
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: 
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/.  
 

This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party.” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Marko Liias 
Position Sought: Lieutenant Governor 
Campaign Manager: Nick Juno 
Consultant: Northwest Passages, Christian Sinderman 
Campaign Email: marko@markoforwa.com 
Campaign Phone: (206) 476-4886 
Website: http://markoforwa.com  
Campaign Address: 401 2nd Ave S, Ste. 303 Seattle, WA 98104 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? 
 
As a proud progressive, I respectfully request the endorsement of the Washington State Progressive 
Caucus in my race for Lt. Governor! 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising state and federal minimum wages? To what level? 
 
I am a longtime supporter of raising the minimum wage both here in Washington and across the US. The fact that 
the price of goods has continued to rise with and surpass the rate of inflation, but wages have mostly remained 
stagnant has greatly exasperated inequality across the country. I am proud that Washington has set the standard 
with one of the highest minimum wages in the country, but we need to go further. I have supported legislative 
efforts to raise the minimum wage, expand health care access and benefits, and encourage retirement options to 
give workers the full range of protections needed to live a full and happy life. We have shown here in Washington 
that rising wages and stronger worker protections don’t weaken our economy, they have strengthened it. 
However, even with our state’s incredible gains on wages, workers are struggling to make ends meet as the cost 
of living continues to rise. We must move to a $15 minimum wage across the board as a starting point, and keep 
going up until all families in Washington can afford basic necessities like housing and food.  
 
What legislation would you support to make organizing unions easier? 
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There is never a time when workers shouldn’t be allowed to collectively bargain and organize themselves. 
Collective bargaining is the reason that safe labor practices exist, why we have a minimum wage and entire 
industries that are able offer family wage jobs, and how workers have been able to earn respect for themselves 
and for their rights as humans. Collective bargaining and the ability to strike have been some of the most 
landmark tools that unions have been able to utilize in the struggle for proper treatment of our workforce.  
 
If a group of workers decides through a fair and democratic process that they would like to collectively bargain in 
their workplace, they should be able to have that right no matter what. This stands for any group of employees - I 
have also supported collective bargaining options for State Senate employees.  
 
I’m proud that here in Washington we have gone the extra mile to protect unions and worker’s rights, regardless 
of what is happening at higher levels of government. Before the disastrous Janus case was even decided, I worked 
with my Senate colleagues to pass enhanced union protections to be prepared for the worst. Once the Janus 
decision was handed down, I worked with my colleagues to pass legislation that, while bringing Washington into 
compliance, protects existing union resources and creates a uniform process for union authorization. I am proud 
that Washington continues to have some of the highest union participation in the country and I will remain 
committed to building on this progress to ensure more workers have collective bargaining rights, regardless of 
setbacks at the national level.  
 
Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 
High stakes testing puts undue burdens on students and teachers to achieve benchmarks to move through a 
pipeline rather than focus on meaningful learning. I am deeply opposed to these measures for both students and 
teachers and helped in the fight to delink our graduation requirements from testing in 2019. We must reform the 
existing evaluation system to instead be centered around goal setting and formative assessment, not high stakes 
testing. New measures should recognize that students come into the classroom at different levels of skill and what 
may be the best learning for one may not fit another.  
 
What is your opinion of charter schools? 
 
Public money should only go to public schools. I have been a consistent and dogged opponent of privatizing 
public education or allowing state resources to be allocated towards private institutions while so many school 
districts across the state are still being left resource strained. I have voted against charter schools, campaigned 
against the initiative to authorize them, and support the litigation to challenge their constitutionality. I am 
disappointed voters approved them, and I have not supported any special funding or special deals for them--as 
some have proposed. We must have strong public education that is accessible to every single student, regardless 
of where they are from or their background. 
 
Environment    
 
How would you promote development of alternative energy and prevent privatization of natural 
resources? 
 
I support a Green New Deal at the national level and similar measures at the state-level to invest in new clean 
energy and clean technology infrastructure to support a carbon-free economy for our state. I oppose measures to 
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privatize state or federal resource lands and have worked to expand conservation of land since my time on the 
Mukilteo City Council and throughout my service in the Legislature. 
 
What are your plans for increasing investments in renewable forms of energy production? What types 
of renewable energy do you favor most?  
 
I am deeply opposed to continuing to invest in fossil fuel sources for future energy needs, and I brought 
legislation to the Senate floor for a vote in 2019 to ban fracking in our state—it’s time to pivot away from these 
polluting sources of energy. We need a hard reset on our energy investments, move away from harmful 
environmental practices like LNG and start looking to the energy sources of the future that are clean and 
renewable.  
 
