 
Legal Observer - Hillary 2016 (AZ) 
Staff - Sanders 2016 (SC, ID, KY, NJ, various) 
Staff - Obama for America/Iowa Democratic Party 2012 
Staff - Organizing for America - Harry Reid 2010, Eliminating Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, Passing 
Affordable Care Act (NV) 
Staff - Obama for America 2008 (OR, SD, FL) 
Volunteer - Obama for America 2008 (WA/CA) 
Volunteer - a ton of school levies in Battle Ground, WA 
 
 

 

• Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 
 
I’ve been a caucus delegate twice - Obama 2008, Bernie 2020 
 
 

• What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 
have for dealing with it? 
 
My work life started roughly one year before the 2008 Recession, and during that Recession 
me, my family, and my community suffered a lot of loss. And that’s the community I’m running 
in.  
 
If I can go to Olympia, and make sure there is an advocate that is pushing out grant and 
program info far and wide in this district, and be someone that is specifically speaking up about 
the issues we’re facing here. Make sure that we’re talking about small businesses in rural 
communities.  And making it easier for families to stay safe, healthy, and housed. That we can 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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talk responsibly and practically about mental health.  And push early job development for people 
who need the boost right now. If I can do those things for this community, I will feel like I’ve 
done a good job helping mitigate the damage I know is coming. 
 

• Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 
 
There is a lot of damage I am not expecting that I am sure is on its way because we are dealing 
with a pandemic.  Public health projects need funding now and we need those systems to be 
staffed and reliable. 
 
 

• If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 
Demographically, I’m truly in a swing district, but the Democrat is typically underfunded 4:1- 2:1 in a 
good year.  My chance of winning depends on moving a few thousand voters, roughly.  Which is not an 
impossible task at all for a down ballot campaign with ~100k+ voters.   
 
However, because it is a swing district inside a congressional swing district in an Obama-Trump county, 
we have no idea how those top of ticket races will affect down ballot races yet.  We are a wild card 
area. What I do know, is that if I do well, if the campaign I run can turn out new voters or persuade 
reliable voters, that will positively and disproportionately effect those other swing races up-ballot. 


