
 

Washington State Progressive Caucus Questionnaire 2020 

Submission Note: The submission deadline for this questionnaire is ten days prior to the membership 
meeting where the candidate’s endorsement will be considered. Please refer to the questionnaire 
deadline and meeting date here: 
https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/.  
 

This questionnaire must be submitted to waprogressives@gmail.com to be considered. 
 
Explanatory Note: Our endorsements (and sometimes donations) are generally made to people 
running for the state legislature, municipal and county offices, public utility commissioners, etc. If you 
are running for such an office, you may wonder why we are asking questions about state-wide or 
national issues. The reason is that local officeholders are tomorrow's senators, representatives and 
governors. Even if you have nothing of the sort in mind now, you may easily feel differently in a few 
years. We want to put people into the pipeline from, as Howard Dean once put it, “the Democratic wing 
of the party,” We are old fashioned enough to think that the New Deal and the Great Society were good 
ideas; and modern enough to be up to speed on all the latest organizing methods and apps. If you have 
reservations about answering any of these questions, please explain why. 
 
Candidate Name: Thomas Hernandez  
Position Sought: Clark County Charter Review (District 4, Position 1) 
Campaign Manager: The candidate is the campaign manager 
Consultant: none 
Campaign Email: hernandezthomas9999@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: none 
Website: https://www.facebook.com/hernandez4charterreview 
Campaign Address: PO Box 1671, Battle Ground, WA 98604 
Do you request the endorsement of the Progressive Caucus? Yes 
 
Questions: 
 
Labor 
 
Do you support raising the minimum wage in your local jurisdiction if state and federal action continues 
to be stalled? To what level? 
 
I definitely support raising the minimum wage. $15 an hour is a good start, but it needs to be more than 
that people can live comfortable lives without having to worry about budgeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://waprogressives.org/endorsements/endorsement-policy-and-timeline/
mailto:waprogressives@gmail.com
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Education 
 
What is your opinion of high stakes testing?  How would you change the way students and teachers are 
evaluated? 
 
My opinion of high stakes testing is that it limits teachers on how they would like to teach different 
subjects. As someone who graduated high school two and a half years ago, many of the teachers 
spend a quarter to a half of the semester trying to prepare us for these high stakes tests. I also believe 
it hurts students who have a cognitive disadvantage. I believe that if high stakes testing were not a 
thing, us students would have learned a lot more about the class and, for those who have a cognitive 
disadvantage, they should be able to get help and still learn what they need to learn in the class with 
comfort. To make this work out for the better, I would like to not see high stakes testing anymore but 
have the schools meet an educational requirement: this includes reading, writing, history, foreign 
languages, special education for those who need it, mathematics, sciences, electives, and sex 
education. If there is a better way to do this, I will listen to those ideas and evaluate them. 
 
 
Environment    
 
What can be accomplished at the local level to promote development of alternative energy and prevent 
privatization of natural resources? 
 
I say that the Clark County Government should put in environmental regulations so that we can lean 
towards a greener future. To insure this can happen, corruption must come to an end: the officials in 
the Clark County Government should not be allowed to take any outside influence from companies, 
developers, etc. They should also not be allowed to take money from those outside influencers. 
 
 
Finance/Taxation 
 
What will you do to support public banking at the local level? 
 
I support public banking at the local level. To further my support at the local level, I will publicly speak 
about why it will benefit the people and, if my position can’t implement it, I will talk with county 
councilors to put forth proposals on why I think a public bank should be implemented. 
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Health Care/Retirement 
 
Explain your position (for or against) Medicare for All (aka single payer health care) in terms of the 
effect on local citizens, service providers, and government. 
 
I believe that we need Medicare for All now! It should be a human right! Currently, my dad suffers with 
Type 2 Diabetes and is in the early stages of Dementia. We want the best care possible for him, but 
he’d fare much better without medical bills devastating our finances. Other people are also afraid of 
how much their medical treatments will cost. No one should have to choose between the cost of 
medical care and feeding their families. If you have a medical condition, you should be able to walk into 
the hospital without the worry of paying for an enormous medical bill. 
 