We should be investing more on methods that would capitalize on the wealth of sustainable energy sources we 
have here in Washington, like my legislation just this past year to create marine electric batteries that capture 
hydro power energy we don’t use when the water is running strong, so we can use it when production is lower. 
This must be coupled with increased electrification of our market and buildings, we need to drive down demand to 
cut the conversation short before industries even think about building a new natural gas plant. 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What would you do to facilitate implementation of public banking and monetary reform? 
 
I have been a longtime supporter of a Washington State Bank and sit on the State Bank Caucus in the Senate. A 
state bank would allow the state to invest much better in its own growth as opposed to handing over billions of 
dollars in interest to Wall Street like we currently do. Leaders on the issue are currently working on a business 
plan for implementation of a state bank, and I look forward to having Mike Pellicciotti as our next Treasurer to 
be a strong partner in building up this infrastructure.  
 
What solutions do you propose to fix WA State's highly regressive tax system? 
 
I have been a longtime supporter of more equitable tax structures and I voted for every single progressive tax 
structure change that the legislature put forward when we crafted our finance package in 2019. In that package, 
we closed loopholes on corporate taxes, we lowered real estate taxes for low and middle income families while 
raising it for the multibillion dollar corporations building skyscrapers in Seattle, and many other progressive 
changes. We cannot go back to the austerity measures of the Gregoire era that harmed our most vulnerable and 
hampered progress that cannot wait like climate change, and must instead raise new, progressive revenue so we 
can bounce back faster and stronger. I support a capital gains tax, doubling the state’s estate tax rates, new 
payroll taxes that are progressive, and a tax on excessive executive compensation as progressive solutions to 
close our budget gap and protect core state services.  
 
Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
I am the only candidate in the race that has signed on to support the Whole Washington initiative to provide 
universal single-payer healthcare for every person in Washington. This universal coverage should also include 
complete reproductive care access, whether that is standard screenings, STI testing and treatment, birth control, 
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or an abortion. This global pandemic has laid bare that the old model of healthcare in this country – health 
insurance being tied to a person’s employment – is unsustainable and downright damaging when unemployment 
has skyrocketed to record highs and the very cause is a public health crisis that requires trusted medical care. 
 
The government should work to make sure that healthcare is accessible and fair to consumers – keeping prices of 
service and medication in check while working with medical professionals to set the highest standards of care. In 
the Senate, I was a proud cosponsor of legislation to chart the path to universal single-payer healthcare in 
Washington state. I also have supported and voted for a state public option, one of the strongest prescription drug 
transparency laws in the nation, as well as urgent action to bring down insulin costs for those who rely on 
life-saving medication so we can bridge the gap while health officials in our state make the road map to stronger 
universal access. 
 
What policies do you oppose and what polices would you promote with respect to Social Security and 
Medicare? 
 
The very notion that some on the right have floated that we should privatize Social Security or Medicare is a 
nonstarter. These safety nets have been put in place so that the government can protect its citizens in the face of 
hardship, with the only focus being on the support and betterment of our society, not on profit margins or the 
interests of a select few stakeholders who stand to benefit from others misfortune. 
 
Additionally, both Social Security and Medicare programs should be expanded, to better care for citizens across 
our country. Medicare should be available for all residents in the US, giving them access to free and 
comprehensive healthcare, regardless of their status, and Social Security should be expanded, providing stronger 
benefits to our seniors and our vulnerable so they can live out their golden years comfortably, not wondering how 
they are going to pay their next mortgage.  
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 
Communities across America have long been aware of and grappled with the reality of inhumane treatment at the 
hand of law enforcement, and it is unfortunate that the issue is only now becoming a household discussion as we 
were burying yet another innocent Black man who lost his life to systemic racial bias police brutality. The 
subsequent fallout and police use of undue force on society must be a wakeup call for lawmakers everywhere. 
Civilian law enforcement should not have access to literal weapons of war, and we must block law enforcement 
agencies from accessing more military surplus. Additionally, we must insist on statewide body camera usage, 
prohibit officers from covering their badge numbers, and put more transparency and oversight over police union 
contracts. Police accountability and measures that repair the damages that law enforcement has created to the 
relationships with the communities they are sworn to protect will be front of mind in the coming legislative 
session – as Lt. Governor I look forward to working with my Senate colleagues and with community advocates to 
find the ways to best address this pervasive issue.  
 
How would you preserve national security while protecting American’s right to privacy? 
 
I strongly believe that the USA PATRIOT Act and the Authorization for the Use of Force that were passed after 
9/11 should be repealed. I am saddened that Congressman Heck has repeatedly voted against measures in 
Congress to curtail government surveillance on Americans, I deeply disagree with him. There must be strong 
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judicial oversight and transparency of any efforts to collect information or conduct surveillance on Americans. 
 
General 
 

● Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 
I have been a life-long Democrat and have spent my career in public office advancing a progressive agenda that 
builds our public safety net, protects and advocates for our vulnerable populations, and makes a brighter and 
safer tomorrow for everyone who will come after me. Being a progressive means going the extra mile and fighting 
to move us all forward, towards a better standard of living and a society that is compassionate to all everyone 
who resides in it, fighting oppression and large corporate interests who would rather see further concentration of 
resources at the top at the expense of those starving on the bottom.  
 
I don’t just believe in progressive causes, I fight for them, I sponsor legislation for them, and I get them passed 
into meaningful laws that push us all forward.  
 
One of my proudest accomplishments of my career also embodies the acceptance and love of the Democratic 
party: when I lead the fight to ban so-called “conversion therapy” here in Washington state. This dehumanizing 
practice causes deep harm and trauma to LGBTQ+ people and has been condemned by medical associations in 
the U.S. and around the world. I was the prime sponsor of Sound Transit 3, the largest expansion of mass transit 
in state history that will create tens of thousands of family-wage, union construction jobs. I have stood up to 
Boeing, Amazon, Microsoft and other corporate interests when workers and our progressive values were at stake. 
I’ve raised taxes on the largest corporations here so they pay their fair share to the community that supports 
them, and implemented strong labor protections to keep their workers safe and have the best chance for success. I 
was also a lead negotiator of the most progressive paid family medical leave program in the country. This 
legislation is setting the gold standard for leave policies in the U.S. and allowing so many more of our young 
families to have time to care for each other.  
 
 

● What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (  click link to view) do 
you disagree with? Why?  
 

I am supportive of the Democratic State Party platform and I am proud to have worked directly on many of the 
policy stances that the platform designates. I’ve taken on the corporate interests, closing big business tax 
loopholes for companies like Boeing and Amazon, while also passing an apprenticeship utilization standard for 
the aerospace industry, making sure our workers come first. I was the prime sponsor of Sound Transit 3, the 
largest expansion of mass transit in state history that will create tens of thousands of family-wage, union 
construction jobs. I was also a lead negotiator on the McCleary decision fix, bringing billions of additional 
dollars to our public schools, and on the most progressive paid family medical leave program in the country. I 
also sponsored legislation to create a subsidized student loan program for undocumented students and Dreamers 
in Washington, and led the charge to pass the Washington VOTE Act, expanding voting opportunities to our 
youngest voters.  
 

● If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 

 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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I have run successfully for Mukilteo City Council (2005), State House (2008, 2010, 2012), State Senate (2014, 
2018), and Snohomish County Charter Review Commission (2015).  
 

● Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 
 

I have long been a Precinct Committee Officer in my home 21st Legislative District and currently serve as the 
PCO for the York precinct.  

 
● What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 

have for dealing with it? 
 
The most pressing issue we face is helping our state and our economy recover from COVID-19. This means 
listening to public health experts and ensuring that we save lives and take all measures to stop the spread of the 
virus now. It also means tackling the structural flaws in our economy that the pandemic has highlighted. We must 
rebuild our economy from the middle out, not the top down. That will require raising wages, expanding benefits 
like paid leave, and passing universal health care for all. As we rebuild our economy, we must ensure that we are 
building a resilient, carbon-free economy that will be sustainable in the long run. I strongly believe this is a 
moment for a Green New Deal to create millions of jobs and save our planet. 
 

● Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 
 

As we rebuild our economy, we must preserve critical state services which require new, progressive revenue that 
fixes our upside down tax system. We must also continue expanding access to quality education, from universal 
pre-K to fully funded public schools to free college. Our success and prosperity depends on a well-educated 
workforce and our democracy depends on a well-educated society. And in everything we do, we must put equity 
and social justice at the center of our work--from police reform to universal health care to housing for all--we 
must dismantle systems of oppression and ensure every Washingtonian has the opportunities to succeed and 
thrive in our state. 

 
● If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 

not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 
I am thankful that the voters decided that they did not want a Republican for Lt. Governor on their general ballot 
and have sent two Democrats forward from the primary – a D.C. moderate with major ties to big insurance, 
banks, and Wall Street; and a next generation progressive with a bold vision for the future of our state. With this 
being a statewide race, it is important to have input and connections with every corner of Washington, and I have 
welcomed conversations with people from across the political spectrum for ways that we can move forward as a 
state. While I remain committed to my progressive roots, I am looking forward to finding more ways that everyone 
can be involved in the political process, regardless of their party.  