 
Security/Public Safety 
 
How would you act to stop the militarization of local police forces and establish civilian oversight of law 
enforcement? 
 
I would we propose defunding the police. What I mean by this is that I want to reallocate the money 
from police forces elsewhere to social programs so that it will benefit the people. I also believe that the 
police need to be reeducated so that they don’t murder or severely injure people who pose no threat. 
 
 
General 
 

● Do you consider yourself a Democrat? Do you consider yourself a progressive? Why? 
 
I consider myself as a progressive because I believe that we should implement Medicare for All, 
a living wage, tuition-free public colleges/universities, Green New Deal, ending the illegal and 
offensive wars that we are currently in, ending corruption, ending qualified immunity, etc. I am 
inside the Democratic Party because I feel that it would be the easiest way to implement these 
progressive policies. 

 
● What parts, if any, of the Washington State Democratic Party Platform (  click link to view) do 

you disagree with? Why?  
 
With the Washington State Democratic Party Platform, I do not like the fact that it does not 
mention removing corruption for good. Unfortunately, in today’s day and age, there are many 
politicians at all levels of government that are influenced by big money groups. This should not 
be the case. Our elected officials and other governmental officials should be listening to the 
people, nothing more than that. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wa-democrats.org/sites/wadems/files/documents/Washington%20State%20Democrats%20-%20Platform%20-%20180616.pdf
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● If this is not your first election, what other offices have you run for? If it is your first campaign, 
what other campaigns (candidate or issue) have you participated in? What did you learn from 
those campaigns? 
 
This is my first run for public office. In the 2018 midterm election (I lived in Flower Mound, TX in 
Denton County then), I helped a candidate who was endorsed by Justice Democrats and Brand 
New Congress: Linsey Fagan who ran for Texas’s 26th Congressional District. She inspired me 
a lot because she believed in progressive policies like Medicare for All, tuition-free public 
colleges/universities, maintaining and improving our social safety net, etc. From her run for 
Congress, I learned that if you have bold progressive policies, you will have the public looking 
forward to the policies you would like to implement. 

 
● Have you ever been a precinct committee officer or held other Democratic organization offices? 

 
I am currently a Democratic PCO of Precinct 599 in Clark County and in Legislative District 18. 

 
● What single issue is the most important motivator for your run for office? What proposals do you 

have for dealing with it? 
 
My single most important issue that motivates me to run for office is corruption in government. I 
will fight to end the corruption in Clark County Government by preventing County Officials from 
taking or being influenced by corporations, developers, etc. 

 
● Are there also important secondary issues? Describe your approach to implementing solutions? 

 
A secondary issue that motivated me to run was the systemic racism that is going on in Clark 
County. I wish racism did not exist but unfortunately, it does. On the Clark County Council 
listening session on systemic racism (8/12/2020), which I watched a few bits of it, one of the 
people who volunteered to speak stated that there is systemic racism in Clark County. This 
needs to be addressed immediately. At the end of that listening session, all the Clark County 
Council members were able to comment. I am glad to see that all the council members spoke 
except for one: Elieen Quiring, the Clark County Chair. It unfortunately speaks volumes when 
you don’t speak on systemic racism, especially if you are a public official. If I am elected to the 
Charter Review Commission, I will speak publicly about systemic racism and implement 
changes to the County Charter to promote diversity and non- discriminatory policies. 
 

● If you are running in a heavily Republican area, do you have a reasonable chance at winning? If 
not, how do you plan to use your candidacy to build ongoing connections among local people 
who share progressive values? 

 
I am running in a mostly Republican area. The position that I am running for is non-partisan: 
meaning that you won’t see “Prefers Democratic Party,” “Prefers Republican Party,” etc. next to 
any candidate on the ballot. But from what I have been told, I am the only “Democrat” running 
against five other “Republicans.” There was no primary for my position so that means on 
election day in November, the top vote-getter will win. So I do think I have a good chance of 
winning knowing the circumstances. 


